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CLASS WAR IS
OVER-LEMASS

Union co-operation needed
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l#rgfﬁ'-;:—;ﬁ:iiﬁ THE successful negotiation of a national wage -.gr,tmmtnt.

between the Irish Congress of Trade Unions and the
Federated Union of Employers marked the passing of the old
class-war conception of society and the emergence of a new
and much more intelligent partnership idea, the Taoiseach, Mr,
Lemass, said last night.

Speaking at the annual dinner of the Association of
Advertisers in Ireland, in the Shelbourne Hotel, Dublin. he also
drew attention to some of the problems the 129 wage-increase
could cause, but pointed out how they could be avoided.
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“The Irish are frequently plotting..."

Samuel Holme, builder, Liverpool (c.1835)'

*... There were between 700 and 800 Irish employed as hod-carriers last April in Liverpool.
They formed a trade union amongst themselves. They made unreasonable demands on us, in
conjunction with the mechanics, and stopped nearly all the building in the town for twenty
weeks. The result is that many buildings have been given up, and when they came to work
there was not sufficient employment for all of them. They came back upon the same wages,
and they have suffered most severely in consequence of their turn-out.® Many of them have
sold all their furniture and clothing and they are now, at this inclement season, in a most
deplorable condition. The Irish are frequently plotting and are always ready for a turn-out
They are more given to combination than the English. The late turn-out of mechanics and
labourers has been almost entirely organized by Irish. They are all bound together by secret
oaths, which were probably suggested by the Irish and, although the Irish were the poorest
mechanics, they took the lead in this turn-out. The English submitted in the most singular

manner to be led by the nose. An Irishman named Gavin, a poor mechanic, waited on me as

their delegate.



Repeal of the Union
Freeman’s Journal, 19 February 1833, p.2

A most numerous and respectable meeting of the friends of Ireland, in Liverpool, to petition
for the repeal of the Union between Great Britain and Ireland, was held on Thursday evening
in the Music Hall. A great number of the working classes were present, and evinced great

interest in the business of the evening. A. Agar, Esq. was called to the chair.

The meeting was addressed by several gentlemen well known in the town, and the following

resolutions were unanimously agreed to: -

"That the evils of Ireland, so far from having received any promise of redress from the present
reformed parliament, and are likely to be aggravated by the attempt to coerce the expression
of public opimon, it is now more than ever necessary to combine, by the most strict and
constitutional means, the energies of the people of Liverpool, for the purpose of ensuring a

redress of grievances.

"That the repeal of the legislative Union is a measure calculated to secure the internal union
of both countries, on the lasting basis of free allegiance to the crown of England, and mutual
regard amongst the subjects of both countries by fair and unrestricted competition in trade,

agriculture, and commerce.

"That the legislative Union having been obtained by bribery and corruption, and the most

unjust suppression of public opinion, it is the malienable right of every Irishman to seek its

repeal.”
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MEEIING OF THE TAILORS OF DUBLIN TO PE.
TITION FOR A REPEAL OF THE UNION.
Wa regret that press of matier prevented ue {rom giving a
report of this meeting, which was held on Tueaday lust, at
the Arepa, Tha chair was taken by ;
MR. JAMES COSTELLO, :
who explainsd the objects for which the meeting had apsem-

[ bled, snd strongly impressed upon bis zuditors the vecessity

of svery man, having the slightest feeling for bis unfortunate
country, to come furward acd constitutionslly ezert bimsell in
her behalf, atsuch @ juncture-as the present. :

Mr. Thomas Leech was appointed secretary, and moved the
first motion., _

Mr. Jobn Donogboe sesonded the resolution, and addressed
the meetiog vn the present unbappy stote uf'ln-iand. He
denied that the late mavifesto was galeulated to impart oalm to
this country, but would, he feared, Luves very different ef-
fect, He pleoged himself, on his own part, and on that of the
trade, never tv cease consitutionally exerting themselves for
the redemption of their country (applause).

. The motion baviog been agrued to, . ‘

Mr. Michael Evans proposed the succeeding one, atir.
butiog the depression of trade to the act of legislative union
between England and Ireland, The mover expressed bis de-
wrmivation to never cesse constitutivnally agitativg till they
rescusd Ireland from her sta'e of & pinful proviuee, aud
place her in the rauk she ought to bold amongst the netions of
tbe earth (cheers). vt

Mr. Thomas W helan asconded the regolution, and contended
in the gpirit of the resolution, that no measure whatever b_ul
tbe ut.qualfied repesl of the union could eradica'e thas evile
under which Ireland ai present suffered (hear).

The questionhaving been seconded, wasagreed to.

Mr. Jobn Walsn proposed the succeeding reaclution, !ﬂd
reiterated their desided determinarion never to cerse agitating

1 till they obtained u repesl of the Union, which was carried.

A petiiicn baviog been agreed on, wnd thanks voted to the
chairman, the meeting broke up. : ;
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Meeting of the Tailors of Dublin to Petition

for a Repeal of the Union

Freeman’s Journal, 22 February 1833, p.|



Roscommon and Leitrim Gazette, 27 Jan 1838
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S gl Captain Rock begs leave to forewarn you of
o Y “"‘gthe fate that will attend yon and your family if
g S , ron presume coming to the Cross Roads ot Tal-
=T - Jyhill or to become a tenant to any of the Per-

f!’
i

1111E
i
il
1
]

i
i
i
{

i}__i'{:'
il
{

¢ ‘jured Simpsons—furthermore yon are warned
‘against your habit of selling your Gombeen meal
and potatves at such a high rate the vengeance
:of the friends of Libertv will pursue you if yon
- come near any of the Simpsons. Therefore if
‘you love your own welfae you will remain
‘where you are, if not mark the consequence let
‘your own blood be on ynur own head or any
;person taking this down farewell awhile.
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George Cornwall Lewis, On Local
Disturbances in Ireland (1836)

99

to afford this security that the Whiteboy combinations
are formed. The Whiteboy association may be con-
sidered as a vast trades’ union for the protection of the
Irish peasantry : the object being, not to regulate the
rate of wages, or the hours of work, butto keep the
actual occupant in possession of his land, and in gene-
ral to regulate the relation of landlord and tenant for
the benefit of the latter. Certain other objects are
occasionally added, the chief of which is to pre-
vent the employment of a stranger, the quantity of
work being, in the opinion of the labourers, already
insufficient for the natives: at times, moreover, the
Whiteboys (as we have already seen) have sought to
reduce the rate of tithe, or to prevent its collection, or
to lower the priests’ dues. These combinations being
constantly in existence, and working with weapons
which may be turned to any purpose, the objects
have perhaps somewhat varied: but in general they
have been restricted simply to the occupation of land
and the several payments immediately connected with it.
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muted into certain and irrevocable rent.

It was on these grounds—seeing that though the gentry
and middle classes had, in some mensure, achieved theirs,
the emancipation of the people was yet to come—that we
formed-the Trish Universal Suffrage "Associution, in order
to induce the working classes to take their own affairs into
their own hands, ond having once satisfied themselves of
what they were justly entitled to, to struggle unitedly, ener-
getically, and unceasingly, until they had obtained the rights
essential to their own happiness and to the afety of the
commonwealth, With your association we believe thot
justice and common sense demand that every male inhabitant
of this empire, of twenty-one years of age and upwards,
of sane mind, and not convicted of any felonious oftence,
should have a voice in the selection of representatives—
wé believe that annual parliaments are the best seeurity for
the honesty of members of parliament—that the protection
of the ballet is indispensable; where men are not socially in-
dependent—that the existing property qua‘ification for mem-
bers is impolitie, unjust, and a fruitful source of falschood
and perjury—that men may, in many cases, be fittingly sent
to poarlinment, who should bo adequately maintained there
by their constituents ; and that there can be no equal repre.
sentation till the number of representatives be proportionate
to the number of electors. Further, we are of opinion that
Ireland is entitled to home legislation—that her internal re-
gources may he developed, and her domestic wants looked
after by those who will possess an ndequate knowledge of,
and interest in, affairs essentinlly Irish. These principles
we have published, and laid before the people of Irejund.

This display of independent thought and action on our
part has, however, not only brought upen us the natural hos-
tility of the monopolist factions, but numbers of our own






Full text of the Petition for the Charter, 1842

2 Chartist Ancestors T petitions

Thomas Slingsby Duncombe, the radical MP for Finsbury, introduced the Chartist Petition of 1842
‘signed by 3,315,752 of the industrious classes’ into the House of Commons on 2 May 1842. His

speech and the full text of the petition are taken from Hansard:

That your petitioners complain that seats in your honourable House are sought for at a most extravagant

rate of expense; which proves an enormous degree of fraud and corruption.

That your petitioners, therefore, contend, that to put an end to secret political traffic, all representatives

should be paid a limited amount for their services.

That your petitioners complain of the many grievances borne by the people of Ireland, and contend that

they are fully entitled to a repeal of the legislative union.

That your petitioners have viewed with great indignation the partiality shown to the aristocracy in the
courts of justice, and the cruelty of that system of law which deprived Frost, Williams, and Jones, of the
benefit of their objection offered by Sir Frederick Pollock during the trial at Monmouth, and which was

approved of by a large majority of the judges.



Wolfe Tone - An Address to the People of Ireland (1796)

The aristocracy of Ireland, which exists only by our slavery, and is maintained in its pomp and

splendour by the sale of our lives, liberties, and properties will tumble in the dust;

the People will be no longer mocked with the vain appearance of a Parliament, over

which they have neither influence or control.

Instead of a King, representing himself, a House of Lords representing themselves, and a House of
Commons representing themselves, we shall have a wise and honest Legislature, chosen by the People,
whom they will indeed represent, and whose interest, even for their own sakes, they will most

strenuously support.

Our commerce will be free, our arts encouraged, our manufactures protected—for our

enemies will no longer be our lawmakers.”



Rev. Daniel Hearne, Manchester (c.1835Y

“I have observed that the Irish are more prone to take part in trades’ unions, combinations,
and secret societies, than the English. | attribute this to the habit which they have acquired in
Ireland, engendered by the administration of bad laws. | use all my influence as a catholic priest
to discountenance such societies and to dissuade members of my flock from joining them, and

to persuade them to cease to belong to them. | have reason to know that the influence of the

catholic clergy in this town has been successful in this respect to a great extent.”

* UK Parliamentary Papers, Appendix to Repart into the State of the Irish Poor in Great Britain, Mo, IIl: State of the
Insh Poor m Manchestar and Other Towns of Loncashire and Cheshire (1336]), &2 "Rev. Daniel Hearne, residant
priest of 5. Fatrick’s Church, George's Fields, 2 native of the county of Tipperary in Ireland, was educated at
Maynooth and has been in Manchester about eight years and a half.” [id, &2.



HIBERNIAN ANT! SLAVERY SOCIETY.

The above society held their usual meeting in the Roual
Exchange, on Wednesday evening last, and, as usual, it was
attended by a considerable number of the working classes,
w ho paid deep attention to the speakers. The proceedings
of this benévolent association almost necessarily assume ar
sppearance of sameness from their frequent reiteraticn f
the same sentiments, yet the speakers do contrive to create
new interest in the questions they bring before their
audiences from week to week, from the mere force of
earnestness, for they make no pretensions to the se of th t
oratory which usually captivates lar.e assemblies. The
penple, however, atterd these Wednesday evening meeti: gs,

information as

and we doubt not they derive much uscful

weil as pleasure from doing so,

Mr. James Haughton took the chair. He gmaid that
slavery was a crying iniquity, and not to be measored by the
amount of cruelty or kindness exercised towards the slave
by his task-master. That it was a crime which Funanity
revolts at more than any other that co.ld be named. He
vead some sickening details of almost incredible, yet well
authenticated, instances of cruelty arising out of the infernal
system, and he commented at length on an admirble article
in the Nation on the subject of the use of tobacco. In ad-
dition to the unanswerable arguments for its disuse urged in

that article, Mr. Haughton urged his cudience to ahandon
it altogether, and at once, because it is the ¢ oduce of slave

Freeman's Journal -
Tuesday 06 May 1845 p. 4



SPECIAL MEETING
ar
THE IRISH CONFEDERATION

TO PROTEST AGAINST THE JURY PACKING |
SYSTEM.,

The March.

On Sunday the streets of Dublin presented a scene—
not of excitement—but rather of popular feeling, re-
strained within proper and prudent bounds. The right
of the citizens of Dublin to pass peaceably through the
streets of their own city had been questioned. The
authorities had thought proper to blockade a populous
thoroughfare with police; and in the event (the ex-
pected event) of resistance, on the part of the citizens,
to such a gross outrage, a regiment of military was
placed near at hand to support this most unconstitutional
aggression on the privileges of subjects and citizens, and | JHs8
10 make the streets of Dublin a scene of blood, and leave [ESSE
many a hearth desolate ; and all for what purpose
To justify the course which it has seemed fit to our
rulers to adopt in following up their determination
to subdue the free spirit of the people, and to crush §
the manifestation, both by word and act, of popular
opinion.

: ~ 0
The meeting was, in truth, a splendid demonstration.
I'hie clubs did walk in proceasion to the place of meeting,
which was at Bellevue, where Mr. Ennis had given
the fine area within his premises for the purpose.
Fifteen Confederate Clubs, headed by their presidents,
marched uninterrupted from their several club-rooms to

the pluce of meeting (Dublin Weekly Nation, 37 May 1848)



Dublin Evening Mail - Wednesday 07 June 1848
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“ A'PROCLAMATION,
“T0 ALL 1GNORANT AND DELUDED POLICEMEN,

“ Whereas the of the Irish National Guard have
received several despatches from their depots, relative
to the conduct of certain Police, in tearing down their Bul.
leting, announcing the strength of each week's columns; and,
also, endeavouring to prevent respectable non.commissioned
officers from billeting * The Irish National Guard,’ Now hereby give
notice, that they will prosecute all such parties so offending ; and
the Captains further inform all such detective Jackalls, that ‘ The
Irish National Guard' is regularly marched, once a week, for inspec-
tion, to her Majesty's Stamp office, having been previously drilled
and inspected by the said Captains and the Printer to the serviee,
who is duly licensed. The Captains of * The Irish National Guard™
therefore command all their Agents and non-commissioned officers
in the outposts, to notify to them any rash attempts that may here.
after be made to surprise their depots, to cut off detachments, or
prevent * The Irish National Guard’ from marching through the
length and breadth of Ireland, England, Scotland, and our ancient
possession, the Isle of Man.,
icmd by order of the Captains, at their Castle, 16, Christ.

Place, Dublin, this Iltd;{[of June, 1545,
“Jamps M‘Conmick, Licensed Printer.”
Proof was given of the circumstances attending the

taking down the placards ; the charge was undenied by
the defendants, but the Inspector and Mr. Superintendant
Walsh justified the act. on the plea of orders to that
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