











































































































ERIN’S HOPE — THE END AND THE MEANS 39

life intelligently organised society can confer upon any of
its members.

“But,” you will say, “this means a Socialist Republic;
this is subversive of all the institutions upon which the
British Empire is founded — this cannet be realised without
national independence.” Well, I trust no one will accuse
me of a desire to fan into flame the dying embers of
national hatred when I state as my deliberate and conscien-
tious conviction that the Irish democracy ought to strive
consistently after the separation of their country from the
yoke that links her destinies with those of the British
Crown. The interests of labour all the world over are
identical, it is true, but it is also true that each country had
better work out its own salvation on the lines most
congenial to its own people.

I believe that here Connolly stated something original to

Marxist thinking of his time: that there are different national
roads to Socialism. And in these articles, and in Erin’s Hope,
one begins to sense what the British economic historian and
Marxist, Eric Hobsbawm, had in mind when he wrote: “The
really interesting and original contributions to Marxist theory
in these islands came from men like William Morris and James
Connolly.” !

The national and racial characteristics of the English
and Irish people are different, their political history and
traditions are antagonistic, the economic development of
the one is not on a par with the other, and, finally, although
they have been in the closest contact for seven hundred
years yet the Celtic Irishman is today as much of an
insoluble* problem to even the most friendly English as on
the day when the two countries were first joined in unholy
wedlock. No Irish revolutionist worth his salt would refuse
to lend a hand to the Social Democracy of England in the
effort to uproot the social system of which the British
Empire is the crown and apex, and in like manner no
English Social Democrat fails to recognise clearly that the
crash which would betoken the fall of the ruling classes in

The word used in the original text is “‘insolute”.
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Ireland would sound the tocsin for ‘the revolt of the
disinherited in England...

When, in addition to the foregoing reforms, we have
demanded the abolitien of our hateful poor-house system,
and the imposition of a heavy and steeply graduated income
tax on all incomes over £400 a year, in order to provide
comfortable pensions for the aged, the infirm, and widows
and orphans, we will have arous'd a new spirit in the
people; we will have based our revolutionary movement
upon a correct appreciation of the needs of the hour, as
well as upon the vital principles of economic justice and
uncompromising nationality; we will, as the true revolution-
ist should ever do, have called into actjon on our side the
entire sum of all the forces and factors of social and
political discontent. By the use of the revolutionary ballot
we will have made the very air of Ireland as laden with
“treason. as fully charged with the spirit of revolt, as it is
today with the cant of compromise and the mortal sin of
flunkeyism; and thus we will have laid a substantial ground-
work for more effective action in the future, while to those
whom we must remove in our onward march the pledge of
our faith in the Social Revolution will convey the
assurance that if we crush their profit-making enterprises
today, yet when the sun dawns upon our freedom, if they
have served their fellow creatures loyally in the hour of
strife, they and their children and their children’s children
will be guaranteed against want and privation for all time
by the safest guarantee man ever received, the guarantee
backed by all the gratitude, the loyal hearts, the brains and
industry of the Irish people, under the Irish Socialist
Republic. 12
It remains to say that Erin’s Hope displays much of the

idealism of the pioneer Socialists and their faith, following
the example of German Social Democracy, in what they
called “the revolutionary ballot” to effect the changes in
society considered both just and necessary.
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7. Poor Soil for Socialism

When James Connolly came to Dublin in 1896 to found the
Irish Socialist Republican Party, labour was a growing force in
British politics. In 1892 Keir Hardie was elected to parliament.
In 1893 he founded the Independent Labour Party. The Social
Democratic -Federation, led by H.M. Hyndman, was noisily
preaching Marxism to the British working class. It had about
20,000 members and would not join the IL.P. which it
considered reformist and insufficiently socialist.

Socialist ideas had a stronger grip in Europe. Germany was
the ultimate hope of-those who believed in the proletarian
revolution. Nearly 25 per cent of the German electorate
supported the Social Democratic Party and its 44 seats in the
Reichstag after the 1893 election did not represent its real
strength. Unlike the L.L.P,, the S.D.P. was a Marxist _party. It
sought to build a new society on on Socialist lines, not merely
represent’ the working class in parliament. As the leading
party of the Second International, it was the model for all
other socialist parties. P

Some notable names of the Second International were
Wilhelm Liebknecht, August Bebel and Karl Kautsky of
Germany; Victor Adler and Otto Bauer of Austria; Jean
Jaures and Jules Guesde of France; Georgii Plekhanov and his
young disciples, V.I. Lenin and Yurii Martov, of Russia; Emil
Vandervelde of Belgium; Rosa Luxemburg of Poland; Daniel
De Leon.of the United States.

Ireland was poor soil for Socialism; it was anathema to the
Catholic Church. Even an enlightened cleric like Father
Thomas A. Finlay, S.J., an advocate of the co-operative
movement, thought Socialism had “much in common with
slavery.” Outside of Belfast there was barely the beginning of
an industrial working class, as noted earlier. The Belfast
worker, Protestant of course, hardly considered he belonged
to the same species as his Catholic counterpart in Dublin.
Belfast had shipbuilding, engineering and textile industries.







































54 YOUNG CONNOLLY

Connolly described his Kerry experiences in De Leon’s People.

The leaflet was reproduced in the Workers’ Republic of
September 17th, 1898, over Mauu Gonne’s name. A note in
O’Brien’s Papers says it was actually written by Connolly.

Between 1870 and 1900 the Great Powers partitioned
Africa among themselves. Britain got the lion’s share. France
did well too. Germany grabbed Southwest Africa, Tanganyika
and part of Kenya. King Leopold of the Belgians claimed the
vast Congo as his personal estate.

The English journalist and economist, J.A. Hobson, in a
book aptly titled Imperialism, explained the phenomenon as
“excessive capital in search of investment.” (There was too
much production, not enough consumption and more capital
existed in Britain “than can find remunérative investment,”
according to Hobson.) He put it all in a famous sentence: “It
is this economic condition of affairs that forms the taproot of
Imperialism.” *7

Combined with the above was the drive for raw materials.
Adventurers flocked to the gold and diamond mines of
Southern Africa. These mines were in the territories of the
small Boer republics of the Transvaal and the Orange Free
State, populated by descendants of Dutch Calvinists and
French Huguenots. The Premier of the British Cape Colony
was another adventurer and imperial crusader named Cecil
Rhodes who had his eye on the Transvaal because of its
riches. By various provocations he managed to start a war
and the Orange Free State came to the aid of its sister
republic. And so began the Boer War.

Nationalist Ireland sympathised with the Boers, naturally
enough. Even the parliamentary parties were outraged by the
war. Michael Davitt withdrew in anger from parliament and
with William Redmond joined the pro-Boer Transvaal Comm-
ittee to protest against the march of British imperialism.

Many Socialists were in two minds about thc Boer War;
but not Connolly. From the beginning he saw it as an
imperialist adventure. Some Socialists argued that imperialism
would lead to industrialisation -of backward countries, the
formation of a proletariat and conditions for the creation of
Socialism. To overthrow capitalism or to replace it with


















60 YOUNG CONNOLLY

figure; brawny, dark-haired, handsome, he seemed supremely
confident of his own abilities. William O’Brien thought him
one of the best Socialist propagandists in Britain. It is
possible that Connolly underestimated Lehane’s difficulties in
Cork, for he wrote Rafferty:

Cork appears to be terribly chicken hearted, and their
oracular statement of the impossibility of carrying on the
propaganda, not only in Cork, but in Ireland as a whole is
calculated to make one sick. I think it would be a good idea
for you to write to them and tell what you know of the
conditions under which the propaganda was carried on by
us in Dublin before it was possible to ‘“arrange with
Connolly.” If they have any shame _at all it ought to make
them blush. 20
Connolly was a hard taskmaster and he rejected all excuses

for inactivity. He did not disguise his thoughts in diplomatic
language. There were no frills to his oratory or writing. He
said what was on his mind without circumlocution. He rarely
underestimated difficulties ir. the way of any line of work,
but he would not be baulked or defeated by them.

In Glasgow raising funds for the Workers' Republic, in
July 1898, he wrote to one of the Lyngs: *“I hope the boys
will keep up to scratch and ngt let the meetings drop off.
They have now a good opportunity of showing the Dublin
people that Socialism does not depend upon any individual
and I believe that when the people see that they will have
more confidence than they otherwise would have in our
party.”

On February 14th, 1899, Connolly spoke in Cork on
“Labour and the Irish Revolution” before what the Cork
Constitution called a “fairly large” audience. He urged an end
to “middle class leadership” of the Irish national movement.
Organised Irish workers would “shatter for ever the system
which condemned the people to misery,” he declared.

As the 1.S.R.P. minutes indicate, the Cork branch began in
April, 1897, after Lehane wrote seeking particulars. T.J. Lyng
set up a branch, he thought, but Lehane later asked for “a
fortnight’s consideration” before putting it on a “permanent”
basis. It withered and died within two years.














































LETTERS TO THE LS.R.P. 75

On July 21st from Nelson: “Glad to hear the Socialist will
be out so soon... Tell Kid to lift the front page article of the
Socialist into Workers’ Republic. Enclosed find Home Thrusts
{a regular Workers’ Republic page one comment by Connolly),
and an article for inside both papers.” There followed
mstructions on where to send copics in Scotland. “Make every
effort to compensate for the delay there has been. What
about that photo of my phiz. Did Arnall finish it and can I
not get a copy? Has the organising committee done anything?
1 mean about the country branches?” There was a postscript.
“[ think you had better drop accidentally across Griffith, and
have a chat with him about me going to America, before you
advertise in U.1. (United Irishinan)”

The photograph of Connolly was for the American tour.
An engraving and a biography of Connolly were sent to De
leon’s Weekly People. Written apparently by Murtagh Lyng
and Mark Deering, it spoke of Connolly’s education, character,
*constant reasoning and analysing”, as well as knowledge of
history in tlattering though not exaggerated terms. Connolly’s
comment, in a letter from Hyde, England, on August 7th — he
must have seen a copy of the Dublin release for it was not
published till September 16th — was mock sarcastic:

[ am very much afraid that the American trip will be a
tailure. This conviction has been borne in upon me ever
since 1 saw the engraving in the Weekly People. No sensible
person would listen to or come to see a person who looked
like that picturc. | must say that Arnall has had his revenge
and a dark and awful one at that. I have often been asked
to get an engraving taken of my phiz by English branches
who go in for that sort ot decoration, but [ have always
refused. But now that such an awful travesty of my
teatures has appeared | am half in¢lined. to get a good
photo taken and etched for printing purposes in order to
retrieve my character for manly bearing. What do you
think? Would it serve any useful purpose. I mean other
than ministering to my personal vanity?

The fiend who wrote that preposterous biography and
created a new birthplace and a new year of birth for me.
will, [ hope suffer in this life all the tortures of the damned.


















































































102 YOUNG CONNOLLY

question is a social question, the whole age-long fight of
the Irish people against their oppressors resolves itself in
the last analysis into a fight for the mastery of the means
of life, the sources of production, in Ireland. Who would
own and control the land? The people or the invaders; and
if the invaders, which sct of them — the most recent swarm
of land thieves, or the sons of the thieves of a former
generation? These were the bottom questions of Irish
politics, and all other questions were valued or deprecated
in the proportion to which they contributed to serve the
interests of some of the factions who had already taken
their stand in this fight around property interests. Without
this key to the meaning of events, this clue to unravel the
actions of “great men”, Irish history is but a welter of
unrelated facts, a hopeless chaos of sporadic outbreaks,
treacheries, intrigues, massacres, murders, and purpose-
less warfare. With this key all things become understandablc
and traceable to their primary origin... it is undeniable that
for two hundred years at least, all Irish political movements
ignored this fact, and were conducted by men who did not
look below the political surface... Hence they accomplished
nothing, because the political remedies proposed were
unrelated to the social subjection at the root of the
matter. The revolutionists of the past were wiser, the

Irish Socialists are wiser today. In their movement

the North and the South will again clasp hands, again will

it be demonstrated, as in ‘98, that the pressure of a

common exploitation can make enthusiasfic rebels out of a

Protestant working class, earnest champions of civil and

religious liberty out of Catholics, and out of both a united

Social Democracy.

James Connolly’s social and national thinking stands or
falls by that interpretation. To adapt a phrase: he wanted to
make Ireland Socialist since that was the logic of history: but
his Socialism had a Fenian face.
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