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THE TEACHINGS OF JAMES
CONNOLLY.

(Continued.)
By Rev. L. McKENNA, 8.J.

Marx’s THEORY OF ‘‘ SURPLUS VALUE.”’

T is strange that though Connolly extols Marx for his
l Materialistic Conception, of History and for his idea
of the Class War, two concepts which Marx did not
invent, he does not expressly mention the theory of which
Marx alone can claim the parentage, the theory of surplus-
value.

Long before Marx, the English Liberals had propounded
the view that labour is the source of all value, and that,
therefore, the only measure of exchange-value in an article
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tices must command our sympathy; but must also cause us
fear. The tremendous importance of the issues involved -
demand the greatest caution, the deepest thinking, the
slowest action. In particular, when, without reeking of
God’s wishes or help, such men lightly undertake to arrange
the proper working of God’s world we may well tremble
for the result. God knows more than any man about the
things that will make for the welfare of the world which
He has made; and when through His Church He has laid
down certain principles for the ordering of the world it is
for Catholics madness to ignore these principles.

It is a pity that James Connolly with his heroic spirit,
his great love of the Irish people, and his intimate know-
ledge of their history allowed himself to be obfuscated by
German philosophical doctrines which he either misunder-
stood or interpreted in a sense different from their authors’.
A more intimate acquaintance with Catholic doctrine would,
so far from hindering him, have helped him in what was
after all the chief object of his life, the rederaption of the
suffering masses of the Irish people; while at the same time
it would have saved him from the glaring inconsistencies
which mar his work, and from the errors and unpleasant
things which tend to discredit it.




