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Political, Economic and Social Reconstruction

; — A PLAN OUTLINED

: ...-q'-_llllﬂ'-“"

I.—INTRODUCTION.
Theve is an appalling lack of Poli- |
ticnl and Economic thought and
teaching in this country. Probably
ic no other country have these been
so hadly neglected. The result is that
ihe people are completely at the
mercy of those whose interest it is to
maintain the existing Imperialist and
Capitalist order—political and econo-
mic—which dominates and controls
their lives, their well-being and very
extstence.
Every exposure of present condi-
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was feudalism and landlordism mﬂl‘ﬂl

mercilessly exposed both in origin
and in practice than by Mitchel and
Lalor,

They showed clearly that lmperlal-l readers the closest consideration for

this plan, and the line of policy and

ism is essentially economic, and that
political rule and political eppression
are the outward expressions of the
control to safeguard and retain these
economic Iinterests.

They knew that to strike and over-

This series of articles will set forth l

a plan for Political, Economic and

Social Reconstruction within the Re-
public of Ireland.
sents the Editorial

The series repre-
policy of ' An

Phoblacht.’’ We request from all

the activities outlined to make It

effective. It is our alternative to the

!pra:s&nt iniquitous, degrading nmli
| chaotic political

and social order.—
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inwn people; arranging for the dis-

posal  of surpluses to procure in

lexc}mngﬂ those essentials and services

which we cannot produce or provide
ourselves, .

We will prove that National
Economy cannot be dealt with piege-
meal, and that any one aspect of it
cannot be dealt with independently of
another; that it must be considered
as 2 whole.  Under Capitalism,

e

-

again, only on a larger scale because
of industrinl development, and the
increased number of workers,

While pointing out the necessity
for knowledge _ and information in
regard to  pelitical, economic and
social policy, this however will not
be sufficient for the achievement of
National and Social Freedom. There
must he propaganda, agitation, ani
organisation. Leadership and direc-
tion will ke indispensnble. Thero
st he c¢oliesion between all revolu-
tionary clements. It will be of the

| Editor ** An Phoblacht.™ !ecmmm:,- has been allowed

tions and every effort made to alter | throw landlordism meant cutting ’ : to develop [ y4nast importance to emphasise the
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herctical and immorall The in- | Imperial structure here. No Irish L . e “t“""l“:" nt 11:ul.mgemellt-- Capi-| their livelihond on the land, and of

terests and the agencies which thrive | thinker or writer went deeper into| /7 ."“bl.m& . wareabon,  Dukes, balifm dﬂmies the right of the €OM=1 {lie workers in the cities and towns.

ander  existing conditions  are | 0v explained more clearly the causes Lrusts, M‘f""““hﬁ* and  so-called | numity to interfere w:t-‘._l"u its working. | 4o aueh have their own peeuliar pro-
Rationalization have created com-{ Hence conditions in this conntry—in

numerous and powerful, because they
control wealth, influence and patron-
age, and so are able to buy uwp and
attach  to  themselves innumerable
agents to carry on their work and
propagand. '

Te e¢xpose the nature of Imperial-
ismm and Capitalism and the parts

plaved by their agents 1s an essen-
* tial duty. Until these are exposed,
no effective progress in organisation
for their overthrow will be made. We
shall, therefore, aim in this series of
articles to show the real weakness of
the exploiting minority, and the in-
vincible strength of the majority they
are plundering when these, under-
standing their might, organise it.

UPHOLDERS OF EXPLOITATION.

Few  political and economie
.thinkers in modern times in Ireland
have attempted to enlighten the
people on their rights, their strength,
and the full life which is justly theirs
* to achieve. On the other hand, there
are many writers who attempt to
show that the people can only exist
on the good-will and the sufferance
of the privileged minority.

These have given fraudulent ideas
of real wealth, of money, of industry,
and of what should be the Christian
motive for the produstion and dis-
tribution of goods.

Pogan and immoral ideas have
been sedulously expounded and un-
fortunately too generally accepted.
To this has been added the shameful
sanction and authority of the clergy
of the Churches who should be the
puardians of right and social justice.

The State, too, as we knoiv 1it, is
the organisation of coercive weapons
to upiiold .the exploiting order—Par-
liaments, military and police forces,
hailiffs, eourts, prisons, firing-squads
- and hangmen, The State machine
thus enumerated is the instrument
created by the minority to preserve

its interests and wealth by force
against those it plunders. This plun-
der tukes place either by open

robbery as in the case of landlordism,
or under the forms of legal sanction
and protection by rack-rents, usury,
profiteering, inadequate wages, or
the ¢reation of monopolies.

In modern times amongst Irishmen,
the following stand out pre-eminently
as those who -took the side of the
people against their oppressors and
sociul enemies: John Mitchel, James
Fintan Lalor, James Connolly, P. H.
Pearse. To these we may justly add
the name of Liam Mellows. Each of
these had a keen understanding of
the root basis and power of British
Imperialism and its allies in Ireland,

whether natives or planters. Never

of evonomic ills and the degradation
and social injustices arising from
themn than James Connolly., He
showed the remedy in a broad and
clear way.

IPenrse’s writings displayed a deep
passion against the economic and
socvial injustices which abound. He
was deeply touched by the pnvefi'tj' of
the people, and eame out strongly on
the side of the workers. We are
justified in believing that had Liam
Mellows not been murdered he would
have made contributions both in
thought and leadership to the move-
ment for social emancipation as great
he did to that for National
Liberty.

L

REVOLUTIONARY LITERATURE

Yet the pity is that none of these
developed their philosophies into =a
complete system. Connolly went
furthest in this direction and it is
certain that, had he not been killed,
he wounld have developed his ideals
into a (detailed scheme of government
and social re-organisation. Still,
Connolly’s principles are clear and
there is sufficient to guide those who
Jdesice to accomplish that social eman-
cipation which was his ideal.

Due to deliberate policy the wrnit-
ings of these’ pqlitical philosophers
are not easily available; usually they
must be hunted for in libraries and
hookshops. There are many other
useful hooks and pamphlets little
known hecause of the same deliberate
policy of suppressing them or other-
wise keeping them out of the light.

To eollect and build up this litera-
ture and bring it to the notice of
Trish citizens is a matter for atten-
tion. Organised effort to end the
present system c¢an only grow out of
understanding and knowledge.

The hest effort will be forihcoming
when the people grasp clearly the
things to be swept out of their path;
recognise their enemieg.; appreciate
their own strength, and see clearly
the poal towards which they must
strive, _

wince the World War economic or-
eanisation and control have taken a
new turn. Before that war econo-
mics were based largely on land and
industrial production. During the
World War and since, a new develop-
ment has grown and expanded to
what are now evidently uncon-
trollable proportions. Finance, bank-
ing, credits and monopolies attained
a controlling and now a strangling
grip on the whole life of the peoples
of the world., This development has
created problems which have con-
founded all capitalist economists and
bronght millions of the workers of all
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THE HARVEST.
(After Louis Veuillot.)

Bending their heads of gold, the gencrous gram
Nobly sustained the treasurc c:lf the wheat;

Ripe, for the Reaper lincw their hour complete;
And 1o! thase heads of gold on the earth are lain.

The pious wind of Heaven strews, like @ rain,

From the mown golden heads
And as if we were touched by

a fragrance bland,
a viewless Hand

A holy tremor wakens our souls aman.

Fair they, as Truth!

The Land, no more hate-seamed,

Blesses withal their fall, and feels redecmed.

So fall Thy Saints, O
And Death is doomed
Thy

Lord, ere this day wenc,
to win Life back again:
law of love, that all to love would shape,

Sets meath the mill-stone, wheat; in the wine-press, the grape.

GrorcE NoBLE PLUNKETT.

plete chans, where they aimed at ab-
solute political and economie dicta-
tion.

Our Review and examination of
existing conditions and the plan pro-
posed to replace themm will deal con-
cretely with Irish problemis—our re-
quirements; our resources; the deve-
lopment of agricultural and indus-
trial capacity by utilising our credit
to the fullest extent. This plan will
be bhased on the ownership and con-
trol by the people of the natural re-
sonrees, produetion and distribution,
and of hanking and credits; of im-
ports amnd exports.
i plan for a regulated and balanced
economy—produecing and providing
primarily for the full needs of our

We will ontline

all Capitalist countries—to-day.

The keynote of Capitalism is indi-
vidualism, and this has now been de-
stroyed, heyond hope of rvevival, by
over-organised Capitalism.  Irveland
can e no exception to what has
oceurred in other countries better or-
ganised and better equipped.

Yet, in spite of these facts, there is
a strong trend apparent now in the
Twenty-Six Counties to undertake a
widespread Industrial policy, on a
purely capitalist basis, with State aid.

Having proved a failure every-
where, this system will inevitably fail
in  the Twenty-Six Counties, when
the point of saturation in Capitalist
produection 15 reached. Unemploy-
ment and want will begin all over

hlems, so will they have diflerent
activities and tasks to perform in the
struggele. While agriculture has been,
and will remain, the warp and woof
of 1rish economy, still increased at-
tention must in future be given to
incdlustrial problems, and to the im-
portance of the indusirinl workers,

should we get agreement on our
analysis of the political and cconomie
situation, and on the policy by which
we propose to denl with 1t, we could
then organise and advance with con-
fiddlence to the achievement  of our
aims: the Sovereipn Independence
of . United Republie, and the re-
storation to the Sovereign People of
their rights and heritage of which
they have been so long robbed and
dispossessed,

48 Lr. O’'CONNELL
STREET, DUBLIN.

Convoy Woollen Mills
Lucan Woollen Mills
Dripsey Woollen Mills
Kilkenny Woollen Mills
Spamont Woollen Mills
Morrogh Bros. |
O’'Brien's, Cork.
Galway Woollen Mills

workers in other lands.

Development Association).

ATHLONE

“IS IT

PREMIER

- TAILORS
24 Henry Street,

DURLIN.

'"PHONE—234663.

BLARNEY BRIAR—ALL WOOL TWEEDS, Co. CORK
WOOLLEN MILLS

“Ghink .over these facts and before you ‘buy ask :
IRISH ?”

Extract from the Irish newspapers of 30th January, 1932:—

** Every year more than four million pounds leave this country for men’s clothing, ete.
this money were spent on Irish Products it would provide work for fifteen thousand Irish
men and women who are at present unemployed, while Irish money goes into the pockets of
Do your part to keep this vast sum at home.
nothing that is not made in Ireland.’''—(Issued by the National Agricultural and Industrial

This is a serious statement of facts and should be carefully considered by every Irish citizen
before purchasing a suit, costume or overcoat.

See that it is made by an Irvish firm and that your money does not go out of the country.
The PREMIER TAILORS are large employers of Irish Labour, directly and indirectly, and
they offer you the most up-to-date cloths and styles in the Tailoring Trade.

As the Irish Pioneers of fifty-shilling tailoring they have set standards which it is difficult to
approach. Their unique position in having their garments cut and |
fitted on the premises, and made in their Dublin Workshops enables ’
them to supply a service without an equal,-

TWO OUTSTANDING YALUES OFFERED BY
THEM ARE:

An all Wool Serge Suit, London Shrunk, Indigo Dye in Shades of
Dark Navy, Light Navy, Royal and Brown, plain and herringbone
No extras.

designs. Price Fifty Shillings,

All Wool Irish Tweed Suit or Overcoat, by the leading Irish
Woollen Mills, in all the newest designs, including the latest Glen
No Extras. Made fo Measure,

Checks. Price Fifty Shillings.

An enquiry for patterns will be promptly attended to, or if con-
venient, a personal cali will be appreciated.

6 Post Office Buildings,
Henry Street,

All Wool Indigo Dyed
Serge and
West of England
Worsteds.
Saxonies and  Tweeds
30s. to Measure
No Extras.

If

From to-day wear

Made to Measure.
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FAMILY WITHOUT FOOD

TERRIBLE CONDITIONS IN DUBLIN

Last week at a meeting of the
Dublin Board of Assistance, presided
over by Mrs. T. M. Eattlﬂ, the
following letter was read. The letter
give a pitiful insight into the plight
of some of tihe poor families 1in
Publin.

‘¢ Dear Sir,—I beg to draw your
attention to the fact that the room
nt Bridgefoot Street which I am
peeupying is very damp. I am in
receipt of outdoor relief of 12/6
per week. I have to pay 10/- rent
faor a back parlour. I hope you will
excuse me for writing to you, but
I cannot sea any other way out of
it, and as a poor man’s friend I
appeal to you to consider my case.

“].am disabled and prevented
from earning anything through
bad health. The starvation I am
undergoing is somothing cruel. My
wife, my little boy and myself are
naked, nnd we had to pledge our
bed-clothes and our clothing to get
food. Now we have to starve, as
all our wearables are gone. Hoping
sir, that you will give my letter
‘your kind consideration,

c: Ynura faithfully,
{[( } 17

Councillor Medlar—** Something
should be done about the exorbitant
rents being charged by landlords in
the eity to-day. This man, who
wrote that letter, was in with me and
told me that himself and his family
had not seen food for two days. I
suggest that the City Manager be ap-

proached and requested to find a
cheap room for these people.”’

Alderman O'Neill—** It iz a hor-
rible case. This man is paying 10/-
for rent and is only receiving 12/6
relief in the week. I would almost
suggest a return to the Land ILeague
days and pay no rent. There should
be a boycott on landlords who eke the
last penny out of unfortunates who
are depending on relief to keep them
alive,”

The matter was referred to the
Supervisor, Relieving Officers, for
investigation and report.

—Evening Mail, 4/5/'32.

OUR COMMENT.

Ax PHoBLACHT comments on this
pitiable case, in the words of Victor
Hugo :

““ So long as there ghall exist, by
reason of law and custom, a social
condemnation, which, in the face of
civilisation, artificially creates hells
on earth, and complicates a destiny
that is divine, with human fatality;
=0 long as the three problems of the
age—the depradation of man by
poverty, the ruin of women by star-
vation, and the dwarfing of childhood
by physical and spiritual blight—are
not solved; &0 long as, in certain
regions, social asphyxia shall be pos-
sible, in other words, and from a yet
more extended point of view, so long
as ignorance and misery remain on
earth, papers like this cannot be use-
liﬁﬂsl!}

Australian Exiles *and IRA.

(By Air Mail).

17th April. —Coburg, Australia,

The Tone-Pearse Republican Cum-
ann, which for some years has been
the only militant Irish Republican
organisation- in Australia,
watching developments in Ireland the
last few months with great interest.
The result of the elections in the
“Free ’ State brought a certain
amount of satisfaction, as it meant
the downfall of the Cosgrave regime.
The Cumann, however, did not lose
sight of the fact that the elections in-
volved only a change of leadership 1n

the ** Free " State, and that the ex-

istence of the *‘ Free ' State was not
in any serious danger. The Cumann
made its attitude clear by passing
the following resolution :

““ That this Cumann, while welcom-
ing the downfall of the Cosgrave re-
gime, cannot see particular cause to
rejoice in the electoral success of
Fianna Fail. We draw attention to
the published announcements of the
Fianny Fail programme, such falling
immeasurably short of the mnational
claims as enunciated by all the
national fathers, We affirm our um-
qualified belief in, and adherence to,
the faith and teachings of Tone, Davis,
Mitchel, Lalor, Connolly and Pearse.
We pledge ourselves to continue our

‘has been .

AT THE . SAVO

COMMENCING FRIDAY, 13th MAY

EDWARD G. ROBINSON
with

H. B. WARNER, MARIAN MARSH

FRANCES STARR GEORGE STONE

FIVE STAR FINAL

Not if you live to be a handred—will you ugain
witness such drama—such devastating realism—showing the
_power of the press in the hands of a merciless gcandal-

mnngar. T&mfymg in its nma.zmg pnwer !_

work in assisting to achieve the com-
plete independence of Ireland.”

This resolution was published in the
local Irish papers.

The Cumann, alone among Irish
organisations in Australia, saw clearly
‘the implications of the present posi-
tion, that there was need to state the
pusitiun clearly, and that it was neces-
sary to indicate that in this distant
part of the globe one body at least
stood by the uncompromising separat-
ist movement. Accordingly, the follow-
ing cable " was despatched to AX
PHOBLACHT :—

““* Tone-Pearse Republican Cumann
sends greetings to released prisoners
and Oglaiph na h-Eireann. Steadiness
and determination will conquer. No,
slackening till unpartitioned Sovereign
Republic of Easter Week visioned by
Connolly and Pearse attained by only
means possible. Pledge ourselves sup-
port best we can. Changed leadership
in Free State little consequence.”

BAILIFFS BUSY.

SEIZURES MADE IN OFFALY.

Seizures (which included a cow and
four calves and a pony and trap),
were made by sherifi’s bailiffs in Clon-
bologue district, Daingean (Offaly),
on foot of decrees for the non-pay-
ment of land annuities.

DAILY 2 TO 11

Sundajr, Two Huuses—a 30 and S.EH Book for the 8. 310 Pu-furmam:e

A Plan for Political, F.conomic and Social Reconstruction

Chapter 11.

Tho basis of political power and control

in Ireland, as in all modorn eapitalist
societies, rests on the interests which
dominate the economic life of the nation.
Governmont oxists for the advantage of
particular interests in each country.

Despito its seeming broad base, resting
on the mass of the people, due to the
illusory and sham democratic operation
of adult sufflrape, ** freedom of the Press ™
anid * Froe Speech,” this Parliamentary
machine once constituted, becomes the
instrument, willing or unwilling, of the
exploiting class within the nation. It is
due to this sham democratic sanction of
popular clection, more than to any other
cause, that tho 1eal role of the State and
its institutions is obscured from the mass
of the people. They are deluded into
the belief that because they have votes
they have power..

THE GOVERNMENTAL MACHINE.,

The courts and the judiciary are
devised to give an appearanco of sanction
and legality to the acts of the legislature,
beeause this sham demnocracy is especially
keen on seeming legality., In the Courts
the exercise of privilege is seen at its
worst. The judiciary and the legal
profession are invariably the most corrupt
and reactionary elements in every country.
A complicated and most expensive pro-
cedure deliberately precludes all but the
wealthy from using the courts to assert
or defend their rights.

It is of great importance to distinguish
between the Nation and the State. The
Nation is all the people, while the State
represents the particular section or sections
for which the Government caters. The
State is the governmental machine, which
we defined in our previous article.

In capitalist society, those who seized
or otherwise became possessed of the
resources, wealth and credit of the
country, found 1t necessary  to disarm
those they looted and dispossessed. To
keep the mass of the peoph Dermanently
disarmod and in subjection, the Siate
machine was organised.

FALSE CONCEPTION.

The conception of the State as somo-
thing standing above and outside the
clash of opposing interests, dealing out
even-handed justice to all, to the worker
and wage earner equally with the capi-
talist employver, to the small farmer as
to the landlord, is sometlung that Repub-
licans must rid their minds of, in order
to pet s true grasp of the cssentials of
the struggle, and to follow clearly the
policy aiming at the abolition of capital-
ism and imperialism. They must sce as
a correct defimtion that the State is
essentially the instrument of class domina-
tion ; that it arose with all its repressive
| machinervy—police, military, the courts
and judiciary-—out of the irreconcilablo
untagonisms between different sections
of tho community—the exploiters and
the exploited; and that its function
to-day is, while softoning the collistons
between these elements, to maintain the
domination of the capitalist order over
the lives of the great majority of the
Irish people.

This definition of the role of the State
would no doubt be more apparent to
the mass of the people of Ireland at the
end of the eighteenth century when o
narrow clique of landlords and of manu-
facturers sat in & Parliament in Dublin
and watched over the exploitation of the
people, or during tho nineteenth contury
when a similar body in London directed
the operations and guarded the loot of
the landlords and of the bankers, and
when the State machine was frankly and
openly exercising its repressive functions
in. the interests of that class which
created and controlled it.

ORIGIN OF STATE.

In those days the State did not need
to camouflage its role under the guise of
democratic sanction ; _
people ” had not then been devised to
draw a film over it8 true nature, and take
from the ]J:&ﬁplﬂ by theories of ‘' moaral
sanction” and ‘“the State as God's
instrument,” their right to revolt. In its
power to oppress the minds as well as the

bodies of men, the modern State is a more

the “ will of the|

This series of articles will set forth a
plan for Political, Economic and Social
reconstruction within the Republic of
Ireland. The series represents the Edi-
torial policy of Aw PuoBracET. We
request from all readers the closest
consideration for this plan, and the line
of policy and the activities outlined to
make it effective. It is our alternative
to the present iniquitous, degrading and
chaotic political and social order.

A4 J—Editor, AN PHOBLACHT.
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potent instrument of slavery than its

older and more obvious form. -

From what interests has the State
machino arisen in Ireland ¥ Under the
direct British régime, it waa based on the
landlord, planter, the banks and the
importere and distributors of DBritish
manufactures. Sinee the middle of the
nineteenth century, some of the poorer
class of native stock were admitted to
minor posts in the Civil Service, the
police were almost entirely Irish, so were
many lawyvers and court functionaries,
who were found to serve the State as
loyally and slavishly as Englishmen.
Since Catholic Emancipation, Irishmen
were graciously permitted to become
members of the London Parliament.

Nothing could illustrate more clearly
the structure and role of the State, than
the manner in which the * Treaty ™ was
put into effect in 1922 and since. During
the war of 1918-1921, while the reveolution
did not go very far in destroying the
base of British economic power and
influence, it was always menacing them.
The British and their agents here realised
that if the revolution had been directed
to doing so, it could have succeeded then.

TW0O MACHINES.

When the Provisional Government of
the twonty-six counties was set up in
1922, every British interest rallied to it,
because they saw in it the hope for their
security against the revolutionary masses
opposed to the * Treaty.” This Provi-
sional Government was encouraged and
supported by them in every way. The
British Goveirnment handed over to it
arms, ammunition and all kinds of
military eguipment. Expert advice was
given to them aond experienced Civil
Servants placed at thoir disposal. They
got promises that their financial diffieul-
ties would be made easy—at the outset.
The Press, which was the creation and |
mouthpiece of these intcrests bellowod |
the praises of the * Treaty " and denunci-
ations of those who opposed it. This
combination cairied the * Treaty™
through in the confusion it succeeded

in ereating.

On these inte.ests the so-called “ Free |
Stato * was reared, and on them it has
since rested and developed. There were
no changes made in the State machine
as operated by the British. All the British
laws then existing were adapted, based
as they were, on tlio Imperialist and
Capitalist order of soviety. A * Parlia-

The ‘Basis of  Political “and Economic Power

ment 7 was set up in the twenty.six
coumtics, nn exact model, even in proce-
tdure, of that in London., Ewverything
that exiated remained intact ; what did
not exist was copied.

The so-ealled *“ Parliament”
“ Northern Ireland ™ set up in 1921 is
frankly a puppot of London. TPower is
exelusively in the hands of the manufac-
turing and commercial interestz, though
cutwardly, it is made to appear that it has
a religious basis. This 1s bocause the
manufacturing and comunercial interests
have been able to use the dopendent
classes, through the Orange lodges, by
playing on and inflaming their religious
passions, This bigotry, artificially main-
tained, is catered for by the jerry-
mandering of -electoral areas which
prevents nationaliste oo catholics from
exerciging their full influence in elections.
This conceasion i8 given to the ignorant
to blind them to the fact that they are
being exploited.

of

SCRAP THE MACHINES !

In Southern Ireland the Cumann na
nGaedheal party catered specially for the
British Impe.jal intorests which sustained
it~ To cover up the role they played,
they professed an mterest in the well-
being of the poorest sections of the
people. For instance, they talked a great
deal about the Gaslteacht, while doing
practically nothing to improve the condi-
tions there. What did they do for the
fishing industry, which could do most to
better the lot of those living along the
eea-board 7 The cottage indnstries were
never supported sufficiently to rise above
the most primitive methods. The Cumann
na nGaedheal ministry is now replaced
by Fianna Fail. It is evident that the
policy of this administration is based om
and makes its appeal to the manufacturing
interests : high tariffs, and State aid to
manufacturers. - 8o far no proposals have
been made either to control the wholesale
and retail prices of the goods manufac-
tured under the protection of tariffs and
so.plotect consumers and users of these
goods, or to insist on decent wages and
pood conditions for workera In these
manufacturing concerns. The farming
industry is being assisted by the butter
bounty, but ho'e again thers is no evi-
dence of concorn for the conditions of
Wage earners.

When the existing system is over-

| thrown, an immediate task will be to

scrap or completely overhaul the State
machine, The present Government De-
partments wore devised to carry out the
prevailing syvstom. From their very
nature they are incapable of performing
the functions of the State to be set up to
serve the interests of the masses of the
people.

_-_-_Em

THE BUDGET.

As we go to press the new Budget
s announced, We will deal with it
1 our next jgsue.

Here is a Picture

of the only 100% Irish Chocolate
Factory in the World

We are always glad to see visitors and show them the whole

factory.

TARA CHOCOLATES
‘1/- per Quarter

We have no secrets and no skeleton in the cupboard

Say
“TARA,

HALF-TIME JIMMY

the big 3d packet,
assn!'t.gc! flavours.
& Division Cream

In Boxes
i b, v 2/3 pl | ks ‘Bar, 2d.
L Ib. 4f- ' CHOCOLATE ‘I'DFFEE
2 1b. 8f- ease / - 6d per Quarter. -

URNEY CHOCOLATES, Lid., TALLAGHT CO.. DUBLIN
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AN ANII-IRISH
IRISHMAN

—_——e

Senator OQOliver St. John Gogarty,
surgeon, poet, playwright—and hotel
keeper, is engaged by the Graphic to
write a series of articles on Irish
affairs. In the first, which appeared
in April, he ° conmsiders ** What
vext in Ireland?"” and prides him-
self on the fact, in an introductory
note, that he ‘' declines to mention
the mnew President's name.” The
same issue gives a picture of poli-
tical prisoners released at Arbour
Hill, with a title suggesting the
dangers of such release. The Sena-

tor is pgreatly worried about two
things—first, the neglect of the
Itomans to conquer Ireland—they

gave cooks and architects, he says,
ta Englond, and look at how much
more civilised that country is, as
compared with us! Second, the pro-
blem of the ** unemigrated ™ youth
of the country bothers him: with the
late Lord French he attributes our
troubles to restless rebellious youth.
In his first article he fipures the
i destruction 7 (caused entirely by
the Republicans, of course) at forty-
five million pounds; in-the second it
has shrink, unaccountably tn thirty-
five million pounds.

WHO WANTS A REPUBLIC?

Warming up in the issue of May
sth (the Senator now adds ** politi-
eian and forceful writer on Irish
affairs '’ to his qualifications), Dr.
Gogarty discusses ‘‘ Who Wants a
Republie?"” and decides that he, in-
dividually, does not. For one thing,
Republics are not- spiritually-minded
enough for him—Ilock at the
“* ereatest of them V"—U.S.A. ?—where
“Law 1is divorced from Majesty,”
and the ‘ oddest of them all, which
has given kings to every throme in
Furope "—Russia, presumably—not
content with royal marriages—** hav-
ing set up a republic as a penance
and a phlebotomy,” while *° the
lutest of them (Spain) repudiates its
spiritual heritage. In face of all this
who wants a republic? The reason-
ing is not very obvious, nor cogent at
that. But it serves for English con-
sumption. The rest of the article is
devoted to the congenial task of slan-
dering and belittling the writer's
own people ,who have, incidentally,
to stumip up his senatorial salary. In
no other country but this would it be
tolerated that a publie representative
—even o nominated one—would write
for a foreign country deliberate vili-
fication of his own land. Could one
imagine a French Senator writing for
pay in the German Press setting
forth the blessings of German as op-
_posed to French rule, or an Italian
" Wiiting, say, for Spanish newspapers,
sugeesting the advisability of the new
republic scrapping its form of gov-
ernment and swearing allegiance to
the King of Italy? The very idea 1s
preposterous: yebt in Ireland it is an
accepted thing. “ Ynce the quota
on emigration came into force six
years ago a new and unemployed class
of unemigrated sons and daughters of
farmers '’ came into being, and these
are the people who displace govern-
ments—they should be on emigrant
ships | i

THE CROWN'S COURTESY.

““ The link of the Crown is a link
which, if it were absent, should be
instantly sought, if for nothing more
than to preserve that courtesy,
characteristic of our people and
which no republic ever produced.
This is one of Ireland’s immemorial
traditions . . . it is a link that can
only be to our advantage.” We
should, the writer goes on, stamp &
little crown on every pat of buiter
that we export, This would save us
£600,000—and make our butter
which is not now ‘¢ bacteriologically
sound, fit for British consumption.
We could be * the greatest mart for
bullocks and brains in the world "
within the British Empire, export-
ing both. And at home? Well, the
Senator says that ‘ a town manager
with n committee to advise him with-
out the elaborate paraphernalia of
universal franchise ”” could run this
little country's insignificant affairs.

(Continued at foot of next column.)
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A Plan for Political, Economic and Social Reconstruction . .

Chapter I111.

THE MOTIVES OF PRODUCTION

It poes without saying that all
the regular readers of Anx PpopracHr
are rebels, and have been in revolt
for years.against the unjust and im-
moral occupation of this ecountry by
English forcos and against the un-
warranted intervention by England in
the affairs of the Irish people. _

Any examination, no matter how
casual, of the implications, in a social
sense, which have arisen oub of the
immoral occupation here by England
for over seven centuries, will serve
but to make more deeply-rooted our

hatred of the injustice committed
apainst the Irish people, and will
show that

British rule in Ireland ultimately
rests upon the social system It has
imposed upon the Irish people.

It will be readily admitted that
tied as we have been for centuries
vn the chariot wheel of a robber Em-
pre, what 1s called the social order
M society here is but a reflection of
the order in Britain, that it is based
upon Capitalism — upon production
for profit, irrespective of the suffer-
ing, insecurity and degradation caused
by such profit seeking, upon the ex-
ploitation of the weak by the strong.

KEYSTONE OF CAPITALISM,

Trusting implicitly in the sover-
eignty of the Republic being made
effective in our lifetime, noting the
obvious signs of decay in the British

Empire and, above all, observing the

universal tendeney to the breaking up
of Society as at present organised—
if it be organised—under Capitalism,
it behoves every Republican to have

an intellizent appreciation of the
scheme for social reconstruction
in Ireland, advocated by Ax

Pronvicar, urged implicitly by Tone
and Mitchel, and explicitly by Lalor
and Connolly.

It is conceded that the keystone
of Capitalism is prndm:unn for
profit;

that production for profit .rlemﬂnds 1
dumping ground or market for goods,
whether of agricultural or industrial
nature; that dumping grounds create
the need for conguered territory;
that such conquests mean, and have,
so unfortunately for manknd, meant,
long-drawn-out bloody wars in which
men have been degraded to the
level of beasts, and have meant the
suppression of the rights of small in-
offensive peoples by those countries
highly organised on the production-
for-profits basis.  And thus the re-
sistance of the Irish people to British
political and economic exploitation
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MISSING A BEAT.

We are not to be trusted, however.
And what is wrong with the body
politic is simply that there is a king
(i.e., an English king) in the heart of
every Celt and it is missing a beat
just mow with all this new-fangled
freedom. If only we agreed to that
king propesition we would be so
spiritual, so courteous, so artistic and
prosperous, with our young peaple
all emigrating nicely once more—and
our Senators staying at home and
writing for the British Press.

EVERY PICTURE TELLS A
STORY.

The article has a ecartoon of a
dignified John Bull in a beautiful
garden and an impudent ‘schoolboy,
leaving a small cottage beside it and
being warned by his grandmother—
the Trish I'ree State—not to trespass.
At the end is a picture of “ Free
State snipers in the window of a
Sackville Street house during the re-
bellion of 1916 "—a lovely howler
that will miss its British readers en-
tirely, though it is quite in keeping
with the rest of the ! facts’ in the
article.

THE SLAVE MIND.
The whole reminds one of the poem
on the Anti-Irish Irishman—*

One slave alone on earth you'll find
Through nature's universal span,

So lost to virtue—dead to shame,
The anti-Irish Irishman.

This series of articles will set forth a
plan for Political, Economic and Social
reconstruction within the Republic of
Ireland. The series represents the Edi-
torial policy of Ax Prnopracer, We
request from all readers the closest
consideration for this plan, and the line
of policy and the activities outlined to
make it effective. It is our alternative
to the present iniquitous, degrading and
chaotic political and social order,

— Editor, Av PHOBLACHT.

expresses the resistance of tho
masses of the exploited Indian and
Epyptian peoples to DBritish interven-
tion; of the natives in what is called
the DBelgian Congo, of the Nicara-
guans to American Imperialism, of
the Chinese people apainst Japanese
ageression in Manchurin and Shang-
hai. It is as well that the vast im-
plications of the devilish conditions
of affairs which have arisen out of
production for profit be realised and
that all the brutality, violence and
misery for which it has been respon-
sible be mnever lost sight of.

RESULTS OF PRESENT
SYSTEM.

Production and distribution for
profit entails, particularly in indus-
trial areas, the creation of a wage-
earning section of the cummu_ﬂitjf,
which as we know, is not even guar-
anteed security in its inferior status.
In agriculture it has meant continu-
ous slavery from one end of the year
to the other for occupiers of land
who have seen the fruits of their
labours robbed from them by the
monopolists in the transport and dis-
tributive trades.

Thus, classes and class distinctions

have arisen out of the relations be-

tween exploiters and exploited, out
of the terms emptnyer and wage-
earner,

And, intellipent observers have to
admit that as, apparently, profit must
be forthcoming, ewmployers endeavour

to force the hiring conditions of the |

employed to the level where the
preatest profit can be secured; that
out of such efforts a war—a class war
—is actually created by the strong
preyving upon the weak. Not the
least appalling phase of the indict-
ment that can be prepared against
the production-for-profits basis is the
insecurity in life for those who are
the exploited.

This insecurity—the prevailing note
in all industrial centres—has made
life & nightmare to those who bave
to sell their labour. It has invaded
the sanctity of the home, has driven
millions into exile, has made wan-
derers of migratory labourers and of
craftsmen, has deterred the more
thoughtful and  responsible  ele-
ments of the exploited from mar-
riage and from the setting up of
homes, and thus has  created the
abuses of which every social worker
in Ireland—who knows the truth—is
only too painfully aware,

And it must be conceded that this
insecurity tends to make servile a
large section of the Irish people,
prone to adopt the line of least re-
sistance in national affairs and that
eventually public life In Ireland is
reduced to a hectic opportunism
where individuals attempt to escape
the threat of the gutter or the
country roads by selling themselves
into the services of the exploiters.

And the claim that exercise of iree
will is awvailable to those who are
forced to—and have no alternative
but to—produce ns wage-earners, as
inferior beings, is preposterous when
the appalling conditions of wage-
earners all over Ireland are realized.

TERMS DEFINED.

It is apparent that the term ex-
ploiter in Ireland really connotes the
English usurpers and such Irish ele-
ments as sold themselves to the Ing-
lish, and, that the term exploited
connotes the Irish who, for centuries
have been dispossessed of their herit-
age—the ownership of Ireland and all
its resources. In land, a forced bar-
gain was struck in one generation

through which the craven leaders of
the Irish people of that time were
content to buy out their own lands
from the English landlord eclass.
This forced bargain will yet be
repudiated through virile leadership
in the ‘" No Rent " campaign, in
spite of references, in unexpacted
places, to an English-created Aot

of 1920.

In industry, it is the real Irish who
are dispossessed, who are the victims
of exploitation for profit, who have
not yet bought and, please God, never
will buy out—the alien interests.

A FREE IRELAND,

The sin and crime growing out of
private monopoly of land, mines, fish-
eries, the products of nature—in short
the whole production-for-profit basis
—must never be tolerated in a free
Ireland. The old idea of romauce of
how the country boy comes to the
city, starts one huckster shop, opens
more, exploits his wage-slaves, grows
rich, leaves a public library or makes
bequests to religious institutions,
must go.

The new idea of romance must be
to undo all the meanness, cruelties,

hypocrisies that the old order
which (arising in Irefand out of
British  exploitation), has be-

queathed us.

A free Ireland must be visioned as
a classless society in which forced
poverty and degradation arising from
it shall be terminated through a
planned national economy based upon
production in agriculture and indus-
try for consumption and use, in
which sanity shall prevail, in which
the strong preying upon the weak,
as in the present jungle, shall not
exist, !

Therefore, the declarations that the
ownership of Ireland—of the land of
[reland, of the rvivers, lakes, terri-
torial waters, the wealth-producing
processes—is vested, under (God, in
the people of Ireland, can have but
one meaning for us. It is that such
resources shall be utilised—not for
private exploitation, but on behalf of
all the children of the nation who are
prepared to vender service, whether
by hand or brain, for the nation.
Thus, in land those who now occupy
holdings in trust for the nation shall
be confirmed in their occupation, and
but one condition sought of them—
the use of such holdings to the maxi-
mum productivity point, and the
making available® for the nation of
tho surplus beyond the needs of the
occupiers’ families. This confirmation
of oceupancy is, of course, dependent
upon the liguidation of ranch lands,
of the congested districts and of un-
economic holdings.

A CENTRAL GOVERNMENT.

In the trifling amount of industvy
existing and in that which must be
created, through  state enterprise,
those who are enzaged will produce
for the nation, will operate factories
‘in trust for the nation, will create,
annually if necessary, the internal
control of such factories. And thus
all the vast, complicated, insane ma-
chinery which has arisen out of pro-
duction for profit is terminated.

Life reduces itself to a simple
exchange, through a nn-uperaiiua
distributing scheme.

of cxchange of surplus between agri-
cultural and industrial centres; the
surplus from both being utilised for
the acquisition through external ex-

in Ireland.

In the Ireland of the future, which
we visualise, the Ceniral Govern-
ment should assurediy arise from
the different occupations and ser-
vices which serve the needs of the
people in  proportion to their
services, and their relative Import-
ance in the social, economic and
cultural life of the Nation.

With the nation mobilised in such a
' way, the huge army of lawyers, with
their idiotic references to English-
created Acts of Queen Anne, George
II. and to the Act of -1920; of those

(Continued at foot of next column,)

change, of commodities not procurable

A VOLUNTEER’S
LIFE-STORY

Ivish Volunteer. DBy Francis
Carty. (Dent & Sons. London.
Price 7/6.)

This is a Tailteann Prize Novel,
dealing with the life-story of an Irish
yvouth and telling how he became a
Volunteer, The scene is laid in a
small town in Co., Limerick, where
the lero's father has a boot-shop.
The little conntry town background
i5 well described; the gradual steps
by which the dreamy, bookish youth
came Inte the movement are well
told, A “ Manchester Martyrs' »
commemoration in the town causes
Eupgene's first awakening—though his
mother’'s bed-time story ascribes the
authorship of God Saove Ireland to
Thomas Davis! A meeting at which
John Redmond and the local M.P.
spoke in aid of recruiting, where
Irish youths are urged to go forth to
fight in defence of the Catholics of
little Belgium recalls the war atmo-
sphere. Next comes the Rising and
young Ireland’s reaction to it in the
time that followed; young Russell
finds Pearse—*' Here was the voice of
an idea older than Empire, that
would outlast every empire, the voice
of one of the ancient, indestructible
things of the world, which sets the
heart on fire,"”

After this the story moves more
swiftly, Raids and counter-raids,
ambushes, reprisals, attacks upon
R.I.C. barracks, an 'interview at
Vanghan’s Hotel with Michael Col-
lins, life on the rum, in the flying
column, scenes at a Sinn Fein court,
a faithful record that reads at times
like an account in the daily Press of
current events, but at times achieves
something better, crossing that sharp
dividing line between literature and
journalism. Here is a list of Maurice
Barry’s favourite authors stored in
the hidden room in the Brigade's
licadquarters: Fmerson’s  Fssays,
Seudna, Memoirs of Myles Byrie,
I'abre’s Book of Insects, Living-
stone’s IPPageant of Greece, Taylor’s
Life of Owen Roe O’Neill, 0 Conaire’s

The

Scacht mBuaidh an Eirghe Amach
Aliee  in  TVonderland, Connolly's
Labour in  Ircland, Newman's

Apologra—a fairly Catholic choice.
I"terce DButler, the eynieal lawyer;
AMaurice Barry, head of the column—
human with a good sense of humour;
Matty Cheevers, the old signalman;
Tony Farrell (British ex-serviceman
who ““ went over” to the Volunteers)
with his interminable ** gassing '
the * loyal” dour R.I.C.-men with
their grim  stubborn  resistance;
“ Nickser,"” the tricky publican,
playing with both sides—such are the
dlrevinatis personce. Though not great
literature, the Ivish Volunteer is very
readable and an accurate portrayal
of life. It ends with the Truce, July,
1921, a convenient time for breaking
oAl with a happy ending, H. S,

AT e . — A |- I L T ey PN
(Continued from previous column,)

who are compelled by existing condi-
tions to huckster; of those who are
willing to work and cannot secure
work ; of middlemen; of advertisers
in that stupid and wasteiul phase of
capitalistic life can all be dispensed

with and their services made avail-
able in the nationally-planned
econony.

Let us guearantee security to all
those who are prepared to render ser-
vice by hand or brain, to all in Ire-
land, upon such a basis. And what
happiness. what leisure ean be forth-
coming to all! 1t is then, when the
hagzard looks of strain, worry and
anxiety have passed from our people,
when literature, music and culture
are made available for all, that the
lonz suppressed genius of the race
can flourish. It is then that {ree
will—at present a myth—ecan really
be exercised. It is then that the soul
of a large section of the Irish people
now dragged through the gutters of
expediency, degradation and squalor
can flower.

Suppress the motive for profit-
seeking as a danger to Society and
as Inimical to good order and pub-
lic welfare, and what a transforma-
tion in the lives and characters of
our people can be effected]

g,
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AN PHOBLACHT, SATURDAY, 28th MAY, 1932.

THE MOTIVES
OF PRODUCTION

WHERE IT LEADS.

To the Editor, AN PHOBLACHT.

Sir,—A shoemaker making a pair of
shoes for his neighbour adds to his
customer’'s account—in addition to
the cost of leather and materials—a

firure representing his time and
labour, a figure commonly known as
his profit.

In a sparsely populated country
this individualistic method is the most
readils workable, :

When, however the population in-
creases so that factory production be-
eomes feasible the motive tends to
change from making boots to serve
the community—to that of making
profits for the owners of the factory.

This involves a distinct change in
the status of the workers; they are
now part of the machinery of produc-
tion. Their employment on boots is
purely adventitious: it might be any-
thing. The object of their employ-
ment is to make profits.

The increase in population has in-
troduced a social advantage—the divi-
sion of labour. The factory owners
have taken advantage of this, and
may be passing it on to their cus-
tomers as reduced prices. But the
workers have had their status lowered
from that of working for the com-
munity (which the individual shoe-
maker did) to that of working for the
private advantage of individuals.

The community, unconscious of the
advantages conferred by their num-
bers, allow individuals to appropriate
them. Given time, this appropriation
extends all round; so that the workers
in the industries are themselves the
customers for the product they make.
It iz their existence which makes
the factory system possible. They work
in these factories—not for the purpose
of making the goods they want—but
such goods -as the proprietor thinks
will show a profit.

The workers, then, are their em-
ployers’ customers. They produce the
goods which they use, with the em-
ployer a barrier between them in their
respective capacities of producers and
consumers,

Where the factory owner recognises
nis true position as an organiser of
the country’s needs— as many of them
do—the worker’s position is more self-
respecting. How, then, can the com-
“munity recover this lost advantage?

If a factory owner is also manager,
and efficient, retain him in that capa-
city, if agreeable with a council of
workers for consultation. The owners
of those concerns managed by em-
ployees should be offered compensation
on equitable terms.

The attitude of their workers to
them if offered alternative work will
soon decide their fate.

And what of the private shoemaker?
I= he to be prevented from working at
home? No, he is to be encouraged.
Every man who works is reducing the
amount required from others. Factory
hoots do not suit the feet of everyone.

Special skill on his part,.or special
work, may bring him customers—
ntherwise te hold his own against
factory produce he will require to
work longer hours and expend more
effort for a given result, besides being
cut off from the comradeship that
woitld bind State workers together.

JOHN BEATTIE.

Dundalk.

DEATH OF ARMAGH YOLUNTEER.

We regret to announce the death of
Patrick McCoy, former member of B.
Coy., Alistragh, Armagh. old 4th
Northern Division area, I.LR.A., whose
death took place on Wednesday, May
4th, at his residence Little Patrick
Street, Banbrook, Armagh.

The deceased, who was only 209, was

“s. jn failing health for over a year. He

was"ﬁﬂukpmen{:&d from taking the
part of an neh,ra Volunteer, a part so
dear to him froin_ 1919 to 1922. De-
ceased leaves a wife and two children,
to whom we exitend our sincere sym-
pathy. The funeral took place on
. Saturday to St. Pafirick’s Cemetery,

. Armagh. A beautifu]l wreath was sent

by a few old compa:
~ him in the LR.A.

ions who survive

A Plan for Political, Economic and Social Reconstruction . .

Chapter 1V.

SOME ASPECTS OF EXPLOITATION

Under present conditions there are
scarcely any financial transactions or
exchanges into which an element of
profit does not enter. The very motive
underlying these transactions is profit
on one side or the other. KEvery ad-
vantage is taken of mnecessity and
scarcity. Justice and equity ‘rarely
come into play. Hence we witness ex-
tortion on every hand. ‘

As 1t would cover too wide a field
and absorb too great a space to follow
the long chain of exploitation and ex-
tortion in all its ramifications in life,
we cannot do more than comment on
some important and common phases of
the system.

These may be summed up uudar the
following heads:

(1) Wages and workers’ cunﬂmm:s

(2) Profiteering by manufacturers,
manufacturers’ agents and dis-
tributors.

(3) Interest charges and usury by
bankers and other moneylenders.

(4) Rents on lands and houses,

(5) Professional charges.

WAGES. _

Wages "are governaed largely by the
weapon of starvation which employers
are able to use against those compelled
to sell their labour. Workers are not
paid on the basis of what is produced
by their labour, or of the service they
render, They are paid as little as
possible, and must submit because of
their dependent state, The small farm-
ers are at as great a disadvantage as
the wage-earners. They are as much
wronged and cheated by dealers,

" middlemen and merchants as the wage-

earner is by the employer. Often
their condition is worse, becsuse they
have not a guarantee of even a par-
ticular sum, no matter how low; they
must wait until they take their pro-
ducts to the market and submit to all
fluctuations. .

PROFITEERING.

It is impossible to exaggerate this
evil or to discover its magnitude.
Prices are rarely governed by actual
costs of production eor distribution,
but by special eauses, for instance, by
scarcity, monopoly or competition.

The present system has resulted in
chaos, particularly in regard to distri-
bution. There are po restrictions on
the number of shops, nor has the num-
ber any relation to the population they
serve. There are so many shops that,
to maintain them, an exorbitant profit
is added to the commeodities they sell.
Instead of the excess in number and
the consequent keen competition, re-
sulting in low prices the reverse is
the case—the prices are all the higher.

In shops in which the owners are
also the workers, long hours are
worked; many are open twelve and
sixteen hours. There is an anomaly
in the capitalist system in that the
owner-worker has an advantage over
the large owner employing workers,
The hours of the latter are regulated
by either trade umnion rules or legis-
lation, whereas, in the case of a busi-
ness conducted by owner-workers there
are no restrictions except in the
liguor trade.

The profiteering practised in mneces-
sary foods such as meat, bread, milk,
butter, vegetables and fruit is notori-
ous, that is when we compare retail
prices to the consumer with those
paid to the producers. In clothing
excessive profits also are made. The
multitude of provision, drapery and
boot stores gives an- indication of the
extraordinary overlapping and waste,
and of consequent expense which this
chaotic system imposes on the people.

The importers and distributors of
manufactured goods are highly organ-
ised in ‘‘manufacturers’ associations.”
and ‘‘ Chambers of Commerce,” which
are really rings or monopolies for fix-
ing and controlling prices. No wonder
the importers howl against tariffs, or
any measures which curtail the mass
of profitable business passing through
their hands. These, however, can be
counted on to get control too, in the
handling of native produmects, and to
continue their trade without diminu-
tion of their profits.

This series of articles will set forth a
plan for Political, Economic and Soclal
reconstruction within the Republic of
Ireland. The series represents the Edi.
torial policy of AN FPmosLacar. We
request from all readers the closest
consideration for this plan, and the line
of policy and the activities outlined to
make it effective. It is our alternative
to the present iniquitous, degrading and
chaotic political and social order.

—FEdior, AW PHOBLACHT.

INTEREST AND USURY.

The influence of the monopoly, by

the banks, of money and eredit is far-
reaching. The more it is probed the
greater its extent is appreciated, In-
terest is an important factor in most
businesses, as the majority are
operated on borrowed money. Ofi-
hand the power of the banks and the
importance of interest charges can be
roughly appreciated when we remem-
ber that while the banks obtain money
on deposit at one and a half per cent.,
they loan out this money at six or
seven per cent. In other words, for
an investment or payment to the de-
positor the banks gain on an average
five pounds, or three hundred and
thirty per cent. gross.

The waste and over-lapping in bank-
ing becomes evident, when we see four
or five banks in each town, and their
huge profits can be realised when we
observe that all these branchgs can be
maintained.

Private -money-lending is usually a
vile traffic, operating secretly and un-
trolled. Sufficient is known to prove
that blackmail enters largely into the
traffic and that it is responsible for
suicides, and the degrading of count-
less people. "There i1s no limit to the
usury which can be practised on the
victims who becomes enmeshed. In a
sane social order this practice of usury
would be made a penal offence.

Pawnbroking is the open form which
usury assumes, and through this the
very poorsst and most poverty-stricken
are further degraded and exploited.

LANDLORDISM—RENTS.

It is unnecessary to point out in de-
tail how unjust and without moral
justification are the remts collected by
landlords - on land, or how harshly
these exactions press on the majority
of those obliged to pay them. Land is
a pgift of nature, and that a privileged
section should be able to establish z
monopoly in it is simply a tyranny.

Hoew the lands of Ireland were con-
fiscated by force and divided amongst
the foreign plunderers ought to be
well known, That this privilege thus
established should be not only toler-
ated, but defended in the name of law
and -by the alleped sanction of the
vietims is amazing. The present de-
pressed condition of the agricultural
population has  brought forward
acutely the question of rents on agri-
cultural lands.

Landlordism in land in cities and
towns has, so far, received little at-
tention. Its influence and the addi-
tion it makes to the remts of houses
is little appreciated. Proportionately
rents for lands on which houses are
built are far in excess of those on
agricultural land.

House rents in most cases are so ex-
tortionate that they approximate to
the level of usury. House rents are
one of the most glaring injustices of
the present social system, and are re-
q[mn:ihie for the appalling conditions
in which such 2 large section of our
people live.

Landlordism will be dealt with in a
separate article later in this series,

k|
PROFESSIONAL CHARGES.

Professional charges operate very
harshly on the poor who are obliged
to bave recourse to the services of
professional men.

Law costs are the most glaring.
These are so high, and for the poor
so prohibitive, that the notion of
justice is a myth and a mockery. For
litigation and ordinary administrative
functions andoe charges are imposed.
Wherever property rights are involved

ety ol e e S e M Rk

procedure is complicated and charges
excessive, Practically all litigation
arises from property rights and dis-
putes, and into which equity seldom
enters. For deeds, titles, trapsters,
mortgapes, wills, lenses, exorbitant

‘charges are made for little labour. To

a poor widow to whom her husband’s
property, perhaps only a small hold-
ing, passes, the charges for adminis-
tration are so .high that she cannot
avail of the necessary procedure to
obtain legal possession or ownership.

Laws are made by lawyers who de-
liberately complicate procedure and so
make it expensive,

Enough has been stated to show
with what waste, injustice and hard-
ships the present system operates in
even the limited matters to which we
have referred.

In subsequent articles it will be
shown how these evils and the para-
sitic conditions of life at present
can be eliminated. They are the
growth of the system in which indi-
viduals have unlicensed liberty for ex-
tortion—free from any curb or control.
The community has become subser-
vient to the interests of imdividuals
and groups without conscience. The
law and the State machine support
them, because they have made the
law and created the machine for their
own ends. Nothing is a crime except
that which they decree to be criminal.
Anything which would challenge or
curtail their powers of exploitation, or
threaten their monopolies is always
regarded as criminal,

1918 CLUB.
HISTORIGAL RESEARCH
COMMITTEE.

After wvarious representations had

been made to the Executive Commit-
tee of the 1916 Club, it was decided
at a general meeting uf the members,
to appoint a historical research sub-
committee to deal with all matters of
historical interest arising out of Easter
Week, 1916, and earlier or subsequent
periods.

The Committee will strive to procure
all possible data in connection with
incidents surrounding Xaster Week,
and make a list of articles associated
therewith for the purpose of record.

The members of the club, therefore,
earnestly appeal to the public in
general to help in this matter of
National iperest and importance by
letting the committee have all par-
ticulars of articles in their custody,
as soon as possible so that arrange-
ments may be made for their safe
keeping and care in some Dublin pub-
lic institution, where they will be
available for inspection,

The Committee feel that a loan ex-
hibition of these articles will prove
most interesting to visitors to the
Eucharistic Congress and Tailteann
Games, as well as the general public.

Will those having data or articles
of Easter Week interest please com-
municate immediately with :

Hou. Secretary,
Historical Researeh Committee,
1916 Club, 32 Lr. Abbey Street,
' ; Dublin.

Brigadier Sean de Bhall

On May 6th, 1921, Sean de Bhall,
Brigade Commaundant of the Easter
Limerick Brigade, Irish Republican
Army, fell in action at Annaecarty, Co.
Tipperary. For nearly twelve months
previously he had served the Re-
publican cause in a dual capacity—as
civil administrator and military leader
—risking death continuously. He died,
as he wished to die, in battle against
the old foe. The story of his services
to Ireland will be told in our next
issue by one of his comrades.
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THE UNDOING
OF PARTITION

A BELFAST-MAN’'S VIEWPOINT.

To the Editor, AN ProbracmT,

A Chara,—Your article in lgg
week’s issue—"'' Boycoit the Belfags
Parlinment "—sounds a ecall to Re.
publicans in the Six Counties, (p
the admission of Devlin and (o,
their attendance in the Belfast Par.
liament is a fake and a deception.

You might have brought out evep
more clearly the subordinate position
the Six-County Parliament OCCUpies
ir: relation to London. This is bhe.
coming so evident that few are yup.
award of the fact,

The workers in the Six Counties
know that the cost. of living, as in.
fluenced by taxes and tariffs; the
rate of unemployment Insurance or
the dole, are matters entirely cutside
the competence of the Belfast junta,

The people who form judgments on
facts kmow that it is London, not
Belfast, which decides their fate,
This being so, and if abstention is to
Iw: advocated, why mnot add the
demand, ‘' Boycott the London Par-
liament as well as Belfast”? Sup.
porters of the Republic in the Six
Counties have allowed political stag-.
nation to develop, with the result
that no political activity is now open
to Republicans, A lead is necessary,
especially for the young people. The
sham of Devlinism and Hibernianism
must be exposed.

Passivity might be taken as ac-
quiescence—opposition must be active,

The tariff policy in the Twenty-Six
Counties will strike hard at manufae-
turers and distributors in the Six
Counties who do business in the
Southern province. This will bring
home forcibly how wrong and un-
natural is partition.

But there must be a political leader-
ship and direction if there is to be s
movement for the ending of partition,
and the bringing about of a TUnited
Republie.

The movement for freedom, to be
effective, must seek to organise the
workers who are the victims of indus-
trial Imperialism. Religious differ-
ences, while a great difficulty, must
be no bar to unity of effort. Econo-
mic pressure will surmount the reli-
erious barrier used artificially by Impe-
rialists in the past.

Belfast. JOE McCANN.

Ex-Volunteers

To the Editor, AN PHOBLACHT.

A Chara,—The official statement
from the Adjutant-General of the
Irish Republican Army regarding peo-
sions and compensation is very much
welcomed. It will spike the guns of
those who are exploiting these ques-
tions to get themselves in the lime-
light,

Recently groups of men who have
ceased to be active members of the
Volunteer movement have been using
the name of the I.LR.A, in one connec
tion or another, but seldom to help
and push forward the Volunteer orgi-
nisation. The kind of publicity they
have been getting for themselves has
been to give a wrong impression and
to mislead young men into looking up
to them for guidance in national and
Republican gquestions.

I believe that *‘ old !’ or ex-Volun-

teers who still cherish the Volunteer

spirit could be a good influence o
voung men, if they would but sup-
press their vanity and tell young med
thiat while they feel themselves unable
to be any longer active Volunteers
they are faithful to the ideals and
principles of the Volunteer movement.

The Republic is still to he €W
throned, and until it is we need the
Irish Army—the Irish Republica®
Army.

There is work for all who wish ¥
serve the Army actively or by mord

‘support.
" MICHAEL 0O'GRADY.
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IRISH SONGS OF

THE MONTHS

By Maxve Cavawvaon MacDowerrn. -
Fodhla Printing Co., Ltd.. Price 1s.

This little booklot, brought out specially
for Eucharistic Year, is from the well-
known pen of Moove Cavanagh, whose
poems are familiar to readers of Aw
PHoBLACHT. It has an atiractive cover
design by tho late Cathal Mac Dowell,
and containe an appropriate poem-
soquénce for each month of the year, as
follows :—January, the Child of Naza-
reth ;° February, 8t. Brigid ; March, Bt.
Patrick ; April, Wayside Calvary; May,
Mary's Month; June, Altar Roses;
July, Rathmichael in July ; August, The
Apsumption ; September, - Michaelmaa ;
October, Of the Rosary; November,
All Soul's Eve; December, At Bethle.
hem. Some of these poems have appeared
already in the Catholic Bulletin, America

and the Monitor, New York. All have |

the characteristio touch of Maseve
Cavanagh's sensitive, poetic soul. Though
we are more used to her rebel clarion
call to action and revolt against but-
tressed tyranny, the mood in which these
dainty offerings are presented has also
its appeal. For instance, this on Rath-
michael’s old church where :

The long dead and the newly-dead are

~ laid
Close mow in ruined chancel and in
nave,
Where Gaelic- nrpukﬂn clansmen h:nalt
and prayed
The wind-torn flage of scarlet poppies
WAVS. ’
Gray little church : Beside the broken
tower
Above thee still the hawk his prey
. will sight,

And strangers tread the clustered
clover flower, -

And love amongst the graves—in their
despite. —H. 0.

W

A NEW LANGUAGE

To the Editor,

Dr. Muresky (Is ho a Russian ) wants
us to learn Esperanto. Esperanto is a
hobby-language that can certainly be
learned in a few hours—or at the most
in & few days—and can be forgotten in
far less time. Even a limited knowledge

- of any living language, or patois merely,
is of far more benefit culturally. If

Esperanto is all that Dr. Muresky claima
it to be, then we ought drop all languages
for it. Of course, we'd have a few dozen
different and irregular dislects of Esper-
anto in another generation, but Dr.
Muresky would have .a new Esperanto
evolved by then. By the way, bow is it
that no Irish ‘* Internationalist seems
to know any languasge but English?
“ OGANACH.™

(Dr. Muresky is the pen-name of an
Irish—and Irish-speaking scholar.—
Editor, AN PHOBLACHT).

“A GOOD II'JEA M
To the Editor,

While I do not agree with all thab
Esperanto enthusiasts like Dr. Muresky
say, I see pense in the adoption of
Esperanto as an international lnnguagﬁ.
Not all of us have the time and oppor-
tunity to learn continental languages.
Tn organisations like the Anti-Imperialist
League, the Women's Internatonal
League of Peace and Freedom, and the
League of Nations itself, the use of

TEsperanto would save much time.i

C. N1 MHORDHA.
B
" WIT OF WAR »

Tﬂlﬁaﬂdﬂw
I thank your. :ﬂnﬁwar, "HBM for a
kind and helpful: nntlm of.  Laughter-

. lighted Memories. Eagﬂtfu!lylnm

uhhgﬁdtnmyth&tlmntalmmtnha
the author of the-werses entitled Eight

Shiny - But{ons. Tl:m incidents in “the

houkmonljmﬂmtadbymaandtha
verses mentioned were originally contri-
buted to an autograph album. The name
uithaaﬂthurmunhﬂwntumﬂ. k
Hnn:tﬂhﬂmm

A Plan for 'Pnl’ft:cnl' Emnam:c and d‘ucml Recunstrucuun N

Cﬁupter V.

THE STRANGLEHOLD OF THE BANKS

A i A i 0 i el

It is difficult to arouse general interest
in the guestion of banking, chiefly because
of the myatery and the technicalities in
which it is wrapped. It is one of the
things which the average man is made to
feel is beyond hia comprehension |
Oceasionslly it may occur to him to ask
—Wheroe do banks get the money ! But
the whole problem is so deliberately
obscured . by references to ‘‘ bullion,”
“ gold reserve,” '' Govornment stocks,”
“ foreign securitiea,” ete., that his be-
wildered mind gives it up. If he seecks
enlightenment from bank officiala he -will
ﬂnd either that they give little mfﬂrma.
tion, or that they know as, lst.ﬂe as,

himself.

banking are kept as secret and as clmel-_-,r
guarded’ as possible, because
it is on the credulity and ignorance
of the public that the banks flourish.
In recent times there is an increasing
public curiosity about banking. There
is & more general feeling that the present
crigis in capitalist industry and finance ia
very closely bound up with, and has
arisen very largely through the manipu-
lations of financiers, Even leading
capitalist organs in many countries have
accused the bankers of being responsible,
and they have demanded inquiry and

‘indeed a complete revision of the banking

system.

BANKS GOVERN TRADE.

Goods are available in abundance yet
cannot be distributed or purchased by
consumers because of the absence . of
“money.” What is termed " over-
production ™ in industry is a fallacy;
there cannot be too much of the things
which man requires, and of which millions
are in need, yet cannot secure. Those
who know the facta affirm that the
banking and monetary systems are at
fault ss much as the displacement of
men by machinery. The function of
issuing credit is in the hands of the bankas,
and so the banks determine the question
of employment. The amount of “money™
or credit available or in circulation at
any time governs trade and employment.

ORIGIN OF SYSTEM.

The banking system, as we know it,
pvolved from the privilege conferred on
a man who, with a shrewd eye for a good
investment, launched a schermne whereby
he and his associates lent money to an
English king to wage war on France,
gecuring in return 'a charter that gave

them a monopoly of banking and the |

control of what money was allowed into
circulation, Prior to the creation of
this monopoly the houses that carried on
banking were repogitories for the safe
keeping of gold. The passage of time
has brought about a change in the
functions of the banks which now operate
under the monopoly. They are no longer
banks for the safe keeping of gold.
They are really large-scale pawnshops
lending currency or giving credits against
a lien on property, and like their socially-
humbler brethren the pawn-brokers,
making a charge for the accommodation.

This changed function simply reflects
the change that has taken. place in
circumstancos of people, in the manner
of conducting trade between one country
and another and even between individuals
of the same country. The character of
what is deemed * “’ﬂalt.h " has undergone
a change so complete a8 to be a reversal
of former ideas.

A vast amount of paper—bank notes,
cheques, bills of exchange, promissory
notes, etc.~—has come into circulation
and has come to be accepted as “‘money™

r * wealth,” without any knowledge of
the real values on which these-are based

-or drawn, or whether the alleged security

exists at all.” It is nnlyxwhan a huge

‘swindle is discloged, or when some great

ecommercial or financial institution col-
lapses, under the weight of paper, that
any doubt js expressed on this strange
phenomenon of finance mﬂnipulnted by
the bankers.

[

ONLY fully
Q) ticiana tﬂt your gight at

DIXON HEMPENSTALL
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unhﬁad opticians recognised
oint Council of Qualified

They are merely tools. !Elnrmg. :
the machine, The principles underlying |,
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This serles of articles will set I’uﬂh
a plan for Political, Economio and
Soclal reconstruction within the Re-
publle of Ireland. The series repre-
sents the Editorial polloy of ‘" An
Phoblacht.” We reguest from all

this plan, and the line of polloy and
the activities outlined to: make It
effective. It Is our alternative to the
present iniquitous, degrading and
chaotic political and social order.
—¥ditor, An ProsracHT

: We are particularly interested in
banking as it operates in Ireland and in
f;hg"pqcu]inr problems which it presents
to the Irish people. , At once it can be
said that. banking.in Ireland is merely
an off-shoot of the English system. The
majority of the banks operating in Ireland
are but branches of large English banks,
and they are controlled and direeted
from London. All the banks in Ireland
are tiod very closely to one or other of
the English groups, and over all, English
and Irish, the Bank of England domi-
nates. .

The so-called Irish bank-rate is dictated
from London ; every change in rates and
in policy in Londen is followed automa-
tically here. Banking in Ireland is
conducted without regard to any Irish
interests, need or advantage, but solely
to suit English industrial and ﬁnanmal

policy.

There is no gold held in the banks in
Ireland. During the World War all the
gold they held was handed over to the
Bank of England in exchange for paper.

There is no gold behind—or as it is
called “backing’—the Twenty-six County
paper currency notes. These are based
on British Government stocks bought by

‘the Twenty-six County Government and

lodged with the Bank of England. These
notes therefore are issued on the authority
of the Bank of England. The "“Security”
for these notesis in London, not in Dublin,
and is dependent on the fortunes of these
British stocks and British Treasury policy
in regard to money, credit and financial
manipulations as dictated by British
interests or difficulties. '

FUNCTIONS OF IRISH BANKS.

In most countries the larger functions
of the banks are to finance industry,
trade, and social and municipal develop-
ment such as housing, sanitation, ete.
In Ireland the main purpose of the banks
is to collect all the money in the country
and to invest it abroad. '

The banks operate on a limited, small

capital, subscribed by a small number of

shareholders, and the directors are drawn
from the banking class in England and
here. By means of this small invested
capital the banks get control of enormous
sums, chiefly on deposit. They pay a
small sum as interest to the depositors,
while they invest the money abroad at
consgiderably higher rates, or make loans
to farmers, traders and others at exorbi-
tant rates as compared with those they
pay to the depositors. Out of these
transactions they are enabled to pay huge
dividends to the shareholders and big
salaries to the directors. The British
Parliament has been wvery kind to the
copitalists and has protected them by
numerous Acts of Parlisment.

In the event of failure the obligations
of the sharcholders are limited to the
declared capital of the bank.

The banks have always been loath to
give facilities to enable industry to be
ereated in this country, lest it would
rival or compete with British industry.
In this way Ireland has remained entirely
undeveloped industrially, while English
industry is financed by Irish money,
The banks here are collectors of money

_for British industry and for the buying

of British Gowvernment stocks.

AGRICULTURE HIT.

Agriculture, Ireland’s main industry
and meane 'of existence, has always been
shamefully treated by the banks and
Irish farmers have not attempted to
organise their own banking. Hence
agricalture has remained ‘at the mercy
not only of the English markets for the
sale -of products but of English banks

for credits. While one section of the |

agriculturists are handing over their
money to the banks at a mere nominal

L
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readers the closest consideration for
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figure, another soction is obliged to
borrow at ruinous rates of interest.

During the currenty inflation of the
World War and immediate post-war
period, land was bought and sold at
extraordinarily high prices, based on the
inflated walues. Later England decided
to revert to *“the Gold Standard,”
followed by deflation, that is the with-
drawal of currency from circulation,
which resulted in a fall in prices and a
consequent scarcity of currency. This
meant that borrowers were unable to
pay interest charges, and the land pur-
chased at such high figurea would not
realise anything like the amount paid if
offered for sale.

This development has created a first-
class crisis amongst the farming com-
munity.

The banks, losing heavily on their
investments in England snd in other
countries as a result of the industrial and
commercinl collapse in capitalist economy,
have refused to make any concessions o
their debtors in Ireland.

These loans must also be regarded as
investments by the banks. The bankers
insist on holding Irish borrowers to their
contracts, notwithstanding the serious
decline in the wvalue of land on which
the loans were made, and the collapse
in prices of agricultural producta, To-day
considerable numbers of the agricultural
community are in bondage to the banks,
for whom they are merely caretakers on
the holdings, paying over the results of
their labours in interest to the banks,
on what have become fictitious loans or
investments.

Inish interests were never consulted
when deflation was decided on by the
British Treasury and the Bank of England,
vet they are made to suffer all the conse-
quences. This step was decided on
because it was believed to be to the
advantage of England, whose interests
are preponderatingly industrial. The
change proved disastrous to Irish agri-
culture, while it brought no benefit to
England. '

""CONTROL OF INDUSTRY.

Capitalist industry is developed largely
by loans and overdrafts from the banks.
In this way the banks obtain & decisive
influence on industrial policy. Many of
the largest industries are almost entirely
under the control of banks and banking
corporations. So-called Rationalisation,
which means the displacement of labour,
was carried out at the dictation of the
banks interested financially in the
different industries.

Propounding policies for industrial
development in the Twenty-six Counties
while leaving the banking system in the
hands of the monopolists is useless. It
can only lead, at best, to widening the
field for banking exploitation, which will
obtain-a dictatorship over the industries
set up, and over production, and workers'
conditions, This has oceurred in every
country and it will ingvitably happen in
the Twenty-six Counties.

Everybody realises how immoral and
pernicious are the effects of the traffic of
pawn-broking and private usurious money-
lending. On reflection it will be seen that
the banks are nothing more than a highly
orgenised wing—covered with more
" respectability ""—of the same traffic.
And the operations of the banks are more
widespread and more harmful than those
of other usurers,

It is vital that Banking should be
brought under the control of the people
and be made a social service to serve their
needs, and not—as now—to exploit them.

Thie will not mean that there will be
no reward for thrift, nor that thriit
would not be encouraped. All sorts of
technical difficulties will be advanced by
those whose interests might be affected
and by those who have imbibed the
bankers' propaganda and become slaves
to their cult. The people muat organise

to smash the power of the bankers'

monopoly which is the chief agency of
Impﬁnﬂ-].l.ﬂt- and Enplt-ahnb &::plmtatmn
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! RIDNEY SKEILLY COMING BACK

NEXT WEEK! i

Our Super-Sleuth, Ridney Skeilly |
(loaned from the Irish Daily [
Dependent) is at present on anm’
Empire Tour in an endeavour to | -
focate MacCorkscrew, Meg Gulla- | :
gain, Fits Kenni and other late | 9§
unlamented big personalities. Rid- |
ney wires that he has located six [
of them, who now have jobs with-§ &
the firm of Empire Cosmetics |
(Unlimited). He has secured special | .
and sensational interviews, which ; ¥
he will give to the young readers 1 '
of Ax ProBLAcHT as soon as he [
can pay the Customs duties on
them. Ridney is accompanied by
our new and slightly erratic artist,
“ Orr,"” who has had the displeasure
of having to sketch MacCorkscrew
and the rest, in their new roles.
Ridney and Orr return next week;
we'll turn them over a few columns
for their exclusive use. So, pass
the good news along.

P.S.—Unlike the new Cosgravian
organ, we don’t give our paper away
free to newsboys, so please order
your copy of Aw ProsLacHT in
advance.
T 8 B S S Sl i - i

FIANNA EIREANN §

TO ALL RANKS,

i

All members of Fianna Eiresnn will -
report to their senior officers at the g
Assembly Field, Solling, on Sunday next, &8
19th inst., on or before 2 p.m. ;
The Eamnr Officer of each unib 'i'ﬂﬂ -
report to the Chief Scout before falling
into processional order, :
ADIT.-GEN, Fianna BREsNN.

s i

Notice to Visitors

. The Committee announce that they : '_.:
will be in attendance in Room 1, 4 B
Parnell Square from 8 p.m. to 10 pam. | j
on Wednesday, 22nd inst., for the pur-. /|
pose of receiving visitors intorested “‘ B
the graves ‘of our patriot dead. "

SEAN FITzPATEICE, i |
Hon. St
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AN PHOBLACHT, SATURDAY, 4th JUNE, 1932.

DEMAND FOR
PRISON REFORM

WHY NOT APPOINT A DIRECTOR
OF PRISONS?

't Humanitas "' writes: —
There is a widespread demand for

the humanisation of prisons in the
Such demand.

is supported by the more enlightened

Twenty-Six Counties. .

and progressive among the Irish pro-

vincial Press, which often leads our

metropolitan dailies. It is a demand
made also by Republicans (most of
whom bave had the opporiunity of
studying prison conditions directly
from behind bars themselves).

A CONTRAST.

The Free State prisons, taken over
from the British as part of their evil
‘heritage have all the vices of the
British system at its worst: the soli-
tary confinement, the monotony, the
silence rules, the spying and touting
among warders and stool pigeons, the
starvation diet, the utter hopelessness
What 1s

worse even: the British jails have
had certain reforms introduced in the
last ten years or so. There are educa-

tional lectures, there is certain asso-

ciation, the food is better and more

. varied, a chance is given and a hope

to. the prisoner, more humane
methods are being used, though much

" remains to do, .08 instance the recent
Dartmoor mqt_,i&;: and its reactions. -

THE POSBITION HERE.

Bul not one of these ameliorations
has been permitted to penetrate to
“Free'’ State: in fact, in many
respects the late and ex-Minister for
Justice left the wretched prisons

_worse, the prisoners’ lot more hope-
.less than when . the

“started.
LSII*’GDU.II'I‘;I area are actually much

““Free '’ State

Northern Prisons in the

better (as some .'R.epuhlmana have

'tegtified) than those in the Twenty-

S8ix Counties, because, automatically
the improvements wrought-in British
prisons as a raault of the pena! re-
form . movement,* vwm'a copied in the
Six-County Ju.lls

Mr. F:tzgeralﬂ—Kunney used to
boast that as part of a scheme of
S Eﬂﬂﬂﬂmj' " he cut off milk from the
prisoners’ potridge - and cut down
further the already meagre
rations, so -that it is now a common-
place that practically every prisoner
in ‘“ Free' State jails goes hungry.
This is a disgraceful state of affairs

- and should not be tolerated in a so-

called Christian State. There are
many other hardships and disabilities
crying for reform. Public bodies have
had the right to nominate prison visi-
tors . (held unﬂar ‘the British) taken
'This right should be re-

L

'I:IVEHHAULIHE NEEDED.
But most of all, the Prison system
needs a tlmruugh and drastic over-
there 'should be a full in-

upon their dark places. When Spain
set up its Republic it put at the head

‘of its system a woman lawyer and re-

volutionary of Irish descent, who has
introduced many reforms, who since
her taking office has been respomsible
for introducing a complete change in
prison life and has had to face all the
maaﬂeﬂ forces of reaction in -conse-

quence.

" WHY NOT THIS?

Why should not this example be
followed? There ia no one in Ireland
to-day ‘more versed in the krowledge
of the workings of the antiquated and
discredited system than Madame
Gonne McBride, whose work for pri-
soners extends over nearly half a cen-
Why not-appoint her Director

some of the many needed reforms and
to clean up ‘the .Augean stables of

Mountjoy, Portlaoghise and the rest?

A Plan for Political, Ecnnumfc and J‘amul Recnnstructmn i %

Cﬁﬂpter V.

Landlordism in land is again clearly
in view. Landlordism is smashing up
homes, and anger against it is rising
rapidly. Landlordism in rivera breaks
into the news every now and then when
it drags men before the courts for
* poaching.” Landlordism in land and
exercised in the form of ground rents in
cities id the most effectively concealed
activity of all forms of landlord loot.
A government that would approprate
ground-renta to meet the crisis of unem-
ployment would find iteelf loaded with
money, Already enquiring minds are
digging into these ground-rents and soon
there will be en exposure of the traffic.
The fight that will develop around this
issue will be fast and furious.

ay

THE FIRST LANDLORDS.

The attack on landlordism raises an
enquiry into its origin and the rights of
landlords. ' .

James Connolly said Capitalism is the
most foreign thing in Ireland. Certainly
the landlordism we endure was a foreign
invention. According as our clan system
and communal owneiship of land was
smashed up by the British invader,
court favourites were given a countryside
under title of the British EKing. It was
to grab our lands that the invasion took
place. The invaders were pretty raw
beef., They came to rob, and rob they
| did. They had as much respect for the
civilization and culture of the country
they invaded as the Black and Tana had.
They came to Ireland in the spirit of
an unfortunate underworld suddenly let
loose on & city. '

DISPOSSESSING THE NATIVES,

The necessity for alliance with local
support stayed the hand of the invaders
considerably at first, but as they got
entrenched territories coull be conferred
with greater freedom on the British
court favourites. In some cases the
concession was given on the understanding
that the area would be planted with
needy Britishers who would supplant the
Irish owners and make themselves a new
garrison, There was a great clamour for
such ' concessions when it ba-:nme clear
that the Irish resistance was weakening.
It was finally decided to sweep the whole
Irish population into selected areas, and
even in thease reservations they were to
pay tribute to Britain. Sweeping the old
race into these areas was somewhat
difficult : families were pitched out, but
they sort of hung around rather than
face the trek into the unknown, and these
needy, homeless folk became rather an
annoyance, However, the Empire usually
finds & use for its by-produects, and in
ordéer to clean up the country the traffic
in slavery with the West Indies came in.
Women between twelve and forty ; men
between sixteen and sixty were sold in
thousands to order. And so ordered
government was more or less secured.
“Valid " . titles to land were issued.
Landlordism was enthroned. All that
the Irish had to do was to honour the
King and obey the laws.

BORN INTO BARBARITY.

Landlordism, therefore, is blessed by
the full sanction of the British Crown.
It is as binding as British laws can make
it. It is & fixed institution. To attack
landlordism is to assault the whole
meaning of British occupation of Ireland.
In the shade of landlordism and planter-
ism British rule has grown up. The
alavery of the mass of the Irish people
could only be achieved when they were
torn from their homes and made serve
the stranger. To get on in the world
any Irish family had to serve the rulers
and earn their confidence. Thers wasa
ﬂl]ljl’ one way to do that, and that was
by aamnt.mg in the enslavement of the
dispossessed race. The prosperous Irish
families that grew up within the Empire
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LANDLORDISM

TS

This series of articles will H.t forth a
plan for Political, Economic and Social
reconstruction within the Republic of
Ireland. The series represents the Edi-
torial policy of Aw Puosracer. We
request from  all readers the closest
consideration for this plan, and the line
of policy and the activities outlined to
make it effective. It Is our altermative
to the present iniquitous, degrading and
chaotic political and social order.

—Hditor, AN PEOBLACHT,

are bailiff stock, whether their bailiff
work was a8, judges, . police, touts, in-
formers, traitors, jailers, hangmen or the
lite. In feat and trembling a femily
grew rich, and the richer it got the more
slavishly sensitive to the emile or frown
of our ruleis. Let exceptions prove the
rule. The Empire built its forts here
when it established landlordism, and
every sprouting that now defends Im-
perialism grew.up within the shelter of
these forts. - .

There is no room for argument about
the right of landlords., The present
inheritors of landlord interests were born
into the barbarous role they have to
play. It would be idle to go punishing
them : just dispossess them.

ABOLITION A NECESSITY.

The struggle in Ilandlordism which
achieved such heights fifty years ago was
sold out in the peace terma. Undoubtedly
the position' of the mass of the Irish
farmers was improved, but the root evil
wad not destroyed : landiordism was
changed into & bond-lordism, and rents
were called annuities. Just as it is taking
the mass of the people some years to see
the treaty to be what it is, so it took time
to see that bond-lordism is the old enemy
in a new form and that the gale day
continues to be one of the anxieties of
rural life, ' )

To-day & more enlightened youth
demands the abolition of landlordism.
Against these demands of thoughtful and
gemerous youth-stend the dark -dunghills
of vested interests and the maggoted
intellects that feed on’ their garbage.
The youth must see their resistance to
be what it is, & diseased condition of our
gocial life, One does not argue with
sick people, one treats them. There are
many minds caught in the poison of these
evil agencies end thev must be rescued.

-

BIG VERSUS SMALL.

When we are agreed that landlordism
or bondlordiam must cease, life presents
us with questions: as things are, does
the abolition of landlordism -mean no

PRISONERS' NOTES AGAINI .

People have become 50 tired of
reading about political prisoners that
many actually resent the reappear-
ance of these motes.

It is only mnatural that people
should prefer to look at the happier
side of things and for the first time
for ten years in the Twenty-Six
Counties: there are mo political pn-
S0Ders.

But much as we would like to let
your minds dwell on the rosy side of
the picture we must be honest
and remind you of three of your
fellow-countrymen who are spending
these summer days locked up in soli-
tary confinement in that grim jail in
the Crumlin Road, Belfast.

PAUL CORRIGAN. -

In that jail Paul Corrigan, a mere
youth is serving a sentence of three
months for being in pusaasamn of fire-
ATImS3.

Owing to his age he is serving his
sentence in the special section for
juveniles in the B Wing of the jail.
At his trial in Ar'magh he defiantly
refused to recognise tha authonty of
the court.

In a prnnnca where every police-
man openly and most provocatively
displays his revolver as his method of
upholding British rule the surprising
fact is not that Paul Corrigan was in

UPROOTING

rent? does that mean big farmers escape
into new poasitions of privilege ?

As a matte. of fact the biggest of the
big farmers have escaped : such landlords
as turned Capitalist farmer enjoy free-
holds already (the Powerscourts and the
like). The mass of the small farmers and
the wage-earners in abolishing land-
lordism say that an increased -share of
the burdens of to-day's bad times must
be passed up on the big farmers in
common with the others in whose hands
ia concentrated the ** hiring of labour and
the conduct of trade.” The question of
principle is the abolition of landlordism :
what the facts of life force on the minds
of the mass of the workers and small
farmers in addition to the abolition of
landlordism is not in detail within the
scope of this article. Life demands that
the big farmer must pay charges from
which. the small farmer is freed.

THOSE GROUND RENTS.

That individuals own rivers is surely
a proposition that has only to be stated
to be flouted. And yet the Duke of
Devonshire not only states this nonsense,
but has it accepted. And others like him,.
Such damn nonsense! Life does not
press such a mass of people against the
fisheries as against land as & means of
subsistence so there has been less struggle
around the issue. But the pressure of
these bad times is ahﬂ.rpenmg the clashes
here.

The coverings over the ground rent
traffic are pretty close. A shop.keeper
pays £1,000 per year ground rent and
passes it on to his prices. He does not
fight the burden because he can pass it
on. An investigation of ground rent
charges is a matter of great yrgeney and
importance.

A SIMPLE SOLUTION.

Are we out to make new beggara! we
will be asked. Has a landlord no right

‘to a living in the country f There is one

answer to these ‘ heartrending’ tales of
poor dispossessed landlords. We believe
that every ‘human being willing -and fit
to work should be given work to do. If
work is not available he is entitled to
maintenance. We have no intention of
vindictively refusing the protection of

‘these safeguards to anybody. An unem-

ployed landlord will be offered work like
anybody else. If he is unfit to work he
will be supported like any other worker.
If he won't work, then he can bum
around. If he tries to oiganise to restore

-the barbarous practices of his regime,

he will go to prison or to hospital, or be
in some way restrained. Simple? It is
the simple things startle the world.

possession of a gun but that every
young man in Ulster is mot in posses-
sion of firearma,

THORNBURY AND CONNOLLY.

In D Wing, in the same jail,
Arthur Thornbury and Jim Connolly,
two well-known Republicans, are
awaiting trial on a charge of raiding
for arma on the might of April 3rd.

Arthur Thornbury is ome of the
best-known Republicans in Belfast
and his arrest is due to the vindic-
tiveness of Craigavon’s Government.
At the preliminary trial, in spite of
their bribes the police failed to find

anyone who would apree to identify
him 2s being one who took part in
the raid. But evidence is no more
necessary in Craigavon’s court than
it was in Cosgrave's, and Craigavon
sleeps better at night when he knows
there are'\three Republicans the less
‘at large. He has however employed
the wrong tactice this time, as Paul
Corrigan, Arthur Thornbury and Jim
Connolly, who might remain un-
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GAELS AND
'REPUBLICANISM

(Continued from page 2.)

and experience. In support of this, e
would mention the case of a young athlete -
of fine promise who was forced to compet ¢
in four running events at a Spor *
Meeting in Dublin last season. Two of
these immediately suceeeded each other,
and the result was that the young fE-linw
strained his heart. Such sins will contingg
to be committed while the quantity
complex features athletio propaganda,

Better far to train 20 athletes as thay
should be trained—a whole-time tmmmg
—and the successes of these men would
evoke more qualily than the making of
200 Hpﬂﬂchﬁa, or the indiscrimingts
formation of as many clubs.

IRISH INSURANCE PARK.

Rain fell almost continuously during
the earlier part and pitilessly towardy
the end of the fine programme arranged
in connection with the opening of above
Park at Killester last Sunday. Quite g
hostmg of Insurance Chiefs, including
Messra. Nugent, O'Reilly, Thornton,
Vietory, and O'Mahony were present, as
were also many old Gaels, amongst whom
were noticed Messra. T. Hayes, E. Cor.
bett, and R. Curtis. The Hurling matoh
between Keatings and New Ireland.
Agssurance Company was vigorously con-
tested. Keatings won. In the Football.
contest, Clann na nGaedheal had an
easy victory -over the recently-formed
Irish Insurance Federation team, i

The grounds are well-equipped with
pavilion accommodation, and are-
splendidly laid out. No doubt the

pitch will engage the early attention ni :
the Committee reapnns:h]a

g e P T P

REPUBLICAN BAND APPEAL.

The O'Rahilly Republican Brass &
Reed Band (Dublin) appeals to all

forms for Buder}stnwu Sunday.
members have already expended their i
slender financial resources in instru-
ments, and have little left towards

uniforms. A generous response {0
this appeal will ensure that this Il'rl'b-
lin Republman Band will be Eultahh :
equipped on the occasion of the great -
hosting at the graveside of Wolle
Tone. Every subscription will be
thankfully received by L. Byrne
Secretary, O’Rahilly Brass and Reed.
Band, 41 Parnell Square, Dublin. * ’
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DON'T PAY INCOME TAX withont
consulting us. MacDonagh & Boland,
Ltd., 51 Dame Street, Dublin. 'Phone

are the plok of the market; are unvarying n
quality, ' and glve univarsal satisfaction.
PRICES:—1/2, 1/8, 1/8, 1/8, 2/ 2/% 2/%.

CHINA TEAH:-—E,-*! and 3/8 per Ib.

BECKER BROS., LTD.,
8 EOUTH GREAT GEORGE'S 8T. and 17 NORTH EAKL ST., nnBLIH
Telephone—21172.

23034. (Advt.)
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CONDITIONS IN BELFAST PRISON

noticed outside will from their cells

in Belfast Jail serve 1o focus the at-

tention of all Republicans on tha_ .

ereat betrayal of the North.

HELP THEM!

In their solitary cells they voice
the right of Irishmen to the freedom
and unity of their country. They are
the successors of William Orr, Thomas
Russell and the other founders of :th_'!'
United Irishmen, that great organisd
tion which 140 years ago made 10

apology - for demanding mmplﬂf:ﬂ
separation from England. Their
struggle against British domination

of iheir prﬂ?mﬂﬁ is a matter which
concerns Irishmen throughout the
Jength and breadth of Ireland. They
must not be left to carry on this
struggle alone, Their lmpﬂﬁqllm“t‘
must: be made the rallying basis of 2
drive to hnnmh British rule and
British cnntrul from every inch of the |
countiy,

—Pu!:t:ml Prisonérs E’umm:ite&

Cumann na mBan.

S Sy o

railing-in of the Hurlieg and Football -

Republicans to help it to procure uni- §

Its i
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The Fallen Brave

The Last Post. Compiled by Mary
Donnelly. National Graves Asso-
eiation, Dublin, Price 1/-.

This record of Ireland’s heroic dead

in Dublin Qity and County contains
for the first time a completo list of
the various places—Glasnevin, Ar-
bour Hill, Mountjoy, Croppies’ Acre,
St. Werburgh’s, St. Michan’s, Bully's
Acre, Golden Bridge, Inchicore,
Dean’'s Grange and the rest—where
Republicans of earlier times as well
as of recent years lie buried, It has
also the names of burial places
throughout County Dublin. One
would like to see other counties fol-
lowing up this good example. For
the first time, not only are the graves
in Glasnevin properly listed and
located—there is an excellent map,
index and plan of the Cemetery—but
the jailyard graves and the names of
their occupants are given also. 1In
Dean’s Grange we note the monu-
ment to Reginald Dunn and Joseph
O’Sullivan, two Irishmen hanged in
London for shooting General Wilson
of Pogrom fame. Memorial crosses
to Republicans murdered by Free
State agents are also listed and a
complete Roll of Honour of the Irish
Republican Army (Dublin area) is
given, together with a. list of the
execntions that took place in Dublin

8 B g g i S P P e i

RIﬁHEY SKEILLY
MISSING!

Ridney Skellly has had another
mental lapse. As a result, his
exclusive and exhaustive Inter-
view ‘with the famous Madame
MacCorkscrew did not reach us
‘untll this morning. We can't

find room for it—nor for Orr's
expressive portrait of the dame
until next week.

from’
Here are the figures:
1803—Twenty-two executed,
1867—Fenian Rising, four
cuted. -
1880-83—Land War, four exzecuted.
1916—Fourteen executed (Easter
Week).

1920—'"Tan War, twenty-four exe-
cuted. . .

1922-23.—War to Enforce Treaty,
seventy-nine executed, seventy-seven
being members of the I.R.A.

A list of civil victims of British
militarism and Imperial capitalism is
udded, including the victims of the
King’s Own Scottish Borderers at
Bachelor’'s Walk, 1914, snd those of
the D.M.P., at the Dublin Lock Out
Riots in 1913,

There iz a foreword by Maurice
Twomey and an introduction in Irish
on behalf of the Committes. Not
least attractive are the illustrations
of various memorials, In this little
volume of less than a hundred pages
there i8 a world of history and re-
search. The National Graves Com-
mittee deserve to be congratulated
on their idea, particularly on their
happy selection of .a- historian, for
Muary Donnelly has given of her best
—and there is no better—in this
unique labour of love, for which Re-
publicans, not only of the present,
but of future generations owe her a
deep debt. Thia is true pioneer work
nf the most valuable kind and it is
still left for individual initiative and
devotion to carry through,
““‘Speranza’s’’ lines from the frontis-
piece ring out a mnation’s indict-
ment:

““ For the Angel of the Trumpets
will know s as he passes,

‘A ghastly spectral army before
great God will stand,

And arraign ye as our murderers,

0 spoilers of our land.”

axe-

" The Bread

BUY
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smumet's. Riging  (1803) to 1923. .

A Plan for Political, Economic and Social Reconstruction

Chapter VI.

METHOD OF DISTRIBUTION

i

In some parts of the world wheat is
thrown into tho sea. In Brazil coffee
ia burned. In Ireland not later than a
fortnight ago fish was dumped over the
side of some English trawlers off Galway.

or fish you will find that it will not be
given away to you even if you are
starving,

These are merely a few instances. Such
things are done, to create & scarcity and
go that the prices of your requirementa
ghall be increased. That is an underlying
principle which forms the basis of Distri-
bution as at present organised.

There is no side of the present economic
structure which is more wasteful than
distribution. Distribution is, or at least
should be, the method by which producta
—whether they be manufactured or
obtained from the soil—are distributed
from the fountain head to the actual
COnSUmer.

Like production, under the system we
live in, distribution is to-day rum fo
profit eand not for service. -

YOU PAY HIS PROFIT!

In the existing method of distribution
of industrial goods are included the
manufacturer's sgent, the wholesaler,
and the shopkeeper.

The manufacturer’s agent does not

actually handle the goods; his funection
is to secure orders from wholesalers and
‘big merchants. These he relays on to
the manufscturer. The manufacturer’s
agents receive & commission from the
manufacturer on the ssles, This com-
mission varies greatly with the different
types of goods.

The next agent in the process of
distribution is the wholesaler. His
furiction is to re-sell the goods at a profit
to the shops. He receives a commission
or discount of from 7} per cent. to 20
per cent.

Finally we come to the retailer, whose
functionzit.is te distribute the goods to
the consumers. The average retail profit
on goods would be roughly 124 per cent.
to 16 per cent. (for some lines his profit
would be as much as 40 per cent.).

In addition to these agencies there are
numerous others which make their profita
from distribution. The principal one
among these is advertising. The manu-
facturer advertises; the manufacturer's
agent advertises; the wholesaler adver-
tises; the retailer advertises. They
advertise for the purpose of inducing
each other to buy.

Whenever you buy a manufactured
article you can take it for granted that
it has gone through all these agencies.

And that each one of them has made
his share of profit on it for which You
pay. Not to mention the profits made
by the Railway, Shipping and Cartage
Companies for which, of course, you
also pay.

THE VICIOUS CIRCLE.

It can be taken for granted that
30 per cent. of the retail price of a
manufactured article has been devoted to
the process of distribution outlined
above, and in excess of the cost of manu-
facture. In other words when you
spend £1 on making purchases, at least
6/- of that £1 has been spent in trying
to induce you to buy the articles which
you needed—or if you didn’t need them
—to fool you into the belief that you did.

enough to let themselves be fooled, there
is no remedy. Dut then it must be
renlised that in the present state of things
they have no alternative. Not only has
the consumer no ehance of avoiding the
system of distribution, but the manufac-
turers- and the shopkeepers have no way
of avoiding it. If the manufacturer does
not abide by it he will not sell his goods,
and if the shopkeeper does not abide by

BOLANDS’

IRISH GOODS

it he will not be supplied.

of Quality

It may be =aid that if people are foolish |

This series of articles will set forth
a plan for Political, Ecomomic and
Social reconstruction within the Re-
public of Ircland. The series repre-
sents the Editorial policy of ‘* An
Phoblacht.”! We reguest from all
readers the closest consideration for

Yet if you want to obtain wheat, coffee jthis plan, and the line of policy and

the activities outlined to make it
effective. 1t is our alternative to the
present iniquitous, degrading and

chaotic political and social order.
Editor, Ax lenutﬂ:r,l

HOW IT SHOULD BE.

The distribution like the production—
of all the essential needs of life—shounld
be organised as a social service and should
not, as at present, be organised to bring
profits to certain select members of
society who have enoongh money to buy
at a cheaper rate and to bhold their
purchase until a scarcity has been
created.

There is one remedy and one remedy
only for this evil system of distribution,
‘viz., that like the distribution of letters
or parcels

it should become a Siate Sexrvice,
to be run for the benefit of the
community as a whals,
and not for the purpose of allowing a
few select people to gamble with ihe
necessities of hife.

EVILS OF THE PRESENT SYSTEM.
Not only is the present system injurious
to the conmumer, but it is also Injunocus
to the shopkeepers and the smaller
manufacturers. Gradually, but very
surely, big concerns, mainlv British, are
crushing out the loral traders. Apart
from this.ﬁmmliﬁehymrﬁmdiﬂliﬂ—
the overlapping and waste which occurs
through the multiplicity of shops. In
your own town how many shops are
there within easy reach of you,all sap-
plying the same goods? H yon happen
to be a shopkeeper you will realise better
than anyone else the wastefol competition
which exists.

Let it be understood quite cleariy that
no blame can be “attached to those
engaged in the present system of distri-

bution—whether they be shopkeepers or -

employees—becanse under existing condi-
tions they have no aliemative but to
fall in with 1it.

WANTED—A CO-OPERATIVE BASIS.

In the Ireland we visualizse distnbution
should be a State service on a co-operative
basis, for the bensfit of the producer
and the consumer, under State super-
vision. Stores or distributing centres
would be established on a basis sufficient
to cater for the needs of the population
in each district. These stores would be
controlled by co-operatives of consumers

and producers who would be responsible
for their administration. A Board would
be set up by the Government to:—

(a) Examine and decide upon the kind,
quantity and quality of the goods
necessary for the needs of the
people.

() Purchase these goods in bulk for
the whole country, thereby se-
curing them at a lower price.

(¢} Determine and fix the price at
which these goods must be sold.

(¢} Be responsible for the supervision

of the co-operative stores.
E The guiding principle should be to
supply the essentials of life at a price as
near cost price as possible. Itis visualised
that in some goods which are not essen-
tiale—or which are luxuries—prices would
!b& fixed which would allow & margio of
profit. Such profits would then be used
! to reduce the price of essentials to below

cost price if possible.

OBJECTIONS ANSWERED.

One of the first questions that will be
asked is =—

“ What will happen to shopkeepers and
those employed in the distributive trade
at present?”

A large section would, naturally, be
employed in the new system of distribu-
tion, but also a large section would become
redundant—as in fact they really are-
to-day. Under the Ireland we visualise
it would be the duty of the Government
(as outlined in other articles) to provide
| substitute employment for those who are
| redundant. How many small shop-
keepers would notwillinglytoday relinguish
their hazardous occupation if they were
assured of a guaranteed occupation which
would bring them security !

Another objection which will be raised
is the cost of organising such a system
and the “red tape” involved. What
could be more costly than the present
system * The accounts of the Co-operative
Stores would have to be published. You
would know the cost price of the goods
. and you would know the price you paid
for them. You, being a conspmer, would
have a controlling wvoice on the local
co-operative and could supervise its
working

At present do you know the net cost
. price of the articles you buy in a shop ?
Do yoa know the profit the manufacturer
makes on it? The profit the wholesaler
'and the retailer makes on it?! The
| amount of money that is spent in adver-
timing it? No, you don’'t know any of
these things—though you pay for them—
becans=e these factors in themselves
would be an exposure of the system.

In a reconstituted Ireland the distribu.
tion muost be organised with the greatest
economy possible as a National Service
for the benefit of the people.

|

ADVANTAGES

The Ediior
Aw PrOBLACHT,
Sir,

OF ESPERANTO

and Helena Esperantisto published articles
 on “ Irish language and literature ™ in
1925 and 1930. Heroldo de Esperanto, a

L agree with Dr. Muresky that Espe-  German weekly newspaper, published

ranto should be the second language for
Ireland. The smallest pation clings io
its own langnage, but as it is impossible
to live isolated from others a second
language iz necessary as a means of
communicetion with the outside world or
with strangers visiting their lands for
pleasure or business. By psing languages
of more poweriul nations they hide their
own individuality, and tend o become
identified with those whose natiomal
speech they adopt. Xi they wish to
avoid the extinction of their own language
or izolation from the world, there is oniy
one remedy—ihe adopuon of a languagze
belonging 10 no other navion—an inter-
national language such as Esperanto.
Latvia, Esthonia, Czechoslovakia and
Finland have perceived the advantages
of Esperanto, and are already adopting
it for use with foreigners.

By means of Esperanto, peopls of other
nations become acquainted with Treland
a8 @ separate entity from Englamd.
Esperanto Praltilo, a German magazine,
published a number of Dr, Hyde's folklore
stories, & Hungarian review puohlished
“Land of Song,” and *“A Dhroim-
Fhionn Donn Inlis™ These were re-
translated inte Folish and published in
a Lodz newspaper. Kotalusn Esperanfisio

T ———

o
|

[ articles on Irish stamps and coins, the
i Gaslic League, Tailteann Aonach, the
35&mhﬂin festival, Shaw’'s ** Apple Cart,”
Sean 0'Casey’s ** Silver Tassie,” ** Coun-
| tess Markievicz ™ and * Bernard Shaw.'
Feitle ma nGaedheal also published an
article in English on *“Irish and
Esperanto ™ in 1926. :
When such well-known Irishmen as

Dr. Dovglas Hyde, Liam O Riain, and
Art O Eriain support Esperanto, surely
it is time that the Irish public generally
should explore its possibilities. Mr. F.
McCormick, of 5. Mount Eden Road,
Donnybrook, Dublin, is the Secretary of
the Irish Esperanto Federation, and will,
no doubt, give information to anyone

. who wishes it.
I am, Sir,
Yours faithfully,
E. L. OSMOND
(London).

Qur Teas
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“Irish Artists”

Those of us who have written somoth;

in Irish found Peadar O'Donnell's articly
on Irish A .s&5ta™
last week's Popracur very intr-rusling.

up hope where Gaelic writing is cop.
cerned, and was actually about to at tempt
an Englieh translation of my Look of
short stories for publication in Ainerics,

I agree with all that Peadar O'Donnell
says about translation, only that T woplg
remind him of what Bobbie Burns saig
to the * glaiket gleesome dainty diumies”
who came from “ Castalia’s wimplip'
streamies "’ to reprimand the smugpler
who took s job as a gauger. Apart from
this consideration—and perhapz the
reason why he didn’t stress it was because
he thought it too obvious—he has saig
the truth about translation.

But Peadar seems very hopeiul when
he writes about the future that is befors
Gaolic writers, I think a little explans-
tion will make him modify his opinien
on the matter. Whon a man like Peadar
O’Donnell gives serious thought to Caslie
culture and Gaelic literature, the least
thing we might do is to inform him fully
a8 to the present position. So to maks
matters clear beyvond doubt I will taks
a concrete example :

Peadar O'Donnéll and I have each of
us written a book on the life of the
Rosses folk, and people who have read
and understood the two books found a

‘coftain resemblance between them in

almost every chapter. I mean Islanders
and Caisleatn Oir. Now to make the
position of the Gaelic writer clear to

fiction. Suppose that English was spoken

the Gaeltacht—and that Irish was the
language of the rest of Ireland. That

and of practically every branch of the
administration. That Yrish was the

THE FLAG OF THE
__REPUBLIC,

We are asked by the Army
authority to point out that the
iﬂag of the Irish Republic should
i not be disfigured by any inscrip-
| tion whatsoever.

!

living on kelp and carrigeen along the
narrow strip of bogs and boulders from
Dingle to the Rosses, were too poor %
buy Islanders. That the only sale for it
in Ireland was in schools and colleges
That those who read it could never get
near, say, the death of Mrs. Doogan,
that they were around her death-bed
with note-books to get the last subjunt
tive mood or irregular verb from her
before she died. And suppose they got
certificates and degrees for their collecs
tions of subjunctives from inspectors who
were equally dead to the realities of
Gaelic literature. Imagine all thak
Peadar, and you will have a kind of ides

medium is situated.

When Peadar O'Donnell writes a book
some people will disagree violently with
him.
appreciation of him, It doesn't matler
(for the purposes of this argument) whoD
he provokes. His stories are rcad 88

grammar or idioms.

The Gaelic revival movement waa 8¢
its best only a linguistic movement. It
was never & literary movement or any-
thing approaching it. It never made l‘!nﬂf
appeal to those who wanted to writé.
The few who chose Irish as their litersl¥
medium did so for the best reason p%
sible—because it was their native langusg®
and the only language that could expre®
the life they knew and could write abotb

That is all I have to say for the preseth
except that I hope to see more from
Peadar on the subject.

BECKER BROS., LTD.,
B SOUTH GREAT GEURGE'S 8T. and 17 NORTH EARL ST.,
Telephone—21172. .

are the pick of the market; are unvarying in
_quality, and give unlversal satistaction. -
PRICES:—1/2, 1/8, 1/6, 1/8, 2/ 2/% 2/&
CHINA TEAS:—3/2 and 3/8 per Ib.

(A REPLY TO PEADAR O'DONNELL) -

which appeared iy

I found it particularly so, as I had givey -

Peadar I will ask him to suppose the |
case reversed and tell me if he would . §
have any hope in the future of English -

only where Irish is spoken at preseni—-
Irish was the language of the legislature -

language of England and of England's

| ]

Empire, and also of the United States . &
That at home the English speakers, §

of how the writer who makes Irish his -
Others will express their warmesh

human records, not as collections of F

« MAIRE”J

DUBLIN- -
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¢ Irish Artists ”’
A REPLY TO *“ MAIRE" AND
P. O'DONNELL. =

To the Editor,
AN PHOBLACHT.

I had an article (Seo " A Cosgrave
Relic,”” page 5) written before reading
Peadar O'Donnell’'s article.  All I add
to it is this : ** The Gium must be confined
to schoolbooks or go altogether.
effects on Irish literature have been most
disastrous. Literature could not grow in
the Gum atmosphere,”

Personally, I was losing all hope for
the language. Thank God for Peadar
O'Donnell and ** Meire " for bringing up
the question at theé eleventh hour,

1 could hardly have done so, as to
my cternal shame I worked under that
diabolical scheme for three years. That
is hard to admit. Tt is very ‘hard to
admit one has been gulled and fooled.
The literary reputations of ** Maire ™
and Peadar save them from criticism—
unjust though it might be—that could
be directed agminst me. Has ‘‘ Maire "
himeelf produced any good work for the
“CGum"t No! He could not. The
Ministry that made the ' Gam " feared

ungmu.] t.hnught.
A HUHILATING EXPERIENCE

I am bitter, I admit. I am fearfully
bitter. In 1928, as reference to the
Gaelic periodicals of the period will
show, 1 was striving to.mould a literary
style in Irish. I spent moet of 1928 and
part of 27 on the Continent, with the

purpose of getting into touch with ideas

and wuﬂ:mg for Ireland in Irish. In

1929 I was earning my living teaching,
and meanwhile writing reams which,
please God, 1 shall yet publish.

" I was approached to write for the
£ Gum,"” told that as long as actual
current politice—which were pretty.dead,
were not' written on—every facility
would be given. 1 fell into the trap,
thinking I could use Cosgrave's money

for Ireland, and throw up any connection’

with the Civil Servants when things
livened up, and would meanwhile do
sorhething for the language. I might aa
well have joined the Free State army in
hopes to republicanise it... . . I got
out: of it ‘nothing—neither glory nor
money, nothing but humiliation at the
hands of a certain clique.

All those who can write, write some-
thing at least, without any monetary
inducement. In the * Gim ™ the real
writers were snowed under—undersold on
the market—by people who were simply
told to send in stuff, and would suffer
any humiliation, cbey any order of
Editor or Committes tu gee themselves

lﬂ Pl‘ln'l'u
WHOSE ADVICE ?

The rest were dubbed * perennial
eranks “'—see the ** Cumann na nGaedheal
organ " and told go to hell or let the
Editors mutilate their work.

. And now, Cumann na nGaedheal has
the effrontery, through its organ, to
advise Mr. Derrig, not to listen to the
“ cranks.” 1 wish Fianna Féil well, so
do all the * cranks.” Is our advice or
C. na nGaedheal’s to be taken ? Would
a sane man even consider the advice
given—againgt that of men like Peadar
O'Donnell and Séamus O Grianna—the
advice given by the United Irishman?

1 have been out of work for the past
year, through a belated and futile stand
against personal injustice suffered from
the cligue. I have lost, at least partially,
the right to speak along with men like
Peadar. I have lost several golden years,
striving to get good things ' amongst
inefficients. If I hiad not some small
hope of Peadsr and Séamus being
listened to, I would write in English,
and devote all the powers God gave me
to kill the language movement which
hes made the ** Gam ' possible,

‘“ Officigl ** Irish is bad enough. But
“ official literature ! in & country as
backward as the * Conguest ’ has made
us !

- From official mutilated literature, O
Lord, deliver us !

Doxn PiarT.

BuYy

Its ,

A Plan for Political, Economic and Social Reconstruction -

Chapter V1I.

Under existing conditions we, in the
Twenly-Six Countics, imported in 1930
£56,768,702 worth of goods, and exported
£45,745,019.

At a rough glance, these figures would
convey the impression that we had to
buy from other countries, nearly &7
millions worth of produce which we
needed, and could not produce oursolves ;
that we exported nearly 46 millions worth
of goods which we did not need for home
eonsumnption., On examination, however,
it will be found that of that. £57,000,000
we imported, over £40,600,000 was paid
out, not for raw meaterial but for
manufactured articles.

There are w0 manufactured articles
which could not be manufactured here ;
it may be contended that some cannot
be manufactured economically, but the
fact we want you to grasp at thm atage
is, that

given the raw material and the

labour there is no tangible obstacle

to manufacture or production as
such in Ireland.

. Having once established this fact, we

want you to remember throughout the

remainder of this article that £40,500,000

worth of goods, which could be

manufactured here, are imported instead.

A COMPARISON.

The easiest way of getting a clear idea
of national economics, as affected by
imports and exports, is to compare the
nation' to a- small farm and a family
living on & emall farm will till the land
for two purposes : (a) to secure food for
their own needs and (l) to secure a
surplus with which they can buy the
guoda which they cannot produce.

The less they bave to buy the more
surplus they will have. On the other
hand, the more they have to huy the
smaller the surplus, until the stage is
reached when they are no longér trading
on their surplus but are trading on that
portion of their products, which was
actually needed for their own consump-
tion. (Incidentally, this is the position
of a grea.l; many of the emall farmers at
presont).

Likewise with a munh':.r. the greater
the amount of the exports the lesser
becomes the amount left for home con-
sumption.

Exports are made for the purpose of
1mpurt.mg goods in return—therefore the
lesser the imports the greater becornes
the surplus of home products available
for consumption.

PURCHASING POWER.

These are undisputed facts; but now,
we come to the queation of deciding what
is the purchasing power of a country.
Capitalist economy, under which we live,
lays it down as being the equivalent to
the exports, Theoretically that is quite
gound, provided, that only the surplus
left over after the needs of the nation
have been supplied is exported.

That is what is not done. We say,
that no food should be exported so
long as there are penple who aré in
need of it. .

The production of food is essential for
the life of the people, and should not beo
used as a bargaining instrument, until
the entire needs of the people have been
supplied. By exporting before the needs
of the nation are supplied, a scarcity is
created ; then the prices increase and
food is put out of the reach of the poor;
when the prices arrive at a sufficiently high
level other goods are imported to supply
the need.

THE THREE CLASSES.

Who is responsible for the imports and
exports in the present economic order ?
A whole host of traders who make their
profits from this bartering and who have
no responsibility good bad or indifferent
to the nation. They can be divided
roughly into three classes. The sgents of
foreign firms, whose aims are to destroy
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any Irish cumpautnra, to prevent any

I g g i A e S e g e S S B This series of artioles will set fﬂrlh

a plan for Political, Economic and
Soclal reconstruction within the Re-
public of lIreland. The serles repre-
sents the Editorial policy of “* An
Phoblacht.” We request from all
readers the closest consideration for
this plan, and the line of policy and
the activitles outlined to make It
effective. It Is our alternative to the
present ° Iniquitous, degrading and
chaotlc political and soolal order.
Editor, AN PHOBLACHT.
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new ones from starting, and when they |-

have achieved this succesafully, to
create an artificial scarcity of the goods
they -deal in, so that prices will rise.
The buyers from England whose main
interest is to keep the people poor so
that they will be able to buy our products
at a price below their value. And finally,
the agents of Shipping Companies whose
profits come from export and imports.
Thess. gentlemen usually style them-
gelves ** business men,’’ as distinet from
shopkeepers, manufacturers or travellers,
There ia something quite innocuous about
this name *' business men."”
~ Yet, it is these people who, together
with the banks, have the destinies
‘of the people in their hands. -
They band themselves into institutions
known as Chambers of Commerce. Their
intereats are the sfme ; they all want to
prevent home enterprise unlese it will
work under therh and within their
system. They all want more imports so
that more exports will have to flow from
them. It is these gentlemen who will
create s scarcity in the things the people
need, so that prices may rise—it does
not matter to them if in doing so people
starve or children grow up under-fed,
provided they. profit by it. It is also
these gentlemen who, when prices go up,
will avail of the need for money, thus
created, to buy the products of the people
at a price far below their value. If a
poor man bega or steals food, he is thrown
into ‘prison, bfit" when these gentlemen
loot and pldndﬁr the bpation, and cause
untold misery to thousands of people,
they merely becnm'a “* successful business
men." ;

SUCKING THE LIFE-BLOOD.

Make no mistake about it, it i1s these
innocuous Chambers of Commerce and
Banks which hold your destinies in their
hands. Their function is to live on the
life-blood of the nation, without rendering
any service to the nation. These insti-
tutions are the vampires of the nation.
Within the present structure thereis no
check or control on their activity,

‘They are allowed to work with
absolute impunity for the economic
destruction and stawatmn of the
nation.

Not only ﬂ'mt but thrﬂugh the system
and through cunning, they have worked
themselves into positions of respect n
the country ; they get titles and honours
bestowed upon them ; their photographs
are published at the slightest provoca-
tion; any half-witted, commonplace
remark they make at one of their * little
banguets " is printed with reverence in
the papers. Even the Ministers have to’
secure their ** advice "' before any scheme
can be put through.

It may be said that, individually, these
men do not mean to do any harm to
the country or the people in it. That
may be so, but then, & cannibal does not
eat his victim because he has any ani-
mosity against him—the result is the
satie, " .

IMPORTANT CONCLUSIONS.

A good deal of space has been taken
up to indicting the present system
governing the imports and exports. This
was necessary in order to determine the
essential principlea which should guide us
in_the reconstruction of Ireland. We
can come to the following conclusions :—

(¢) Only such goods as cannot -be
produced or manufactured here
should be imported.,

(b) No food or essentials should be
exported until the full require-
ment of each individual in the
nation has been fulfilled.

e) Expﬂrls and imports should be

- organised for the benefit of the

- mation and not of profiteers.

IMPORTING & EXPORTING AGENCIES

] g i

In the Ireland we wisualise, no indi-
vidual would be allowed to import or
export apy goods on his own. An
Teonomic Council would be =et up whose
function would be :—

(a) To determine what products could
be exported and in what quantity,
remembering always that only the
surplus could be exported.

(b) To find a market for the exports
decided upon and to determine the
price to be paid to the producer.
In practice this would mean that
the producer would receive a fixed
price from the Economie Council,
who would then be responsible for
disposing of the products.

(¢) To determine the goods which
could not be produced in Ireland
and to make arrangements f[or
purchasing them in bulk from
other countries. * For instance,
instead of say 1,000 coal retailers
purchasing each & few hundred
tons of coal in dribs and drabs
throughout the year the Economie
Council would purchase in bulk a
sufficient quantity to meet the
national requirements for the year,
thereby obtaining it at a cheaper
rate. Distributors of goods would
purchase straight from the Econo-
mic Counnail instead of purchasing
through the agents of foreign

- firms,

There are about £40,500,000 worth
of manufectured or partly manufactured
gmﬂﬂ imported ; it would be one of the
first functions of the Economic Council
to stop these imports and to put forward
schemes for the building of the industries
necessary to replace them—even if this,
in certain cases, ia not economical. This
i1s one of the most frequent and fallacious
arguments put forward by the friénds of
these ** business men."

WORKING AT A LOSS,
Return for one moment to the small
farm comparison. Assume that out of
the five sons in thé fam:ly there are only
three who work, and that there is =&
shortage of say, potatoes, though untilled
land and potato seeds are available ; the

_obwvious remedy is for the two sons who

are not working to til] the land and grow
the potatoes needed. Even though the
intringic .value of the potatoes may not
be equal to the intrinsic wvalue of the
labour, the result will be that the family
will have secured potatoes instead of
having had to sell eggs which they needed,
in order to buy potatoes.

Similarly with the natiom, it will
be cheaper to manufacture goods
here at a loss even, than to pay the
Englishman to do so at a profit,

However, throughout these articles, it
must be remembered that no one phase
of the present economic structure can be
remedied independently from the other.
The whole structure must be rebuilt from
top to bottom.

If you grasp the aims and methods of

'the present method of national trade,

you will be able to realise that any argu-
ment put up in favour of it is either
downright stupid or dishonest because no
defence can be pleaded for it.

ll-ll—"-lllnll--g

As Cosgrave Sees It
WMH'_!'

Commenting on our disapproval of the
new ‘* National Guard,” the Cosgrave
weekly organ says :— i

"It is a little reassuring to find the
FopracHT attacking the proposal and
declaring that Mr. Aiken's idea is merely
to strengthen the Free State Army. . . .
For once, we hope the PoeLAacET is
right, and that the young men who may
be brought into the new force will be
taught to serve the mation, not to mould
it to some new arbitrary pattern."

The *“‘nation’ (in the eyes of our
contemporary) is this 26 County British
Dependency. An Irish Republic would,
in its opinion, be of an *'arbitrary
pattern.” . |
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A Kerry Book

ROMANCE,
HISTORY AND ARCHAEOLOGY,

Romantic Hidden Kerry. By Tomgs
O'Sullivan.  The Kerryman, Litg,

* Tralee. 7s. 64. post free.

Romantic Hulden Kerry contains 6gn
pages with 52 pages of invaluable Notes,
Authorities, and References: 28 illustra.
tions; and a useful Index; and rdrgly

with the Legend, Romance, Literature,

History, Biography, and Archaeclogy of
Kerry. In addition, there are some very
vivid chapters dealing with the social ang
economic conditions ‘of the Gaelteacht .

While a good deal of attention ig
devoted to ** Hidden " Kerry—the ancient
barony of Corkaguiny, which is coter.
minous with the Dingle peninsuln and
includes the Blasket Islands—there is ng
portion of the * Kingdom ™ neglected
and the author has ekilfully linked up
local incidents with national history, and
in this way presents his readers with g
comprehensive glimpse of our country's
story from pre-Christian times down to
the Anglo-Irish Truce of 192I.

A NATIONAL APPEAL.

The book, therefore, appeals not only
to persons interested in loeal history, but
to students of our National history in itg
outstanding features. There can be no
doubt that the writer is a Republican
who never fails to emphasise the National
point of view. The chapter on that
patriotic young Kerryman, Tom Ashe, is
full of pathos and inspiration.

Mr. O’Sullivan’s strong -National con.
victions do not, however,
vision as & keen student of Irish history,
literature and archeeology.

Romantic Hidden Kerry is one of the
most conscientious books ever written,
There iz nothing hurried or siip-shod
about the volume. It is the result of
years of the most painstaking labour and
research, and every single important

statement in the book is carefully vouched

for by some competent authonty. In
fact, the array of authorities at the end
of the book is truly formidable, and is a
tribute, not only to the erudition of the
author but to his tireless energy in
exploring every possible source of infor.
mation bearing on his subject.

But while there are abundant evi-
dences of scholarship in the work,

Romantic Hidden Kerry does not contain |

& single dull, or uninviting page in its
huge bulk of admirably arranged, attrac-
tively written, and well-documented
material, | -
FASCINATING HISTORY

History is made a fascinating study,
not & mere dry record of battles and
hostinpgs. The rich antiquarian treasures
of Kerry—Dbee-hive cells, oratories, duns,
eromlechs, Ogham setones, gallans, medi-

aeval churches, lioges, ceallurach burial

grounds, holy wells, penitential stations,
feudal castles, artificial caves, cairns,
mseribed stones, ** Contract™ stones;
mysterious perforated pillars, sites of
anciént churches, etec.—are described in

such a way as to appeal to the most

unimaginative mind; and the great
archaeologists who have visited them,
from Petrie’s and O'Donovan’s time down
to our own day are enumerated and guoted
The poignant tragedies which almost
wiped out the native population, and
deluged the glens and wvalleys of the

“ Kingdom " with blood in Elizabeth's .

reign evoke feelings of horror and indigna-
tion as if they were recent occurrences
associated with our own lives ; end when
we read of heroic incidents in the struggle
for national freedom we find ourselves

exalted by the conviction that, sooner

or later, foreign rule is doomed m our
native land,

There is one feature of the boolk wluch _

is peculiarly gratifying—the co-operation
of author and publishers in presenting

the public with a remarkable work of -

permanent value, not as a mers cum-
mercial speculation. The author has
given his labour without fee or reward,

LEGEND, LITERATURE, '

distort his

:

and the publishers are merely seeking to .

recoup themselves for their out-of-pocket
expenses in connection with the publica:
tion ‘of the book,

Romantic Hidden Kerry is not merel‘!
Ehﬂukfura.ll}tmqrman It iz o book
all Irishmen may read with profit; and

we cordially commend it to our lﬂﬂdﬂﬁ

at home and in exile.
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Do Permanent Officials
Control Wages?

(From Our Correspondent.)

The Msaharee Peninsula lies north-
wards from Castlegregory, its soil
being light is admirably suited for
potatoes, for the cultivation of which
large suppliea of seaweed, washed in
by the tide, is used each season, Kelp
is also a growing industry there. For
a long time the people were agitating
that a road should be made and a wall
built at Portcasa to ‘help to get
better access to the seaweed harvest
that high tides bring in. Just before
.the election the late Minister for
Fisheries decided to sanction a grant
‘under some relief scheme, details of
which are not available.

The work at Portcasa started re-
contly. BSix men were employed, sent
by the Department, plus a ganger and
steward. The wages fixed was twenty-
one shillings per week, laau insurance.
After Wurkmg a waal; the _men went
on strike, and the strike ia still on.

The mntt-ar being raised in the Daﬂ
Mr. Ruttledge agreed to "the men's
terms for mr.-,msad pay. It would ap-
pear that the uﬂimnlﬂ of the Bepu.r‘l:-—
ment in EKerry are reapunmhlu for
holding wup, the rise, however. An-

other instance of the reign uf the per-
mnnant official.

oy bt 5 Tt i
The Governor-General
Hﬂdﬂm E‘ﬂnﬂdﬂ 'W'.ﬂtﬂ — s

The conduct of the {‘r'mrarnur-ﬂanﬂml
in dmmgmd:ing the direotion of the
Executive Council not to publish the
correspondence between himself and the
Pregident, and in choosing for doing so
o time of national orida, when Ireland is
being threatened by u foreign power,
and making the press of that foreign
power his medium - for publicity, is
exactly on a par with the conduct of thoze
emaller agenta of British Tmperialism, the
C.I.D. mecret police, who, having kept
guiet sinee the defeat of Cosgrave's
Government, have started again their
provocation of republicans, of which the
recent essaults in the country and the
-arrest of Capt. Dempsey in Dublin are
the outcome.

The object of the British Secret Service
is the same in 1932 as in 1922—to create
a situation to divide the Irish nation in
face of the ocnemy.

The remedy is sgimple if President
de Valera is strong enough,. Make every

e

British agent in this country amenable .

to Irish law and punish treason as it
would be punished in any free country.

The Governor-Geperal must be made
to realise he is only the costly figurehead
of a ridiculous Crown of a foreign King-
Emperor, for which the Irish people have
no uge or respect,

The C.1.D. wasp nest, being dnngamu.a,
should bLe cledred away at once.

No extra legislation is necded -to deal
with treason, but the definition of the
word * traitor ™ should be broadesst in
& country where for centuries the word
has been misapplied.

W
_Call to British:
@j Workers 2%
g F——n{EEEY B

e ﬂ' L 5 -’ (.
" "“We call upon the Executive Council
to abolish the Senate and the office of
Governor-General, ‘s these institutions
gerve no useful purpose in the life of
the nation, but are a serious burden
upon the financial _resources of the Irish
people.

“We extend to our fellow-workers in
England fraternal greetings, and empha-
gise the unity and solidarity of the trade
union and working-class movement, and
call upon the ‘organised workers in
Britain to use their powers egainst the
act of their National Government in
prosecuting this economic war against
the Irish nation, as guch a struggle can
only harm the workers of both countries.”

(Nat onal Union of Railwaymen,
. Broadstone No. 1 Branch).

The Bread

BUY

A Plan for Political, Eccnomic and Social Reconstruction -

Chapter VIII.

TRANSPORT CHAOS:

The Public Transport services are of
vital importance to every nation. An
efficient service ,is necessary for trade
and industry. It is therefore something
in which the whole community is interes-
ted and in which their well-boing is
involved.

For fifty years the railways were the
chief inland service in Ireland. Before
the railways were developed canals
served wide areas from Dublin, BSince
the end of the world war there has been
an enormous development of road trans.
port., Quite recently & considerable

‘amount of traffic has been diverted from

the railways to the roads. The result
is that the railways to-day, both as
mgardathavulumanftmﬂinanﬂtha
workers, are in a parlous state and mﬂe-ed
threatened with extinotion. :

This article will be concoerned chiefly
with showing the chaotio condition of
transport, k,

At present there is no co-ordination,

nor regard for the welfare of the com-

munity ‘or the workers engaged in trans.
port. Private enterprise, its recklesaneas
and total disregard of the intereata of
the community, stands nakedly exposed
in this matter, It shows that an essential
pocial service should not be in the hands
of and at the mercy of individuals owing
no responsibilty to the community.

RAILWAYS,

It is a fact that when railways were
being constructed in Ireland they were
made to serve DBritish military strategic
noéds rather than those of the people.
This will be evident to anyone following
the course of the G.S. and W. Railway
from Dublin to Cork: The stations
serving some towns are long distances
from them. '

Moreover it is true that the Railway
Companies never gave any facilities to
Irish industry ; on the contrary, freighta
were arranged in conjunction with British
Shipping lines, and through rates were
givon from England to destinations in
Ircland which pgave the Inglish an
advantage in competing against Irish
industries, In some cases these rates
were o low that it was as cheap to send

This serles of artlolas will set forth
a plan for Political, Economio and
Soolal reconstruction within the Re-
public of Ireland. The gserles repre-
sents the Editorlal’ policy of
Phoblacht.” We request from all

ad services.
readers the oclosest consideration for in ro
and the line of policy andj the railweys aro

this plan,
the activities outlined to make It

offective. It Is our alternative to the | 8re being
dﬂir.ﬂlni and numbers in the

present Inlquitous,

chaotle politioal and soclal order.
Editor, AN PHOBLACHT.

goods from say Liverpool to Irish towns
as from Dublin to the same towna.

This can be understood when it is
remembered that the Irish Railway
Directors were entirely British in their
outlook, and very probably hed invest-
ments in the -Shipping Compnmaa also,
or the Shippers-had large holdings of
Railway Btocks.

ROAD TRANSPORT.

From the point of view of national
economy, one fact to be borne in mind
in- that road transport is & big: drain.
The vehioles, accessories, tyree, oil, have
all to be imported. The amount of these
items snnually is enormous. The develop-
ment of oil-driven vehicles, to the extent
that it replaced horse-drawn vehicles, put
an end to many Irish industries and
Jlarge sources of employment—carpenters,
blacksmiths, farriers, harness-makers. The
large quantities of hay, oats, ete., which
were needed for the feeding of horses
were no longer required, and hence a
large amount of income and employment
was lost to the farming industry.

The upkeep of roads is a very big
item. A large portion of the expenditure
is derived from licences, bui yet the
tax-payers are celled on to pay a large
ghare. Owing to modern developments
in the construction of roads and inain-
tenance of road surfaces it is questionable
if any extra employment is afforded in
recent years on roasd work. Therefore
there is no compensation for farm workers
thrown out of employment by the decline
in farm production.

THE REMEDY

- WORKERS.
Owing to the confusion large numbers

w pn | of railway workers have been dismissed,

few, if any, of whom have been absorbed
Workers’ conditions on
far better than those
on road services, The railway workers
dispensed with in increasing
past few years and their
future prospects are mow gloomy.

THE REMEDY.

In a sane and ordered state of society
the Transport Services of the country
ghould be closely linked up with Industry,
and to provide for passepger services.
All forms of publie transport should be
owned by the community, and be under
the direction of a Council catering for
economic needs, - This Council should
have the power of deciding what forms
of transport are most suitable to serve
the transport needs of every district.

It is obvious that as much heavy traffie
ag poszsible should be diverted to the
railways. Bus and Lorry services ghould
be so organised as to ** feed ™ the railways,
and serve for distribution of goods, and
for passenger service in the districts
around the railways. What could be
more wasteful than half-filled trains and
half-filled buses running on parallel
routes serving the same people t

While the railways were making big
profita and paying big dividends to the
stock-holders the suggestion that the
railways should be made a social service,
would be met by the cries of
"' Bolshevism,™ ** Confiscation.” Butb now
that they are no longer paying dividends—
and as a consequence railway stocks have
depreciated enormously, and have become
practically unsaleable—these same people
would welcome the taking over from them
of the railways—at their estimate of
their value! There is & danger that the
railways mey be taken over on an inflated
valuation, and that the people would be
texed to pay an enhanced walue,

The industrial development of the
country will mean increased transport
facilities, and the provision of these will
always need to be in mind and be catered
for when plana for production and distri-
bution are being made,

A BODENSTOWN LORRY

The generosity of the Irish race is
proverbial, Irish people the world o'er
generally like to give their fellow-man * a

lift,” whether it be in their stiuggles
through lifo, or, n8 in the case of
motorists, in their desire to reach a

destination., Owners of certain motor
vehicles may, if they so desire and
without infringing the law, use them to
carry people from place to place, but if
that wvehicle happens to be s licensed
commercial lorry, then they should pause
before allowing their generous nature to
get the better of them, as, if they do,
they may find themselves in a Very
unenviable position. If, for example,
such a lorry carries twenty passengers,
the owner may be fined £210. Surely a
big fine, but yet that laid down by law,
ns was rovealed at the Kilrush District
Court, when, before  District Justice
Gleeson, Thomas Fitzgerald, Kilmihil,
was summoned for using a lorry for a
purpose other than that for which it
was licensed.

Supt. Feeney  prosecuted, and Mr.
Twomey, solr., defended.

GOING TO BODENSTOWN.

Guoard Cullen gaid that on the 10th
June last, at 1246 a.m., he found
eighteen 'passengers on defendant’s lorry.
The driver informed him that they were
going to Bodenstown. The lorry had a
commercial licemce.

Bupt. Feeney said that what he sub-
mitted was that this lorry had been

BOLANDS’
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engaged to go to Bodenstown, and he
thought the party travelling did not pay
anything—an organisation would pay for
it.

Replying to the Justice, Supt, Feaeney
sald that he presumed that all the pas-
sengora were huddled together.

** I submit that he is quite entitled to
carTy as many passengers as he wishes,
provided he did not get any payment,”
gaid Mr. Twomey. * That’s our case,
and defendant is willing to swear that he

payment.”

Michael Pender, driver of thg lorry on
the date in question, said that the pas-
sengers did not pay anything and he did
not arrange for payment,

Replying to Supt. Feeney, witness sald
that they were going to Bodenstown.
There were about eighteen possengers in
the lorry and they were not employeea of
Fitzpatrick.

The Justice consulted the ssction on
the point, which stated, in short, that
the penalty, on conviction, was three
times the difference between the licence
paid and that which ghould have been
paid on a vehicle to carry an equsl
number of passengers. As the licence
paid was £30 and as that which was
required to have been paid was £100, the
penalty was three times £70, or £210.

Supt. Feeney said that his submission

was that the wvehicle was used for a
purpose other than that for what it was
licensed.
@, The Justice said that the only weakness
in Mr. Twomey's case, and he had to
determine it on the evidence, was whether
the defendant, in the goodness of his
heart, free, gratis, ran his lorry to Dublin
and back without getting a halfpenny
in payment.. He would adjourn the case
to thelnext court, .

did not get any payment or arrange for-.

Irish Artists

I made a gesture towards Gaelic
writers because [ know that there is
gonius among them but that this genius
is being dragzed away from the matenal
that excites it. Donn Piatt discovered
that, when bhe deserted his material and
tried to malke literature out of the Yellow
Buck, they deal in around the * Gam.”

mind. Such as he must get back to their
material. The creation of a Gaslic
literature is vital and of course cannot be
produced simply because it is necessary
to the linguistic movement, but a ling.
uistic movement that had not within it
the genius through which the literature
is to be achieved would be of as little
meaning as the nationsl colours on the
Bank of Ireland lately ; almost,

arising that the *' Gim ™ was invented,
When a asystern of National Education

‘had to come the National Board arose

to make certain such education would be
& +devitalising influence, When Gaslio
artists came forward to reveal the Ireland
of their day there was no easy way of
telling them off, so the * Gdm ™ arusutu
keop them busy. It was such an obvious
taotic.

I appreciate fully all that ** M&ire ™
gays in explaining why the * GAm™
succeeded. I have taken no aotive part
in the linguistic movement nor do I
intend entering on that specifio work now :
I just see good minds being smothered,
and I feel, even in myself, the need for
tho Gaelic medium to voice aspects of

(Continued at fool of next column.)

Our Teas

‘0'Gorman Sitrest, Kilrush, Co.

He choked the creative impulses in his !

But it i3 because such artists were

Two Affidavits From
Clare

STATEMENT OF JOHN COPLEY
Keating 8treet, Kilrush, Co. Clare,

On Thursday morning the 30tk of
June, 1932, in company with Willis
Hartney I was pasaing Crotty’s Curner,
Kilrush, when we met a group of C.1.D,
men. They eaid * QGood night,” but we
passed on and made no reply. We went
to the publio lavatory, and when leaving
the lavatory we were met by one of the
C.I.D. men whom we had passed pre.
viousty. The CILD. man asked me

‘" What are you doing here? " and I said

““What do you think would carry us
in here " He first asked me my name,
which I gave as Copley. He then said
*Out with the rest of it,” making a
puggestive movement with his hand
towards his pocket. He asked Hartney
his name, and Hartney replied in Irish.
I then heard the C.I.D. man soy to
Hartney ‘' this man lkmows Irish."” He
then asked him for his Féinne. * Here
it ia ** said Hartney, showing him a Fianna
badge. I saw the C.L.D. man striking
Hartney on the face with his clenched
fist. He caught Hartney by the coat and
shoved him on to the street. The C.I.D.
man then made usa of the most obscene
language. I said * You would not be so

‘gtiff if you bhad not a gun in your pocket.”

He said ' I have no gun, but I &am
gent to Clare to get the guns.” He then
hit me on the back of the neck with his
fist and shoved me out the door of the
lavatory. With Willie Hartney I pro.
ceeded homewards, the C.I.ID. man
paying "' Good morning.”" I saw Hartney
bleeding from the result of the assault
of the C.I.D. man

Joaxw CorLEY.

SWORN AFFIDAVIT OF WILLIAM
HARTNEY,
Clare.
On Thursday morning the 30th of
June, at about 1 a.m. in company with
John Copley, of Keating Street, Kilrush,
I was walking down McNamara Street,
Kilrush, and when passing Crotty's
Corner I saw a group of C.ID. men

.coming towards us. They saluted us by
Weo passed on o

saying * Good night."
and made no reply. We went on to the
public lavatory situated in the -Jlarket
House. On leaving the lavatory we were
met by a C.LD. man at the door. He
asked Copley his name and Copley gave
him his name, He then asked ine my
name and I roplied in Irish—Linm
O hAtairne. He then asked Copley wiat
he was loitering arowd the streac lor
Copley replied " I am going home.” He

 further asked him was he going liome

immediately, and Coploy said “ Yes”
The C.I.D. man asked somo other ques-
tions of Copley and I replied in insh
“1s eadh.” The C.I.D, man then caught
me by the cape of the eoat, saying *~ This
man knows Irish" and further saving to
e “Have you got your Fainne: I
said there it i3 on my coat, showing him
& Fiaona badge. The C.I.D. man then
struck me on the face with his clenched
fist, marking me on two places on the
nose and undor the left eye. Hu -hed
caught me by the arm and shoved me
out of the door of the lavatory on to the
street, Copley came out after mo and
we proceeded homewards, the C.LD.

men saying '* Good morning."
Winoie Hant<EY.

Sworn before me at Iilrush this
2nd day of July, 1932, ard I
know deponent.
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life in the Ireland of our to-day. _
signalled to the youth writing in Gaelic.

S0l

And again I say that Gaslic writers musb -

get back to the creation of original wurk.
What difficulties there are in the way
they can best point out to us. If they
will propose a solution of these difficultios
they_will get support for their proposals.
Irishmen writing in Eoglish are vory
anxious to help Gaelic writera to sob
themselves free. I.simply announce tbe

.good will of the Irishmen writing inl

English.
Mise,
PEADAR O'DONNELL
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“WHAT IS
RABELAISIANISM?

There seermns to be some doubt, because
although we have been fed on English
literature to bursting point we have only
John Bull's hypocritical views on Conti-
nental Literature. Who was Rabelais ?
Well, you can get him in English in the
Everyman Lbrary and see for yourself,
Every Catholio writer in England or the
Continent likes Rabelaiz. Belloc and
Wyndham Lewis never tire of him,
Mac Cuarta would have understood him,
Eoghan Ruadh O Suilleabhdin would
have understood him. He is Rabelaisian,
but not immoral. Not one of the books
censored under the Censorship Act, is I
helieve, Rabelaisian. 1f it was, no real
Catholic would cemsor it. It ia the
sophisticated, machine-made mind that
i3 immoral.

This in explanation to those who do
not understand my recent articles.

A word—Catholicisn in Ireland gnt
such & whacking in the Penal Days that
it got timid. It is not the virile, con-
structive Catholiciam of the Middle Ages,
or of modern free countries. Religion
here, got bent, got the slave mind. Our
““holy people "—(professional) are a
punishment for the gns we must accept
in 8 troe Christian apirit—that of the
Monk who met the Robber. The robber
hit him. The monk turned the other
cheelc. The robber hit him again.
* Beripture gives no further instructions.”
gaid the Monk, “* So I presume once is
enough to turn my cheek.” The Robber,
st the time of going to press, had not
recovered from the trouncing the Monk

gave him! Get Urqubart's Rabelais
whumtmﬂﬂmn.andmwlmt»mu

ye
Or
D. P.

ENGLISHMAN
AND IRISH REPUBLIC

Dear Sir, :

With reference to the review of my
pamphlet Ireland—dA Republic by Reason,
that appeared in your issue of July 3lst.
While I am extremely obliged for the
friendly and, in the main, competent
review which appeared in your colurans,
1 wish, nevertheless, to express a friendly
remonstrance at certain errors of opinion,
and, in particular, one very serious error
in fact, of which your reviewer was
inadvertenfly guilty.

France did not leave England alone.
From the time of William the Congueror
to Napoleon, she frequently attempted to
conquer her. If the English kings also
attacked France, this was because they
also ruled a large part of France. The
expression which I used is more applicable
to Ireland than to England.

It is not I who overestimate the League
of Xations, but the British Government ;
and I appeal not to my logic but to
theirs. Nor do I bclieve that logic alone
can decide the issue ** between Might and
Right." But when one has an unanswer-
able case, there is nothing to be lost by
demonstrating it. Muoch more serious is
your reviewer's categorical statement
* that the author entirely overlooks
Britain’s latest crime of violence upon us,
namely Partition.” This is totally false.
If your reviewer reads the pamphlet
again, he will find that upon page 28, 1
roundly denounced the Partition of
Treland as ** that monstrous outrage on
Nature and History,” and went on to
compare it with the worst excesses of
the Versailles Treaty. Indeed, I explicitly
pointed ount that one of the strongeat
arguaments for a Republic was that it
would end this infamous division.

‘Accept, Sir, my good wishea for the
future of your excellant paper and the
great cause which it represents. "

Believe mo,
Yours faithfully,
“ JoxaTHAN SWIFT (Junior) ™
- London.
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read the RI.A. Gaelic manuscripts.

A Plan for T’nliﬁcaf, Economic and Social Recpnslrnctinn -

Chapter VII1I.

ORGANISATION OF AGRICULTURE

This series of articles will sot forth)

: . i El plan for Political, Economlo anao
Agriculture is, and must remain {g i} reconstruction within the Re-

the basic Irish Industry. Even in

point of exchange value agriculture

i8 by far the most important indus-
try either in the Free State, where
manufacturing development is sparse
and small-scale, or in the BSix
Counties, where large-scale industry
i8 highly developed and organised.
The kree State Census of Production
for 1926 showed a total of something
over £88,000,000, of which nearly
£65,000,000 represented agricultural
production. 'The disparity in walae
in agricultural and industrial produc-
tion does mnot, however, indicate =
prosperous, efficient ngricaltore; it
indicates rather in the circumstances
an unhealthy disproportion between
&  backward, ill-organised and
wrongly-based agriculture and the
manufacturing needs of the nation.

Accepting the National ideal, then,
it is certain that no nation can base
a2 healthy national life on one indus-
try in the economic conditions of
to-day with the widening and inten-
sifying complexity of civilisation,
and, as in lreland the tempo of in-
dustrial development must at best
keep pace with the rate of consolida-
tion of its base, which is agriculture,
it follows that the true road towards
the achievement of a balanced
National economy must be in the
direction of & reorganisation of agri-
culture and a new appreciastion of
social and economic relationships in
the spheres of agricultural  produc-
tion and distribution.

A DISASTROUS SYSTEM.

Up to now we have been able to
struggle on as herdsmen swapping
beef and the products of grass to the
English in return for the bare neces-
saries of civilised life and some ready
cash to pay our sons’' and daughters’
fares to America. Around these pas-
toral activities has arisen a host of
interests—banking, transport, im-
porting, distributing, and various
others. The Ilandlord system of
ownership, and the exploitation and
waste arising out of it prevented the
productive organisation of land and
the intelligent application of labour
nationally to agricultoral production.

The policy of Industrial Britain,
desiring cheap food for her workers
and a monopoly market for her
manufactured poods fostered the
growth of an agricultural system in
Ireland without parallel in Europe.
In spite of changes in the ontward
structure of agricultural economy,
land purchase and political events,
the active idea pervading the Irsh
agricultural mind since the change
over from tillage has remained up to
the present the raising and selling of
livestock and livestock products on
the English market.

It has led to the depopulation of
the countrysides and the pauperisa-
tion and starvation of the agricul-
tural labourer. It is to a great ex-

tent responsible for the slovenly
domestic ideas of rural Ireland. It
destroved social life, mneighbourly

customs, decent standards of achieve-

ment and produced a race of people
in wide areas attuned to the bleak-

‘ness of the herdsman’s life without

that industry in work or satisfaction
in achievement of the peoples of the
tillage lands. The grey, mean vil-
lages decaying amidst the grass are
a reproach and a warning,

Inadequate as was this system in-

the past the time has come when it
can no longer serve even such miser-
able ends. Agricalture in Ireland is
now gripped by the .crisis which has
developed in world  capitalist

economy.

INSTRUCTIVE ITEMS.
The widespread  application of im-
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public of lreland. The series repro-
sants the Editorial policy of " An
Phoblacht.” We reguest from all
readers the closest consideration for
this pian, and the line of policy and
tha activities outfined 1o make It
efective. It s our alternative to the

present Iniquitous, degrading and

chaotic political and social order.
Editor, Aw PHORLACHT.

cutting down production costs, the
vast increases in sown areas all over
the world, the improved meihods of
production, the newer technique in
dairying in other countries, faster
and improved transport bave raised
world agriculitural produoction to a
point where it has become all but im-
possible for the Irish small farmer to
compete even in the home market.
Un top of this world competition
Irish agriculture is ridden by burdens
other than the faults inherent im its
organisation—annuities, rents, bank
debts, exorbitant tramsport and dis-
tribution charges, etc. The amounts
under the numerous Iand Puorchase
Acts which transferred the farmer’s
¢« debt * from the landlord to the
bond-holder are as follows:—

Land Purchase Act, 1891: £13,500,000
at 23 per cent. interest;

Irish Land Act, 1903: ~£58,500,000 at
23 per cent. interest;

Irish Land Ackts, 1903 amnd 1909:
£ﬂﬂl}lﬂ] at 3 per cent. in-
terest.

Free State Land Act, 1923, and Land
Bond Act, 1925; £6,700,000 at
4} per cent. interest.

Northern JIreland Land Act, 1925:
£3.800,000 at 4} per cent. ip-
terest. :

The payment of interest and repay-
ment of principal in the form of
Land Annuities on these amounts and
the further payment of rent on un-
purchased land make a charge of ap-
proximately £5000000 on the
farmers of the Free State. and about
£130,000,000 is stll outstanding for
the whole of Ireland. The League of
Nations Economic Committee com-
putes that ** up to the year 1930 and
excluding land purchaze advance the
total volume of farming indebiedness
to the bamks is about £30,000,000 *']
Many millions more are sucked from
the industry by numerous commercial
and financial groups.

These are bui some of the burdens
pressing upon onr basie industry.
There are many others. Credits, so
necessary to the farmer te carry him
over short periods of pressure, to help
him make improvemenis in land,
stock, and buildings are not available
or only to- be got at prohibitive
charges. [Education in the rural dis-
tricts is wholly unrelated to the edn-
cational needs of a farming popula-
tion and indeed seems to be directed
towards unsetiling and unfitting the
children of the land from ever
attempting to live honourably upon
it. This is, of course, in keeping
with the ideals of a society which re-
gards emigration as the natural path
towards achievement for the brains
and strength of iis youth or a **white
callar’ job at home with some of the
parasitic interests as infinitely prefer-
able to productive labeur in agricul-
ture or induostry. And, indeed, when
one looks on the condition of the
farming community, the low stand-
dards of living, ithe lack of comfort
and decent housing, the whole primi-
tive economy of the countryside, it is
easy to understand the attempt of
the vouth to escape, and understand-
ing the forees acting upon them the
inaction and lack of imitiative of
thoze who remain.

“THE LAND FOR T

In the matter of agricultural orga-
nisation and production the farmer
has not a free choice. Granted that
even within the existing social and
economic siructure he could improve
conditions for himself individually, as

he undoubtedly could, this would mnot
solve the problem of the organisation
of agriculture . in relation to the
econowic needs of ihe nation. The
interests of the nation demand the
greatest possible output from the
Jand—1 rimarily to supply food to the
people and secondarily to make up a
surplus for export azainst the com-
modities we do not muke hut require,
and against those material and tech-
nical needs for the establishment of
necessary industries. Peasant pro-
prietorship in itself is uot the solu-
tion of the natiomal difficulty. It is
easy to confuse ‘' peasant proprietor-
ship” with *‘‘the land for the
people.” ** Peasant '’ proprietorship
may be the solation of the
‘¢ peasants’ ' difficulty and may
mean only ‘‘ the land for some of the
people.”” At present it is not even
the solution of the ** peasant’s " diffi-
culty, caught up ae he is in the laby-
rinthine tangle of annuities, bank
debts, rates, and the adverse balance
in agricultural prices, and compelled
as he is to adopt a system of [land
usage apainst his own and the
nation’s best interests. Instance:
Three hundred acres of ranch land
has been bought by the Land Com-
mission for division. Up to now it
has belonged to a rancher who grazed
it with certain bullocks—employing a
herdsman and his dog to look after
them. It is to be ‘divided amongst a
score or more ‘‘ uneconomic '’ holders

living in the neighbourhood. Map-

makers, surveyors, officials appear,
the whole ponderous bureaucracy of
the Land Commission attack the pro-
plem and at last it is done. A furious
vnergy canght up the twenty small-
nolders, their wives and sons. For
weeks they laboured at the task the
bureauncracy had set them—that of
building high clay banks, sc many
feet wide at the base, baving a ditch
so deep and topped by thorn hedges
over which a tall man may not see,
round each of the strips. When at
last the job was done the 300 acres
showed -from a height a pleasing
chess-board pattern which no doubt
offset the knowledge that a good por-
tion of fertile land was nmow rendered
unproductive because of ditchHes and
banks. Now what happens? The
same that happens In a great many
similar cases throughout Ireland,

especially where the richer lands are !

so divided. The twenty small-
holders, having completed their task
of fencing set off for the fairs to buy
bullocks to replace those of the
rancher—the chess-board that was
one ranch with one man looking after
the bullocks has now become twenty
small ranches with twenty men look-
ing after the bullocks only there are
not mow so many bullocks; or, indeed,
the smallholder may not be able to
stock it for himself, in which case he
may set his new acquisition to be
grazed by his neighbours’ bullocks or
for meadow-land. In either case the
individual has not greatly benefited
and the sum total of national produc-
tion has mnot been increased. The
farm labourer, excluded from the
operation of land division benefits not
at all. Only the annuity collecting
apparatus and sheriff’s bailiffs show
any activity as a result.

CONNOLLY'S VIEWS.
Years ago James Connolly pointed
the road out of this tangle :—

“ The agriculture of Ireland can
no longer compete with the scienti-
fically equipped farmer of America,
therefore the only hope that now
remains is to abandon competition
altogether as a rule of life, to orga-

nise agriculture as a public service

under the control of boards of
management elected by the agri-
cultural population (no longer com-

(Continued at foot of next column)
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“MAYO MEN”
HELP ENGLAND!

To the Editor of AN Promtacur,

A Chara,—Apropos of the ** Mayg
Men's Pilgrimage ' to Ireland on a
British ship the following is illp-
minating.

Lord Vestey, head of the Blue Star
Line is at present in Buenos Aires,
touting for shipping contraets. In an
interview, he has astated that ** Great
Britain’s economic situation is sp
serious that every project affecting
trade either with the Dominions or
with foreign mnations must be ad-
judged solely on its merits from the
point of view of the advantages to
(ireat Britain.”

So, England is looking to her own
interests—trying to preserve them.
The *“*-Mayo Men’s Association ™' is
helping England. That iz the plain
truth of the matter. I hope the
people of Mayo will make that clear
to these alleged ‘* Mavo men.’’

Mise,
P. J. McKEVILLY.

PROGRAMME
FOR TO-DAY

To the Editor pf Ax PROBLACHT.

A

A Chara,—Your recent editorials
on the mnational and economic proé-
gramme that ought be carried out set
a headline to the Irish people. 3o
far as I can judge, we are facing an-
other situation like that of 1R46.
Lalor. and Mitchel went unheeded
then. The ** constitutional way of
settling ditferences » prevailed—with
disastrous results for Ireland.

All Irish separatists must rally
now to .save the nationr from ‘fthe
constitutional way.”” The people
drove out Cosgrave in order to break
the connection with England. The
people’s ‘wishes must be carried out.

The programme as outlined in AN
ProsracET should be kept hefore
your readers every week, and every
effort made to rally the whole people
to— :

(1) Boycott British goods and thus
help towards breaking the counection.

(2) Take over the Banks, and thus
put Irish money available for Irish
needs. )

(3) Develop native industries and
thus help towards econmomic indepen-
dence.

(4) Establish a mercantile mnr_ine
and thus develop our own foreign
trade.

(5) Establish the Irish Republic.

these aims before your
readers. We must nobt fail through
¢ constitutionalism '’ now #that vie-
tory is within our grasp.

Keep

Mise,
PADRAIG O RUAIRC.

Corlk,
e ————— s i AT

(Continued from previous colunin)

posed of farmers and Ilabourers,
but of free citizens with equal re-
sponsibility and equal honour) and
responsible to them and the nation
at large, and with all the mechani
cal and scientific aids to agricuiture
the entire Fesources of the nation
can place at their disposal. Lel
the produce of Irish soHl go first 10
feed the Irish people and after 2
sufficlent store has been retained 1o
ensure of that being accomplished,
let the surplus be exchanged with
other countries in return for thoseé
manufactured goods freland needs
but does not herself produce.”

(To be concluded next weel.)

ars ths plok of the market; are urnvary)ng In
quality, and give universal aatiafastion.
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ANALYSIS OF THE
PRESENT SITUATION

George Gilmore’s Views

In the course of his address at Nenagh
Aoridheacht on Sunday, September 25th,
George Gilmore said that there was
generally & tendency for Nationalist
organisations to dogenerate by dogrees
from their original high ideals and to
continue to use old revolutionary slogans
and symbols after they had ceased to
pursue the objects for which those
aymbols stood. As instances of that he
quoted the record of the Redmondite
Irvish Parliamentary Party in paying lip-
errvice to the United Irishmen of '08,
the Young Irelanders of 1B48, and the
Fenians of 1867, to all Republican
Revolutionaries, indeed, except the Re-
publican revolutionaries of their own
time, and the record of the Cosgrave
I’arty in continuing to use the Republican-
Flag and other Republican symbols after
they had betrayed and waged war upon
the separatist tradition which they "had
formerly supported. The reason for this
was that it was much easier to keep up
courage by shouting slogans and talking
of freedom than it was to keep a clear
itlea of real constitutionrl, national and
individual freedom,

FIANNA FAIL'S OMISSIONS.

At present, he said, the working
furmers and other workers—the people
who oveate the wealth of the country—
were undergoing hardships, which were
the efforts of the acute realities of British
Imperialism, while the present govern-
ment of Southern Ireland was concentra-
ting its attention upon comparatively
unimportant symbols of our Nationg]
subjection. He heartily agreed with the
Fianna Fail Government in abolishing
the Oath of Allegiance to England and
the land tribute, but said that they seemed
oblivious to the fact that the great
barrier against our National or Economic
freedom was the fact that the whole
finnneial system, the power of i1ssuing
and withdrawing credits, which was the
higgest factor in governing a country,
was controlled by the Banks in Dublin,
which in tum were controlled by the
Bank of England. The Fianna Fiil
Government, while tryving to make a
further advance towards National Tnde-
pendence, was unwilling to abolish what
James Connolly, very truly described as.
** the maost foreign institution in Ireland ™
—the foreign Capitalist social system
which was forced upon us by the English
conguest,

There was no good reason why anyone
in Ireland should be suffering material
hardships to-day. The country was full
of foods as the result of a bountiful
harvest, and there was no lack of man-
power anxious to get to work, nor of the
raw materials necessary to manufacture
the other necessities of life.

BANKER RULE.

The trouble was that the country was
governed by the Bankers in the interest
of an exploiting Capitalist class, and the
people . were cheated out of what was
their rights. While it was true that that
unjust and unchristian soeial system
cuuld not be altered while we remained in
subjection to the British Empire, it was
alzo true (and it was most important to
remember) that it would be guite possible
that we could achieve the status of an
Independent Sovercign Republic and
still suffer’ under that system.

Ho quoted as examples, the indepen-
tent republiecs of U.8.A. and Poland.
In New York, he said, there was hunger
und misery as acute as in any part of
Ireland. In Poland, which had formerly
carned our sympathy and admiration as
a libﬂ["t-}h]l;lviﬂg nation struggling against
fureign oppressions, there was now such
ot stato of tyranny and oppression that a
short while ago they were hanging people
there for being in ‘possession of what
were deseribed as seditious pamphblets.

Mr. QGilmore emphasised that fact,
that his disparaging remarks were not
aimed at Republicans, but were & warning
against the very dangerous fallacy that
the establishment of an Independent
Republic would neceasarily mean the end
of all our ills. National Independence, he
said, muyst:onln by segarded as a means

to obtain it.

iy
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What has been stated shows that

Agriculture suffers from many ills which
can be summarised thus:—

(1) The coneentration of the best lands
in the hands of a small number,
who do not use them in the
intercsts of the people, but for
sclfish ends—giving no employ-
ment.

{2} Backward methods as compared
with those of highly organised
countries, in production and mar-
keting.

(3) Excessive burdens' in the form of
rents. bank-charges.

(4) Lack of credit [acilitics.

(3) A aystem of edueation unsuited to

. an agricultural people. '
These fundamental evils must be
grappled with befére agriculture can be
put on its feet. Without doing so it is
futile to pretend that any other remedies
can be found. The root evil is land-
lordism, which operates through the
Land Commission Departments of North-
ern and Southern Ireland. The burdens
of landlordism arise out of invasion and
confiscation.

BANK TYRANNY.

Next is the tyranny of the banks.
Bank-debts and usurious interest charges
arc ithe nightmares of countless farmers,
who are often the most industrious and
enterprising. The farmers are having
thrust on them the effects of the deflation
of eurrency policy, dictated by the British
Treasury and the Bank of England, which
has increased the value of the original
amounts borrowed. as measured by
existing prices and values of land and
stoclt,. The intercsts of Ireland were
never even considered when the British
were altering their financial poliey.

The technical improvement and organi-
sation of agricultural economy” in many
agricultural countries in recent years has
reacted detrimentally on lrish agricul-
ture. These improvements have put
Irish farmers at a great disadvantage.
In the unremuncrative British market
Irish produce was faced with the keenest
competition. Because of our " crazy
almost entirely dependent on this market.
Other countries sent enly to DBritain
what was their real surplus which they
were prepared to scll at dumped prices.
This tyvpe of export was secondary to
their home markets.

INCREASE CONSUMPTION.

All this must be altered. In [uture
a greater proportion of our produce must
be consumed at home and what we
export must be only the surplus after
howne requirements have been fully
satisfied. Ouwr exports will be made to
cover the cost of goods and commodities
which we cannot ourselves produce or

ceonomic poliey Irish agriculture was’

—

A Plan for Pl'lllﬁﬁcﬂf, Economic and Social Reconstruction

'ORGANISATION OF AGRICULTURE

This serles of articles will set fort™
a plan for Political, Economic ano
Soclal reconstruction within the Re-
public of {ireland. The serles repre-
sents tho Editorlal pollcy of ** An
Phoblacht.'” We request from all
readers the closest consideration for
this plan, and the line of policy and
the aoctivities outlined to make If
effective. It is our alternative to the
present Iniquitous, degrading
chaotic political and social order.

Editor, AN PHOBLACHT.

manufacture. When that stage is reached
prices will not be the same high con-
sidleration that they have been and are.

Our aim must be to produce sufficient
food for consumption by our own people,
and suffivient must mean, not the amount,
as at present, which ean be bought and
paid for. but the maximum amount our
people require. There is a great difference
in this distinetion. Just imagine the poor
fare to-dav of & majority of the farming
community, farmers and farm-workers—
how little meat, butter, and eggs they
can afford to cat and how much more
they could eat could they afford to do so.
And think of the starved or under-fed
condition of the workers in our cities
and towns. :

To supply the full needs of our present
population would create o revolution in
agriculture. And our population will be
INCreasing.

A PROGRAMME.

How can this necessary and desirable
state of things be brought about ?

It will be necessary to organise the
whole economy of the country in one
great plan. Agriculture will be one of
the greatest factors in this plan.

We will necd a Food Budget and the
alldeation of production of the necessary
food to the several arcas considered
most suitable for producing each parti-
cular commodity. i

There must be guaranteed prices to
the producer, and controlled retail prices
to protect consumer and producer.

The present banking monopoly must
be ended and the powers of issuing and
controlling eredits and eurrency assumad
by the State on behalf of the community.
With these powers thus controlled all
the purchasing power necessary can be
made available. The chief use to be
made of this blessing will be the purchase
of sufticient food,

When the banking monopoly is hroken
eredits must be made available to develop
agriculture on modern lines. Vast schemnes
of land settlement can then be undertaken

der conditions in which the people on
the land ecan live their lives free from the
present hardships. “Considerable amounts
will be necessary for housing, stocking of
the lands coming into the possession of

and |

the new settlers, providing stock, machi-
nery, implements, seeds, ete.

Central marketing of surpluses, and
central purchasing of-requirements from
abroad will he essential to the operation
of a National Plan of a full and balanced
economy. The supplyving of local needs
could operato freely, since exchange
would be regulated by controlled prices.

To earry out this plan agriculiural
communities must be organised in CUo-
operatives—in real co-operation. Through
the Co-operatives credits would be made
availuble ; through these purchases would
be made. and local surpluses dealt with
and passed along to districts where there
would be shortages, or for export. Em-
plovment and labour questions could be
dealt with through the agency of the
Co-operatives.

The Co-operatives would become the
big factor in agrieultural economy and
could be developed to embrace educational
and cultural activities, To brighten and
make social life in rural Ireland more
attractive is a pressing necessity.

THE FARM WORKER.

In dealing with agricultural recon-
struetion the position of the farm-worker
is very often ignored. There is no section
of the workers s=o -u,tgﬂrganiaed. and
consequently they are unable to promote
their interests. Thero are many reasons
for this, but the chief of these is the
close relations usually existing between
themm and their employers. There is
usually less of the Master in the farmer
who omploys labour than in the employer
in a manufacturing industry. Yet while
one would naturally expect greater
justice on this account, too often it is
the reverse. A big scheme for land
settlement on ranches would mean a
considerable number of workers being
placed in a position of security and
happiness and would thus lessen the
numbers now so dependent and so
miserable.

The rights of farm-workers must be
sccured by law. With guaranteed prices
to his omployer there must be for the
worker & minimum wage. The welfare
of the worker must keop pace with the
progress in the industry he works.

“ All the opportunitics exist for raising
agriculture from & depressed and despised
position to one of dignity. It must be
elevated and given recognition as owr
industry of first importance. It muat be
recognised that all those engaged on the
land are performing one of the most
important functions in the Nation—
producing faod.

We must make life on the land atirac- .

b

tive by every means, and end that outlook :

so long prevailing that intelligont and
ambitious young men and women should
fly from the land and regard agriculture
as a degrading occupation.

In the course of a letter ** John
Brennan,"” 10 Belgrave Road, Rath-
mines, writes:—

““As to Dr. MeCartan’s statement
that Mellows was mnot hungry in
America: although it is true that
the rank and file of the Irish Repub-
licans were generous out of all pro-
portion to their means, Liam was noi
the kind of man who would accept
‘gifts of money, or make a free hotel
of anybody’s house, As my name has
been mentioned by Dr. McCartan as
one who always kept an open door
for Mellows and himself, I may say
that I was always deeply honoured to
be able to give what small hospitality
I could to my comrades who were
working for the Republic, and that
Liam Mellows, as a friend of long
standing, whom I had known from
the days when he was a Fianna boy,
was always a very welcome guest. He
came to our place much less often
then we would have liked, and I can
never remember him accepting any-
‘thing more in our house than a cup
of tea, Peadar O’Donnell has said
‘ Gol Mac Morna or Conan Maol had
no harder code for warriors than
Mellows had for himself.” Liam

would not have spoken of hunger or

=

suffering, except when it was past,
and he eould make a joke of it. I do
rentember him telling me, after he
had arisen from what might have
been his death bed, that the doctor
who attended him said something
about his illness being brought on by
hunger and privation.  Liam, who
was raving in a fever, and only half-
conscious, thought that he was in
Ireland, and that the doctor was try-
ing to make out that his mother had
neglected and starved him. Later,
when he was in full possession of his
senses someone told Linm that he had
made a very laudable attempt to de-
fend his mother’s character by
punching the doctor. Liam told an-
other friend that hizs one worry dur-
ing his illness was that he had only
23 dollars, ‘mnot enough to bury
me ! b,

‘““ One can easily judge how much
Liasm—or Dr. MeCartan—ecould rely
on the loyalty and friendship of the
Devoy-Cohalan clique by remember-
ing that these politicians refused to
find - bail for Mellows and McCartan
when they were .arrested in New
York. Not only did they refuse ‘to
find bail, but urged other who were
prepared to furnish bail not te do so,

JOHN BRENNAN ON LIAM MELLOWS

as Liam was arvested with a German,
and anyone befriending him might be
mixed up in a * German Plot’!

“T welcome the opportunity of
putting on record, although briefly,
the magnificent work done by Liam
Mellows on behalf of the exiles. In
the opinion of one who has met many
great Irishmen during the revolu-
tionary struggle, Liam Mellows was
the greatest man of our generation.

“ Mise, le meas,
“ Jorx BreEnwax."

TOWARDS A

WORKERS’ REPUBLIC

] L ]
Fianna Fail Lags Behind
A Chara :

In Ax PuosracHT of September 17th
I read an interesting article dealing with .
the Small Farmers, and how their prob-
lern could best be mpet. The alternative
to the solistion which is easy to be solved
is '* To stand to the principles laid down
by Jam=s Connolly for a Workers
Republic, the same principle adopted by
*Saor Bire' and the Irish Republican
Army." ;

The struggle for freedom in Ireland is
the strugele of the mass of the working
furtuers and wago.carners to break
throuzh the systsm that exploits them,
anddl to achieve a free united Irish
Republie,

Fianna Fdil will not lead this fight;
the machine it takes over will pull it
into opposition to this fight. The relies
of feudalism and exploitation should be
destrovaed in Ireland at once and for over.
Tu break up the big ranches and dem3anes,
to abolish tha gam> and fishing rights
held by a number of the " gontry " on
Irish lands and rivers. with thzir army
of gameckeepers, water builiffs, and the
rest—this should be the first task of a
National Governm=nt.

Why. in the name of justice and
honesty should B[J-E'H.EEFS and writers keop
stlent about the ne2ds of thase poor
farmers and fishermen in the Gaeltacht ?
Now or never is the tim2 to arouss the
masses, to give the fullest expraasion td
their thoughts. This _is tha hour to
bring about the downfall of capitalism.
On to the Workers' Roapublic !

Is mise, le meas, .
Muiris O MUIRCHEARTAIDH.

—  900———

How Irishmen Helped
English Strike of 1919

The Life Storvy of J. H. Thomas is
appearing in the Sandvy Chroniele. The
renegade labour-leader is praised for
having terminated the General Strike of
1919, by a majority of ons voto—his
own—in favour of surrender. \Writing
to us, ** P.M. " gives the following story
of the origin of the Strike :—

* About September 20, 1914, a sccrel
circular was given to the firm of Hayman,
Christy and Lilly’s, Government Printers
in London. Two million copies were
ordered. They were to be sent to overy
police-station in England and Wales for
distribution. The circular was an appeal
for volunteers to replace the railwaymen
in the event of tho anticipatod General
Strike taking place. Tihe compositor who
got the circular was an Irish Republican,
who immediately transferred th: informa-
tion to anmother Irishunin who informad

| the Daily Herald, then a Labour organ

supporting the Strike. As a result of
this prompt action, o Lightning Serike
took place before the circular could be
distributed. That tho strike failed was
due to Thowmas's surrender,”

28660———-

South Tipperary
Orders Irish Coal

At a meeting of the South Tip-
perary’ Board of Health tenders were
received for 40 tons of turf for Cashel
County Home. It was decided to
purchase 25 tons of Castlecower coal
for Clonmel, 25 tons for Tipperary,
10 for Carrick and 10 for Clogheen.
Cashel institutions already have had
a supply of Irish coal.

Sonument Creameries |

Butter = Cream - Eggs i Honey - Jams -Teas - Cakes & Confectionery

Bakeries :—
55 & 56 Upper O'Connell St.
& 32 Lower Camden St,

Head Office :—
25 LOWER CAMDEN S8T.,
DUBLIN

|

CAFE : 55 & 56 UPPER O’CONNELL STREET!

: BRANCHES :
37 GRAFTON STREET _ 75 SANDYMOUNT ROAD/ 29 UPPER CEORGE'S STREET
BS TALBOT STREET 166 PHIBSBORO® ROAD DUN LAOGHAIZE
11 LOWER BAGGOT STREET 24 MAIN STRET, BLACKROCK 3 HENRY STREET -
68 ST. CT. CECRCGIES 5T. 97 TERENURE RD. RATHCAR 67 UPPER DORSET STREET

ISLAND BRIDCE, 5. C, ROAD 11 MARINO MART
76 PARNELL STREET 3 ELM PARK VILLAS
78 RATHMINES ROAD RANELAGH

45 UPPER BACCOTISTREET
98 UP. DRUMCONDRA ROAD
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