Comprador Theory
and Ireland pt. 2

The Spark, Phibsboro
20 April 2026



Amilcar Cabral



There are three broad strands to comprador theory.



There are three broad strands to comprador theory.

The first looks at 1ts political and class element and strives to decouple a comprador

bourgeoisie from a possible ‘progressive’ bourgeoisie for purposes of revolution.



There are three broad strands to comprador theory.

The first looks at 1ts political and class element and strives to decouple a comprador

bourgeoisie from a possible ‘progressive’ bourgeoisie for purposes of revolution.

The second focuses on the relationship between a comprador bourgeoisie and

transnational capital within a wider framework of dependency/underdevelopment.



There are three broad strands to comprador theory.

The first looks at 1ts political and class element and strives to decouple a comprador

bourgeoisie from a possible ‘progressive’ bourgeoisie for purposes of revolution.

The second focuses on the relationship between a comprador bourgeoisie and

transnational capital within a wider framework of dependency/underdevelopment.

The third, and most recent, looks at the relationship between a comprador system and

FDI, particularly in finance and modern technologies.



There are three broad strands to comprador theory.

The first looks at 1ts political and class element and strives to decouple a comprador

bourgeoisie from a possible ‘progressive’ bourgeoisie i for purposes of revolution.

The second focuses on the relationship between a comprador bourgeoisie and

transnational capital within a wider framework of dependency/underdevelopment.

The third, and most recent, looks at the relationship between a comprador system and

FDI, particularly in finance and modern technologies.

These strands are not mutually exclusive, but they are coming from different places and 1t

1s iImportant to tease that out.



Contradiction

Not a logical error

It is a structural tension
built into a social system



Prabhat Patnick, “On the Political Economy of Underdevelopment” (1973)

‘While primary accumulation destroyed the pre-capitalist modes 1n the colonies and
semi-colonies, the subsequent development of capitalism was geographically unevenly
distributed due to the existence of external economies. Thus development at one pole,
the metropolis, was accompanied by underdevelopment at the other, the periphery -
the latter characterised by mtegration mnto world trade as primary producers and by the
existence of a "relative surplus population" which had to survive as best it could. This
entire process of development-underdevelopment at an mternational level took place

through the medium of a colonial or comprador state.’



This 1s where comprador analysis settles in the 1970s and 1980s.

The comprador bourgeoisie are no longer ‘separated’ from a national bourgeoisie in

order to see where potential revolutionary allies can be found;

rather they have been incorporated into a centre-periphery analysis, one of

“developed” and “underdeveloped,’

in which the comprador bourgeoisie play a role of intermediaries for transnational

capital in the absence of an occupying force.












For ROTC, the comprador class starts to emerge 1n the 1950s with the arrival
of US imperial interests in Ireland - first through the Marshall Aid Plan, then

through multinational industry.

Regardless of the historical accuracy or otherwise of this claim, from a
theoretical pomt of view, ROTC sees a comprador/middleman class as the

by-product of US imperialism post-WWII.

ROTC also sketched out elements of this new bourgeois class:

“T’he Irish Management Institute, the Confederation of Irish Industry, and
the Irnish Exporters Association played a crucial part in organising and
politically expressing the mterests of capital. In particular the IMI provided a
means of direct contact and exchange between state officials, US mdustrialists
and Irish employers and managers... Clearly what was emerging at that point
[1957], 12 years after the War, was a compromise and an unsteady alliance

between the landed and mndustrial fractions of the bourgeoisie.’



‘... the 1960s saw a dramatic and historic change 1n the
nature of class forces i Ireland. These changes lett the
Irish urban and industrial working class the dominant
class in Ireland. This party further believes that this
change took place largely under the stimulus of
American monopoly capital which, in that period,
replaced British impernalism as the major economic
tendency 1n the Irish economy. For the first ime 1n Irish
history, the bulk of the gainfully employed population
were wage earners and the great majority of our people

lived 1n towns and cities.’



‘In reality, the 1958 turn should not be seen
as an abandonment by Flanna Fal of 1ts
original 1deal, but rather as a continuation of
1ts central project of promoting native
capitalism... Protectionism was simply one
strategy that had become outmoded, and the
evidence suggests that Flanna Fal were
correct 1n their assessment that the new
economic turn would benefit native

capitalism.’



In some ways Ireland functioned almost as a model
for export-oriented, dependent development... just as

in earhier days 1t was the first Briish colony.

It shows the normal pattern associated with dependent
development, including a massive public debt, an
economy dominated by foreign capital and a local
state and political establishment that has colluded 1n

the country’s dependent development.
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Tenant Fartiers, now is the time. Now a the bour
E You proved false to the iret call made upon you
REDEEM YOUR CHARACTER MNOW,
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The newly formed state needed targeted investment
in social and industrial infrastructure if it was to

develop as an independent state.

Furthermore, it needed banks to reinvest Irish

savings in the Irish economy.

Instead, the banks effectively exported Irish savings
to London where they were used to invest in the

British economy instead of the Irish economy.

The state was slowly being starved of credit at a time

Photo from Timothy O’Grady and Steve Pyke, . .
I Could Read the Sky (Harvill Press, 1997) When 1t needed 1t MOSt.

- Conor McCabe Money (CUP, 2018), 68



Photo from Timothy O’Grady and Steve Pyke,
I Could Read the Sky (Harvill Press, 1997)

As a result, generations of Irish people ended
up working in England on projects that were
funded in part through Irish bank deposits,
while back home the country was falling
apart for want of credit.

As far as the state’s institutions were
concerned, this was all perfectly normal.

- Conor McCabe Money (CUP, 2018), 68



' OLLARS

[Irish Times, 9 Dec. 1949] | --E C A Chlef E

bTATING that Marshall Aid funds would most ]1kely be very

drastically reduced next year and the year following, M.

. E Camgan, Chief of the E.C.A. Mission to Ireland, speaking
at a meeting of Dun Laoghaire Chamber of Commerce Tast night,

stressed the great need of all elements in the Irish economy to
do what was possible to earn dollars,

" When the programme ended the dollars Wthh Ireland
needed for purchasing goods from the US., Canada and-other
western hemisphere ‘nations, would have to come f.rom SOme
other source, he added. oy %




Irish Times, 26 April 19417

first free airport.

This week Shannon Airport, Rineanna, became the world's

W

. Under a new act, goods may now pass

between this country and. foreign countries without the usual
import and export restrictions, and passengers in transit will be
free from customs examination while they remain inside the

boundaries of the * free” airport. Mr. Lemass, Minister for

Industry and Con

1merce, told the Dail recently that in a sense,

a customs free airport was an Irish invention  Air travellers
had always foun

d that customs. formalities took up a dis-

A i A G G S i O G (i R . S (A G (e O S (e Gl (i i S A

FREE" NRPORT IN THE WORLD

proportionately high percentage of the time spemt on journeys.
At Shannon, where the bulk of the traffic was in transit, there
was a particularly sirong case for eliminating such delays.
Transit. passengers will have their own ** free ”” lounge in which
to spend the time while their planes are refuelling, and there

will be special transit sheds for the storing of goods which da

not come under the normal restrictions. Above: Inside these
white lines is a customs area where Aer Lingus Dublin-Shannon

A painter at work marking out the line which separates the

ufrec!

area from the section which is subject 1o customs
regulations.




























ARAB MARXISM |
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Selected Writings of Mahdi Amel
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... In obedience to the
pressure ol armed forces
from without, instead ot by
the operation of economic
forces within...












Jose Carlos Mariategui

Seven Interpretative Essays on Peruvian Reality

Essay One: Outline of the Economic Evolution

The Colonial Economy

The degree to which the history of Peru was severed by the conquest can be seen better on an economic than on any other level. Here the conquest most
clearly appears to be a break in continuity. Until the conquest, an economy developed in Peru that sprang spontaneously and freely from the Peruvian soil
and people. The most interesting aspect of the empire of the Incas, which was a grouping of agricultural and sedentary communities, was its economy. All
historical evidence agrees that the Inca people—industrious, disciplined, pantheist, and simple—lived in material comfort. With abundant food their
population increased. The Malthusian problem was completely unknown to the empire. Although the collectivist organization directed by the Incas had
weakened the Indians’ individual initiative, it had instilled in them the habit of a humble and religious obedience to social duty, which benefitted the
economic system. The Incas derived as much social utility as possible from this trait. They improved the vast Inca territory by constructing roads, canals, et
cetera, and they extended its borders by conquering nearby tribes. Collective work and common effort were employed fruitfully for social purposes.

The Spanish conquistadors destroyed this impressive productive machine without being able to replace it. The indigenous society and the Inca economy
were wholly disrupted and annihilated by the shock of the conquest. Once the bonds that had united it were broken, the nation dissolved into scattered
communities. Indigenous labor ceased to function as a concerted and integrated effort. The conquistadors were mainly concerned with distributing and
wrangling over their rich booty. They plundered the treasures of temples and palaces; they allotted land and men with no thought of their future use as
forces and means of production.
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