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My view on the Irish Times: Spineless compradors.

Comprador: a person who acts as an agent for foreign organizations
engaged in investment, trade, or economic or political exploitation.
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YULETIDE PROJECT FEAR

Date: January 15, 2026 - Affairs of the Nation

Micheal Martin

GOLDHAWK HAS never witnessed such a full-on campaign by
government, media, academia and other power centres as in the run-
up to Christmas when propagators of a European army and a
European war went into overdrive. Fearful that EU states would
disrespect us, the Irish comprador elite fought as never before in a
near-hysterical attack on... Read more »
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Trump’s random gibberish is more terrifying
than lies. It is a sign of derangement

The US president isn't making this stuff up — it's making him up
Tue Apr 07 2026 - 06:05

Donald Trump is like a child pulling the wings off
flies — all means and no end

We are seeing something new in human history: the relishing of annihilation as
entertainment

Tue Mar 31 2026 - 06:00

Once one of the most influential people in Irish
media, he ignored his own golden rule

A journalist using Al-generated quotes in articles about Al is like a doctor injecting
one virus in the hope of curing another

Tue Mar 24 2026 - 06:00

Tony Blair and Peter Mandelson will go down in
history as crawlers and creeps

If we want to understand why democracy is in such trouble, we can learn plenty from
the careers of two men who were once stellar figures in democratic politics

Tue Feb 03 2026 - 06:00

If Trump goes after Ireland, he will also destroy a
lot of US wealth

We've made ourselves dependent on American capitalism but for America it's a
hugely lucrative dependency

Tue Jan 27 2026 - 06:00

Why is Ireland so badly governed? Here’s why...

Road Safety Authority requests show our TDs are not doing the jobs they are elected
to do

Tue Jan 20 2026 - 06:00



\icag;
®QQ 1 atloo

actually
ex1Sting
mode *

Theoretical
Apparatus

¥Hroduction

verificatio?



PLOT

7N\

CHARACTERS EVENTS

MOTIVATION



FINTAN OTOOLE

& i g o |
R.F F@STER“' ' '*-" " _ di

I MQDE"R\I RELAN

_,.r'

|F"|1|H—] 0K 2

'Thie oulstanding Irish histardan of aur Hima'






E
[ 1] [
t
=
‘1
‘
...I.
3
I
t
1
I




# "

g .

. |

-
a

ucated. Their way of life is closer to that
of Americans than the pattern found in

R o“ng qnd vigﬂr.

Sl GXDaln-



i ey A

& ), u... . Ve
(T &




2007 tax

BNEOING  PRODUCTION
REPRODUETION  OF  IRisH |
COMPRADOR CLASS RELATIONS |
ViA  PUBLIC AND  FRIVATE |
CAPITAL AVD key |
INSTITUTIONS OF THE STATE |




the victory of the one has meant that there was no room
in Ireland for the other.

And latter- da}' cvents have shown how tightly
Ireland’s agrarian Lcmmmy is bound up with British
i imperialism. Economically, the ranches are England’s

: ;' i farmyards; politically, the ranchers are a vital division of

sl England’s garrison. Therefore, any movement that in

& any way ‘“disturbs normal trading relations with

i Britain ”—in other words, any movement for the libera-

S tion of Ireland from the Empire shackles—earns the

N ' e fiercest hostility of the ranchers. The big graziers and
| : _ St their whole system not only hold the land of Ireland
l 'é’ : Vi : e e : A, from the landless men and uneconomic holders, but they
| Sy : stand in the way of national frecdom, they are an em-
bodiment of the ** robber rights and robber rule,” and

Even 1f You have read : here, therefore, as at so many points, the age-old battle

‘ , o for nationhood links with the struggle for the social

F i tl_l d bo ks b f) emancipation of the Irish toiling people.

| L8 a Ousan 0 El OUt Fven on their own battleground the case of the

| ranchers can easily be demolished. It is true that up to
&y ?’ et ! recently, the handful of graziers were prospering, while

| h Irelan you W‘ll Y‘Et do Weu ks the I'L‘R:: of the rural cun%n‘:unity wcrcI s|ippinggfurthcr

| L e . into debt and penury. But even if tillage farming had

1-':: " d I been completely destroyed, and the whole country was
g, to rea t One, Says the : dotted only with the mansions of the lards of bullock-
1 : dom and the occasional thim of the few thousand
R . herdsmen and shepherds rec quired to maintain ros-
¥ NEW STATESMAN & NATION fOl‘ perity,” Ireland téd%y woulld still be gripped 1)3«P the
. world crisis. I have shown why Ireland was affected
99 later than the grain-producing lands; and from the

O do qo lq :.1 nesay PYhPﬂPﬂ{‘P
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COMPATRIOT . . . . COMPRADOR

A Tale That Will Help Us Understand
The Fight of the Chinese Worker

BY OSKAR ERDEERG
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BY OSKAR ERDBERG

"N HINA’S struggle against Japanese aggression would he a subject of quick
understanding and sympathy in Ireland, were it not that the fluctuations
of that struggle—the vague references to the Red Provinces, sudden

revolts, the capture of President Chang Kai Shek and the pressure on him to
order war against Japan; and similar phenamena—are rendered in a confusing
way by the daily Press cable services. China has 400,000,000 people and most of
them in misery. A few are fighting their way out. This story tells how. (We
also have our compatriot compradors.) e -

“ Almost all these fields helong {to
the elder of cur tribe, Mister Tsai, and
his mear relatives, He lives in the
capital of the province. where he ranks
as the biggest wholesale cotton mer-
chant., His fields arc rented to the
peasants of our villages. .

“I spent my childhoodl with my
mother in my uncle’s family. We
worked in his field and le fed us. My
father worked as sailor on a junk which
went from village to village along the
river, gathering up raw cotton from
dealers. My father was always dream-

longer. There was mnothing left for
my father to do but to take me off
tu the city.

“ Here on this dock we landed eight
years ago. Many of our fellow-
countrymen were working in the cotton
mill, and my father resolved to get me
a job with their help. Father took =
little table in the saloon here, ordered
a good dinner and invited our fellow-
countrymen from the .{actory. Alte
the 20th cup of rice-wine my fate was
settled. Our distant relative, a man
of the same name, Tsai Ta-chao, a fac-

need, to apply to the protector of our
tribe, Mister Tsai, for intercession.

“My father was a man of old-
fashioned notions. He believed in the
sacredness of family ties and wished
to instil this belief in me. Here in the
city there was a confraternity of all
those who came from our distriet, and
my father explained to me carefully
that if I secured the protection of the
strong and influential people in it, I
need be afraid of nothing.

“ That was the last time I saw my
father. As so often happens here on
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oration and to ie
both on the basic
the Corporation an

Constitution.
2B) It js the view of the Dublin Branch of the Commumist
Party of Ireland (Marxist-Leninist) that in order for
the Corporation to be genuinely democratic it must
minimally :-

(i) Break entirely the influence of the comprador

bourgeoisie and all forms of foreign monopoly
capitalism over its affairs. L

AR

ad MABA OB IMUTC TELAG ey
principles of the day to day work of
d also on the question of the new

ANT Y-
RV ASUNNINGI AL %A
TET In%"’ WHE ST ENGT M Ow
S ARISMH WORKING CILASS

PROGRAMME OF THE DUBLIN BRANCH DY TV
mym:sr PARTY OF IRELAND{MARNIST-1E
IR THE LOCAL FLECTIONS,JUNE 18th 1804

Arngela Cunningham . David Vipondﬁh\lh\iﬂ
Ballyfermot Arvea 6 South Central Avea'l

(See page 6 for the Programme of the Dublin Branch of the Communist Party of Trelax
(Marxist-Leninist) for the local elections to the Dublin Corporation.)




both these parties to the seizure of power by workers and
farmers of Ireland. " (3)

But if the capitalist mode of production was dominant in Ireland,
other modes of production, and early capitalist relations persisted
alongside, as is common in many dominated social formations. In
Ireland the persistence of a large fragmented whole of small farmers
holders, labourers, tenant farmers resisted integration and it is
premsely to these, that the Republican Congress and other revolut-
ionary groups addressed themselves, to forge a movement under

the direction of the working class.

It is important to remember that the political direction of the Repub-
lican Congress must have been strongly influenced by the arguments
for popular fronts then circulating in the 111 International and @&
forward at the 7th Congress of the Communist International in 1935
by Georgi Dimitrov. These arguments, were underpinned by a
narrow definition of the economic interests of finance capital, with
the Sta(tte as simple putty in the hands of the dominant class or frac-
tion. (4)

(2) Saothair: Vol 1. no. 1 1975. pg. 56.

(3) The Republican Congress. Cork Workers Club.

(4) G. Dimitrov: 'For the Unity of the Working Class against
Fascism!. Scientific Booksellers.

49
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The ways of God and Nature may contain
mysteries - but anything made by humans,
can be understood by humans

Giambattista Vico
(1668-1744)



The ways of God and Nature may contain
mysteries - but anything made by humans,
can be understood by humans

Including society, which is
not mystical but the work
of human hands and minds

Giambattista Vico
(1668-1744)




Karl Marx, "Theses on Feurbach" (1844)

All social life 1s

essentially practical highly abstract - so some form of

ideological framework 1s needed

rational solution

human practice and 1n
the comprehension of this
practice.
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All social life 1s

essentially practical highly abstract - so some form of

ideological framework 1s needed

rational solution

human practice and 1n
the comprehension of this
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Karl Marx. Capital 170/ I. Trans. Ben Fowkes. Penguin Books, 1976.

The physicist either observes natural processes where they occur
in their most significant form, and are least affected by disturbing
influences, or, wherever possible, he makes experiments under
conditions which ensure that the process will occur in its pure state.
What I have to examine in this work is the capitalist mode of
production, and the relations of production and forms of inter-
course [Verkehrsverhdltnisse] that correspond to it. Until now,
their locus classicus has been England. This is the reason why
England is used as the main illustration of the theoretical develop-
ments I make. If, however, the German reader pharisaicallyshrugs
his shoulders at the condition of the English industrial and agri-
cultural workers, or optimistically comforts himself with the
thought that in Germany things are not nearly so bad, I must
plainly tell him: De te fabulanarratur!*

Intrinsically, it is not a question of the higher or lower degree of

his economic works, for example those on the historical character of capital,
on the connection between the relations of production and the mode of pro-
duction, etc., etc,, even down to the terminology created by me, this may per-
haps be due to purposes of propaganda. I am of course not speaking here of
his detailed working-out and application of these propositions, which I have
nothing to do with.

**The tale is told of you® (Horace, Satires, Bk I, Satire 1).

Preface to the First Edition 91

development of the social antagonisms that spring from the
natural laws of capitalist production. It is a question of these laws
themselves, of these tendencies winning their way through and
working themselves out with iton necessity. The country that is
more developed industrially only shows, to the less developed, the
image of its own future.

‘But in any case, and apart from all this, where capitalist pro-
duction has made itself fully at home amongst us,* for instance
in the factories properly so called, the situation is much worse
than in England, because the counterpoise of the Factory Acts is
absent. In all other spheres, and just like the rest of Continental
Western Europe, we suffer not only from the development of
capitalist production, but also from the incompleteness of that
development. Alongside the modern evils, we are oppressed by a
whole series of inherited evils, arising from the passive survival of
archaicand outmoded modes of production, with their accompany-
ing train of anachronistic social and political relations. We suffer
not only from the living, but from the dead. Le mort saisit le vif /T

The social statistics of Germany and the rest of Continental
Western Europe are, in comparison with those of England, quite-
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]llfdiCO—PO].itiCﬁl: Every soctety, in addition to
having given economic and ideological structures,
possesses a combination of institutional apparatuses
and norms designed to regulate the operation of
soctety as a whole. These institutional apparatuses
and norms constitute the juridico-political structure

of the society, and form a part of the superstructure.

- Marta Harnecker (1937-2019)
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History as a finding of underlying
structures in the world that are not
immediately evident 1n experience.




History as a finding of underlying
structures in the world that are not
immediately evident 1n experience.




To be radical, or to be a scientist, is the same thing; it is a
question of trying to go to the root of the matter. For Marx,
this meant trying to uncover the “economic laws of motion of
modern society,” that is, first of all, seeing society as an or-
ganism in motion constantly changing and developing as it
moves from its beginning to its end, and second of all, search-
ing in the economy, Le., in changing conditions of production
and exchange, for the underlying basis of this motion.

In this essay, I wish to follow Marx’s approach by viewing
the present conjuncture of international politics and economics
in terms of the long-term growth and spread of capitalist social
relations of production to a world level. More concretely, I
want to try to relate the current crises in national and interna-
tional politics to the world market created during the last twenty-
five years by the American Empire, first by examining Keynes’
1933 warnings of the difficulties and dangers for the develop-

~ STEPHEN HYMER. 197%)
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the creation of the National Asset Management Agency.

The power to do that did not develop overnight. In order to
find the reason why that class was able to wield such influence
at such short notice, we are going to have to dig. This book
sets out a historical analysis of the events of September 2008 in
order to achieve that objective.

History provides a canvas wide and deep enough to enable us
to see the economic and political mechanisms, the machine itself,
in motion. By looking at the way the Irish econpmy actually
works — the deep structures and investment strategies — the gov-
ernment’s response to the banking crisis, despite its inherent
insanity, starts to make sense. The logic behind it reveals itself. It is
still deeply shocking, but it was not the result of a few bad apples.

The plan of the book is, hopefully, straightforward enough.
There are four chapters dealing with the development of the
Irish economy, and two chapters on the crisis itself. It starts
with housing, as the subject is saturated with so many myths
and half-truths that it demands a factual analysis. There is no
Irish property-owning gene. It is not part of our DNA. Home
ownership outside of rural areas is a relatively new phenom-
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Frederick Engels. The Condition of the Working Class in England in 1844. John W. Lovell Company, 1887), 183

=

f this poverty, but not of the poverty itself. Or the blame is laid
nt church forced upon a Catholic nation; but divide among the
iat the church takes from them, and it does not reach six shillings a
lesides, tithes are a tax upon landed property, not upon the tenant,
he may nominally pay them; now, since the Commutation Bill of 1338,
lord pays the tithes direcily and reckons so much higher rent, so that
t is none the better off. And in the same way a hundred other causes
of this poverty are brought forward, all proving as little as these. This poverty
{I‘];h& result of our social conditions; apart from these, causes may be found for
the ner in which it manifests itself, but not for the fact of its existence.

te the people, and to their historical development. The Irish are a
pmp{e rglated in their whole character to the Latin nations, to the French, and
especially to the Italians. The bad features of their character we have already
had depicted by Carlyle. Let us now hear an Irishman, who at least comes
‘nearer to the truth than Carlyle, with his prejudice in faver of the Teutonic
character:!

* They are restless, yet indolent, clever and indiscreet, stormy, impatient and
im nt; brave b_f instinct, generous without much reflection, quick to
revenge and’ forgive insults, to make and to renounce friendships, gifted with

‘gdjg.a]ly, sparingly with judgment,"

?gﬁa Trish, feeliny and passion predominate; reason must bow before
Their sensuous, excitable nature prevents reflection and quiet, persever-
ly from reaching development—such a nation is utterly unft for
};ﬁ now conducted. Hence they held fast to agriculture anc
« upen the lowest plane even of that. With the small subdivisions of
[:mﬂ which were not here artificially created as in France and on the Rhine by
the division of great estates, but have existed from time immemorial, an im-
provement of the soil by the investment of capital was not to be thought of; and
it would, according to Alison, require 120 million pounds sterling to bring the
soil up to the pot very high state of fertility alrcady attained in England. The
English immigration, which might have raised the standard of Trish civilization,
has contented itself with the most brutal plundering of the Irish people; and
while the Irish, by their immigration into England, have furnished England a
leaven, which will produce its own results in the future, they have little for
which to be thankful to the English immigration.

rty manifests itself in Ireland thus and not otherwise is owing to the

“That poverty manifests itself in Ireland thus and not
otherwise 1s owing to the character of the people, and to

their historical development. [...]

With the Irish, teeling and passion predominate; reason

must bow beftore them.

Their sensuous, excitable nature prevents retlection and
quiet, persevering activity from reaching development—
such a nation is utterly untit for manufacture as now

conducted.

Hence they held fast to agriculture and remained upon

the lowest plane even of that.”



Karl Marx. Capital 0/ I. Trans. Ben Fowkes. Penguin Books, 1976.

The physicist either observes natural processes where they occur
in their most significant form, and are least affected by disturbing
influences, or, wherever possible, he makes experiments under
conditions which ensure that the process will occur in its pure state.
What I have to examine in this work is the capitalist mode of
production, and the relations of production and forms of inter-
course [Verkehrsverhiltnisse] that correspond to it. Until now,
their locus classicus has been England. This is the reason why
England is used as the main illustration of the theoretical develop-
ments I make. If, however, the German reader pharisaicallyshrugs
his shoulders at the condition of the English industrial and agri-
cultural workers, or optimistically comforts himself with the
thought that in Germany things are not nearly so bad, I must
plainly tell him: De te fabulanarratur!*

Intrinsically, it is not a question of the higher or lower degree of

his economic works, for example those on the historical character of capital,
on the connection between the relations of production and the mode of pro-
duction, etc., etc,, even down to the terminology created by me, this may per-
haps be due to purposes of propaganda. I am of course not speaking here of
his detailed working-out and application of these propositions, which I have
nothing to do with.

**The tale is told of you® (Horace, Satires, Bk I, Satire 1).

Preface to the First Edition 91

development of the social antagonisms that spring from the
natural laws of capitalist production. It is a question of these laws
themselves, of these tendencies winning their way through and
working themselves out with iton necessity. The country that is
more developed industrially only shows, to the less developed, the
image of its own future.

‘But in any case, and apart from all this, where capitalist pro-
duction has made itself fully at home amongst us,* for instance
in the factories properly so called, the situation is much worse
than in England, because the counterpoise of the Factory Acts is
absent. In all other spheres, and just like the rest of Continental
Western Europe, we suffer not only from the development of
capitalist production, but also from the incompleteness of that
development. Alongside the modern evils, we are oppressed by a
whole series of inherited evils, arising from the passive survival of
archaicand outmoded modes of production, with their accompany-
ing train of anachronistic social and political relations. We suffer
not only from the living, but from the dead. Le mort saisit le vif /T

The social statistics of Germany and the rest of Continental
Western Europe are, in comparison with those of England, quite:



MARX TO SIGFRID MEYER AND AUGUST VOGT
April 9, 1870
On January 1, 1870,* the General Council issued a con-

fidential circular** drawn up by me in French (for the reac-
tion upon England only the French, not the German, papers
are important) on the relation of the Irish national struggle to
the emancipation of the working class, and therefore on the
attitude which the International Association should take in
regard to the [rish question.

I shall give you here only quite briefly the decisive points.
Ireland is the bulwark of the English landed aristocracy. The
exploitation of that country is not only one of the main
sources of this aristocracy’s material welfare; it is its greatest
moral strength. It, in fact, represents the domination of
England over Ireland. Ireland is therefore the great means by
which the English aristocracy maintains its domination in
England herself.

If, on the other hand, the Engijsh army and police were

e * In the manuscript “December 1, 1869", which is a misprint,—

#2 See pp. 252-55-Ed.
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from the Irish being more passionate and revolutionary in
character than the English.

As for the English bourgeoisie, it has in the first place a
common interest with the English aristocracy in tuming
Ireland into mere pasture land which provides the English
market with meat and wool at the cheapest possible prices. [t
is equally interested in reducing, by eviction and forcible
emigration, the Irish population to such a small number that
English capital (capital invested in land leased for farming)

can function there with “security”. It has the same interest in
cl:anng the estate of Ireland as it had in the clearing of the
agricultural districts of England and Scotland. The
£6,000-10,000 absentee-landlord and other Insh revenues
which at present flow annually to London have also to be
taken into account.

But the English bourgeoisie has, besides, much more im-
portant interests in Ireland's present-day economy. Owing to
the constantly increasing concentration of tenant farming,
Ireland steadily supplies her own surplus to the English
labour-market, and thus forces down wages and lowers the
moral and material condition of the Enelish workine class.



Frederick Engels. "England in 1845 and in 1885." Commoniweal, March 1885, pp. 12-13.

THE COMMO]

March, 1885.

and disorganised the narrower, but more matter-of-fact, move-
ment of the English working class. At the very moment
Chartism was bound to assert itself in its full strength, it
collapsed internally, before even it collapsed externally on the
10th of April, 1848 The action of the working class was
thrust into the background. The capitalist class triumphed
along the whole line, )

The Reform Bill of 1831 had been the victory of the whole
capitalist class over the landed aristocracy. The repeal of the
Corn Laws was the victory of the manufacturing capitalists not
only over the landed aristocracy, but over those sections of
capitalists t0o whose interests were more or less bound up with
the lasnded interest: bankers, stock-jobbers, fundholders, etc.
Free Trade meant the re-adjustment of the whole home and
foreign commercial and financial policy of England in accord-
ance with the interests of the manufacturing capitalists—the
class which now represented the nation. And they set about
this task with a will. Every obstacle to industrial production
was mercilessly removed. The tariff and the whole system of
taxation were revolutionised, Everything was made subordinate
to one end, but that end of the utmost importance to the
manufacturing capitalist: the cheapening of all raw produce,
and especially of the means of living of the working class; the
reduction of the cost of raw material, and the keeping down—
if not as yet the lringing down—of wages. England was to
become the ‘“ workshop of the world ”’; all other countries were
to become for England what Ireland already was—markets for
her manufactured goods, supplying her in return with raw
materials and food. England the great manufacturing centre
of an agricultural world, with an ever-increasing number of
corn and cotton-growing Irelands, revolving around her, the
industrial sun. What a glorious prospect!

The manufacturing capitalists set about the realisation of
this their great object with that strong common sense and that
contemot for traditional nrincinles which has ever distineunished
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been living in for nearly ten years, How is this?

The Free Trade theory was based upon one assumption : that
England was to be the one great manufacturing centre of an
agricultural world, And the actual fact is that this assumption
has turned out to be a pure delusion. The conditions of modern
industry, steam-power and machinery, can be established where-
ever there is fuel, especially coals. And other countries beside
England: France, Belgium, Germany, America, even Russia,
have coals. And the people over there did not see the
advantage of being turned into Irish pauper farmers merely for
the greater wealth and glory of English capitalists. They set
resolutely about manufacturing, not only for themselves but for
the rest of the world ; and the consequence is, that the manufac-
turing monopoly enjoyed by, England for nearly a century 1s
irretrievably broken up. =

But the manufacturing monopoly of England is the pivot of


















subsistence crises because they could no longer supplemen
~ spinning or weaving. On a wider scale, Irish agriculture
Crotty (1966, pp. 283, 356) shows that rising English urba

y beef prices by more than 300 per cent during 1¢

rural economy did not need the la:rge nambas
who had come to dominate the countryside ov

i A new middle class of .ain1}' Iis: Cath
arose, according to Crotty (n.d., chapter 8), wheo bondet

n.mclerate nationalist movement -

Denis O’Hearn, The Atlantic Fcnany (2001)



is maintained on the several classes of farms, we have the following results :—

Honsxzs & Murxs. Assas, CATTLE. Suexe, ' i Tics. F ‘Povitay. g
Tueresse. | Decrcase, :-a—.lm.mm. D Inerease, |Deconse.| I ise. | Docrea | T Doerease.
Under1 acre . 28,219 « [IT,405 . 67,168 . 100,678| . 323,337 . 1.88
‘Aboveltos . 63,678 . 12,583 . 200,280 . 203,10 . 228,88 . 1,353,
- E . 74,2251 25,234 . kﬁ‘..’lﬁ& . 213,243 . 260,881 . 982,021
w» loto 29,186 . 16,858 a 89, . . 2,91 = 82,025 207,276 .
»30 (130222 . |anoas| . iseneel | leov,soel . - |romesy] . |nesseTs| -
mz,dnsl ms,mlm,ms 29,993 ss:,esol-m.uoa 600,306{519,948| 107,687 {895, 1261, 460,851}3,217,4

13,714 34127 199,257 80,358 787,439 2,756,648
Decrease. Increase. Inercase. Increase, Decrease. Decrease.

Here we have a more immediate result of the ealamitous season which preceded
that in which these returns were taken, by comparison with an average year
such as 1841. The precise amount of change in the quantity of live stock in the
possession of cach class of farmners, cannot indeed be ascertained, from the causes
already stated ; but it is too obvious that the pigs and poultry, usually productions
of the smaller holdings, exhibit a formidable decrease on those holdings, and
indeed on the whole, not being compensated by the increase on the larger farms.
Cattle and sheep are increased. This fact indicates a movement toward the
extension of grazing, which it will be important to follow in future years. The
horses and mules have decreased on the smaller farms, a change not perhaps to
be regretted, while the number of asses shows an increase on those hardier and
cheaper animals.

I have the honour to be,
My Lord,
Your Excellency’s very faithful servant,
THOS. A. LARCOM.

Orrice or PupLic Works, Dunrin,
12th August, 1848,
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The nature of the late distress in Ireland was peculiar. In the districts
to which Your Committee have already adverted, the potatoe crop, which
R F P O R T furnishes the general food of the Peasantry, had failed ; but there was no
want of food of another description for the support of human life. On the
contrary, the crops of grain had been far from deficient, and the prices of
corn and of oatmeal were very moderate. The export of grain from ports
FUOM THE within the distressed districts of Ireland, was considerable, ﬁuring the entire
period from May to August, infinitely exceeding the imports during that
period 5 and those districts in the south and west presented the remarkable
SELECT COMMITTEE example of @ssemin; a surplus of food, whilst the inhabitants were suflering
, from actual want. The meritorious patience ot the Peasantry under the
pressure of want, is here not undeserving of attention and of praise. The
ON TIIE calamity of 1822 may therefore be said to have proceeded less from the
want of food itsell, than Irom the want of adequate means of purchasing it;
or In other words from the want of prohfaﬁlc cmploylnent. Tn some 513-
tricts, as at Clonekelty (Cork), where the potatoe crop failed, but wnere
some part of the population was employed in manufacturing industry, no
. . individual engaged in the linen trade is said to have had occasion to receive
IN IRELAND, relief. This peculiarity in the character of the late distress in Ireland
appears to Your Comumittee to have arisen fro- . the entire dependence of
the Peasantry upon the food raised by themselves. When the produce of
the peasant’s potatoe ground fails, they are unaccustomed to have recourse
10 markets, and indeed they seem rarely to have the means of purchasing.
The potatoe crop is also very variable and uncertain ; nor can the surplus
of one harvest be reserved to supply any deliciency in a subsequent year.

EMPLOYMENT OF THE POOR

Ordlerad, by The House of Commons, & be Printed, From the weight and bulk of potatoes there are great difficulties in the

16 July 1823, way of transport, and these difficulties produce great disproportion be-

—_— tween the prices in one district and those in a district immediately
adjoining.

pp.4-5
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Marx/ Engels Collected Works, Vol 48
=0 REPLY TO MR. PAUL ERNST

London, October 1, 1890

First published in the Berliner Volksblatt,
No. 232, October 5, 1890

for worse, with my “Ernst”® correspondence.

On May 31 this year Mr. Ernst wrote to me from Goérbersdorf

that Mr. Hermann Bahr was reproaching him in the Freie Biihne

for wronglv applving the Marxist method of viewing history with

regard to the Scandinavian women’s movement,” and would I

please

“say in a few lines whether my view corresponds with Marx’s or not, and

furthermore permit me to use the letter against Bahr”.

“As regards your attempt to handle the matter in a materialist
way, I should say first of all that the materialist method turns into
its opposite if, in an historical study, it is used not as a guide but
rather as a ready-made pattern in accordance with which one
tailors the historical facts. And if Mr. Bahr believes he has caught
you out in this respect, it seems to me that he may not be
altogether uniustified.

Paul Ernst

German writer

i More Actions

Also known as: Paul Karl Friedrich Ernst

Written and fact-checked by The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica
Last Updated: Mar 3, 2025 » Article History

Paul Ernst (born March 7, 1866, Elbingerode,
Saxony [Germany]—died May 13, 1933, Sankt

Georgen, Ausiria) was a German writer known

particularly for his short stories and for essays

Paul Ernst

on philosophical, economie, and literary

problems. Quick Facts

: e : In full: Paul Karl Friedrich E
Ernst studied for the ministry but quickly i it

Born: March 7, 1866, Elbingerode,

became disillusioned with theology. He became z
axony [Germany]

a militant Marxist and the editor of the Berliner
Volkstribiine. He severed his Marxist

connections at the turn of the century, however,

Died: May 13, 1933, Sankt Georgen,
Austria (aged 67)
Motable Works: "Ariadne auf Naxos” -

“Der Weg zur Form” = “Der

Zusammenbruch des Marxismus (1919; “The

Zusammenbruch des Marxismus”
Subjects Of Study: MNeoclassical art
Collapse of Marxism™). He had already

3 ] E . See all related content
expressed his antagonism toward naturalism in
art and called for a return to classicism in his
essay Der Weg zur Form (1906; “The Road to Form™). His search for eternal truths led
him through German idealist philosophy back to a form of Christianity that he
dramatized in what he called redemption drama, best exemplified by Ariadne auf

Naxos (1912).



“You subsume the whole of Norway and everything that
happens there under one category, philistinism, and then un-
hesitatingly and erroneously apply to that Norwegian philistinism
your opinion of German philistinism. But here there are two facts
which present an insuperable obstacle.

“And in so doing you will prabably find that a very important
distinction emerges. In Germany philistinism was born of a failed
revolution, a development that was interrupted and repressed. Its
idiosyncratic, abnormally pronounced character made up of
cowardice, bigotry, ineptitude, and a total lack of initiative,

“In Norway, on the other hand, the class of small peasants and
the lower middle class with a slight admixture of middle class
elements—as it existed, say, in England and France in the
seventeenth century-—have, for several centuries, constituted the
normal state of society. Here there is no question of an archaic
state of affairs having been forcibly imposed upon them by the
failure of a great movement or by a Thirty Years War. The
conntrv has heen retarded hv ite icalation and hv its narnral

literary revival.

“The Norwegian peasant was never a serf, so that the whole
process takes place against an entirely different background, as in
Castile. The lower middle class Norwegian is the son of a free
peasant and, such being the case, is a man compared with the
degenerate German philistine. And whatever the failings of, for



Marxism”,” in which he appropriates without hesitation the odd

assertion of the metaphysicist Dithring—as if, according to Marx,
history makes itself quite automatically, without the cooperation of
human beings (who after all are making it!), and as 1f these human
beings were simply played like mere chessmen by the economic
conditions (which are the work of men themselves!). A man who 1is
capable of confusing the distortion of Marxist theory by an
opponent such as Dﬁhring with this theory itself must turn
elsewhere for help—1 give up.

There is, however, one thing which I can divulge to Mr. Paul
Ernst by way of conclusion: there is something that is far more
dangerous to the party than a petty-bourgeois group which can be
consigned to the lumber-room at the next elections. I am referring
to a clique of loud-mouthed men of letters and students,
particularly when they are incapable of seeing the simplest things
with their own eyes and of impartially weighing up the relative
importance of the available facts or the strength of the forces
involved when assessing an economic or political situation, and
hence seek to force on the party tactics that are utterly insane, as
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A\ Paddy Cosgrave & (A o
@paddycosgrave

My view on the Irish Times: Spineless compradors.

Comprador: a person who acts as an agent for foreign organizations
engaged in investment, trade, or economic or political exploitation.

THE IRISH TIMES

Editorials

The Irish Times view on
removing the triple lock: a
necessary change

A:43 PM - Jan 30, 2026 - 14.9K Views
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YULETIDE PROJECT FEAR

Date: January 15, 2026 - Affairs of the Nation

Micheal Martin

GOLDHAWK HAS never witnessed such a full-on campaign by
government, media, academia and other power centres as in the run-
up to Christmas when propagators of a European army and a
European war went into overdrive. Fearful that EU states would
disrespect us, the Irish comprador elite fought as never before in a
near-hysterical attack on... Read more »
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